NEW ZEALAND CROWN-WITHIN-CIRCLE STEEL DATE STAMPS
Introduction
The article on Date Stamp Usage by G.I. Robertson in The New Zealand Stamp
Collector volume 96 No.4 in December 2016, was extremely informative about the use
of date stamps. I noted that the images of the ‘crowns’ looked different and there was
uncertainly about who engraved and made the date stamps and when they were first
introduced in each province.
I have been inspired to carry out further research into the Crown-within- Circle date
stamps to identify –
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

the best quality/clearest image of the use of each of the date stamps;
the earliest use of each date stamp;
the latest use of each date stamp:
the different ‘crowns’ used in the date stamps: and
who made the date stamps.

By working with other collectors I hope to provide good quality images of the various
Crown-within-Circle date stamps, possibly for a follow up article and to feature on-line
for the information of fellow collectors (on the Kiwi or RPSNZ web sites). Images will
be credited to those collectors that provide them, if they give permission for the use of
their images in that way.
I started by using images from my own collection and have added other images that
collectors have provided to improve the quality and add value to the story.
I have so far found seven different styles of ‘Crown’, used from 1.1.1867 to 1911, as
shown below. This includes a WESTLAND crown - not previously reported. I have
recorded the measurement of the width and height of the various crowns. The
diameter of the steel date stamps varies between 24mm and 25.5mm.
Type 1

Type 5

Type 2

Type 6

Type 3

Type 7

Type 4

Type 8?

1. NEW ZEALAND.
Type 1
The diameter of the circular steel date
stamp is 25mm. The Crown is
10.5mm wide and 9mm high.
Numbers are used to show the date,
with a dash between the numbers.

The earliest use of this date stamp is 1 .1. 1867 on SPECIMENS circulated to
provincial offices by Charles Batkin.
The engraved crown is clearly based on the image of St Edward’s crown in Queen
Victoria’s royal cypher. The dots (pearls) around the top of the crown are very clear
and are shown on the outside of the crown. The cross is also very clear on the top.
This Crown most likely to have been engraved by Alfred Flack as part of the
equipment that he was contracted to provide in December 1866.
Image 1a below is from one of the SPECIMEN’s – type ‘B’ sent by Charles Batkin to
provincial Deputy Commissioners to show them how stamps should be cancelled.
Image 1b is a stamp, which was impressed on 27-2-67, with a blank centre to the
impressed stamp. This was in the period when the WELLINTON centre die had
cracked on 9th February and a new one had to be made by Alfred Flack and sent over
from Sydney – so a dumb centre was used in the interim period. G.I Robertson
(2008) noted that the although the new centre die should have been received in late
May, an impression dated 18th September was still dumb and the earliest inscribed
impression so far noted in 18th October. Has anyone got an example of an earlier
dated impression with the WELLINGTON centre die?
Image 1c is from the first day of issue of an Annual License for foreign companies
wanting to trade in New Zealand, with four £50 DIE I stamps paying the maximum fee
of £200, on flimsy paper with a WELLINGTON impressed stamp.

1a

1b

1c

2. AUCKLAND.N.Z.
Type 2
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp is 25mm.
The Crown is 8mm wide and 8.5mm high. Pearls around
the crown are not particularly visible shown as part of
the upper frame. Letters are used to show the month
and numbers for the day and year. Later stamps show
a colon between the day and year and a stop after the
year.
The earliest use in my collection is JU 25 68. It is likely that the date stamp would
have been used from 1867. Alfred Flack despatched a case including dies, centres
press and cutter to Auckland late in March 1867. If a Crown Circle cancellation was
also made and included by Flack there should be signs of use after this.

2a

2d

2b

2c

2e

3. AUCKLAND.
Type 3
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp is 25mm.
The Crown is based on St Edwards Crown and is
8.5mm wide and only 6mm high. Pearls around the
crown are shown as dots outside the crown. Numbers
are used to show the date, with a dot between the
numbers.

The earliest dated example that I have is 7 .12 .69 (3a) – significantly earlier that the
c1877 date reported in Graham’s article. The letters appear to be slightly wider and
carry more ink in the later years – is this also due to wear or another Steel Die? The
latest date of use that I have illustrated so far is 6 .8.10 (3d). Andrew Spence
provided later images of examples 3e@ (9.10.11) and 3f@ into 1912.

3a

3b

3c

The Number 1. appears on the left of the bottom line in image 3a , but in later images
only a thick base of a character (possibly a worn down 1.) appears.

3d

3e@

3f@

4. CANTERBURY.N.Z
Type 4
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 25.5mm. The Crown is 9mm wide and
8mm high. Pearls around the crown are
shown as dots within an outside frame line.
The shoulders of the crown are more angular
than type 2. The month is shown with letters
and there is no dot or dash between the
characters.
Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to Canterbury in September 1867. If a Crown Circle cancellation was also made and
included by Flack there should be signs of use after this in 1867.
The earliest use in my collection is OC 11 69 (4a) and the latest is 2 AU 82 (4d).
Stephen Jones supplied image 4e$ with an earlier date of MR 10 68 and Walter Gill
supplied an even earlier one 4fğ dated MR 13 67.
In later years the base of the letter Z appears shorter – due to damage/wear.

4a

4d

4b

4c

4e$

4fğ

New Canterbury Crown?
Alan S. Craig sent me the following scan with a later Canterbury date of 8 NO 84
which also appear to have a different crown shape although the cancellation is
indistinct. Having measured it provisionally (using a technical of proportionate
measurement – which Alan told me about) it appears to measure just over 7mm wide
and high, although this cannot be confirmed at this stage. Is it possible that the top
shoulders of the crown may have worn down? Can anyone confirm this with a clearer
image of a late use Canterbury date stamp?
Type 8?

4g*

5. HAWKES BAY.N.Z.
Type 2

The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 25mm. The Crown is 8mm wide and 8mm
high. Pearls around the crown are shown as
dots within an outside frame line. The month
is shown with letters and there is no dot or
dash between the characters.

Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to Hawkes Bay in late May 1867. If a Crown Circle cancellation was also made and
included by Flack there should be signs of use after this.
The earliest use in my collection is 8 JY 78 (5a) and the latest is 13 DE 79 (5b). A
later cancellation of 18 AU 85 has been supplied by Alan Craig (5d*) and an even later
date of 9 MY 90 in red by Graham Robinson (5ġ).

5a

5d*

5b

5c

5ġ

6. MARLBORO.N.Z. (MARLBOROUGH)
Type 2
The Crown appears to be 8.5mm wide and
8.5mm high. Pearls around the crown are
shown as dots within an outside frame line.
The month is shown with letters and there is
no dot or dash between the characters. The
name of the district has been shortened to fit
onto the date stamp.

6ğ

The above image 6ğ was kindly provided by Walter Gill, dated AP 22 69.

6a
This image is a stamp cancelled in 1875 that was in my collection, but I sold it in an
auction lot before I started to collect these cancellations…..! I am still looking for a
good full image of this cancellation.
Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to Marlborough in late May 1867. If a Crown Circle cancellation was also made and
included by Flack there should be signs of use after this.

7. NELSON.N.Z.
Type 2
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 25mm. The Crown is 8mm wide and 8mm
high. Pearls around the crown are shown as
dots within an outside frame line. The month
is shown with letters and there is no dot or
dash between the characters.

Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to Nelson in late May 1867. If a Crown Circle cancellation was also made and
included by Flack there should be signs of use after this. The Deputy Commissioner
provided a proof of the use of the impressing equipment to Batkin, which was
reportedly dated 24 AU 67 and as being in the National Archives in Wellington
(Robertson 2000).
The earliest use in my collection is 20 AP 68 (7a) and the latest is AU 76 (7c). An
earlier date of 14 AP 68 (7d*) and a later dated cancellation from Alan Craig’s
collection with a date of 21 JA 89 (7e*) and an example 7fğ from Walter Gills collection
dated 5 JU 93 are also shown below.

7a

7b

7d*

7e*

7c

7fğ

Note the reversed ‘K’ on both the April 1868 cancellations.

8. OTAGO.N.Z.
Type 2
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 25mm. The Crown is 8mm wide and 8mm
high. Pearls around the crown are shown as
dots within an outside frame line. The month
is shown with letters and there is no dot or
dash between the characters.

Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to OTAGO in mid September 1867. Given the apparent earlier use of the Crown
Circle cancellation in April 1867 is would appear that OTAGO was using a date stamp
well before it received its impressing equipment. There is no sign of impressing on
the FINE PAID stamp cancelled on 15th April. This raises questions about the origins
of the date stamp.
The earliest use in my collection is AP 15 67 (8b) and the latest is 3 AP 13 (8g), Alan
Craig also supplied a late dated image 6 MY 12 (8h*) and Stephen Jones provided an
earlier image (8a$) dated AP1267.

8a$

8f

8b

8c

8g

8d

8h*

8e

9. SOUTHLAND. N.Z
Type 2
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 25mm. The Crown is 8.5mm wide and
8mm high. Pearls around the crown are
shown as dots within an outside frame line.
The month is shown with letters and there is
no dot or dash between the characters.
Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to Southland in September 1867. Item 9a appears to show a crown within circle date
stamp used on Jy 16 67, which would mean that the stamp was supplied before the
impressing equipment was sent by Flack. This makes sense as documents would
need to be cancelled after January 1867 and could not wait until the impressing
equipment arrived.
The earliest use that I have seen is AP 17 67 (9a$) [courtesy of Stephen Jones] and
the latest is 20 JA 92 (9g).

9a$

9b

9f

9c

9g

9d

9e

10. TARANAKI.N.Z.
Type 4
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 25mm. The Crown is 8.5mm wide and
8.5mm high. Pearls around the crown are
shown as dots within an outside frame line.
The month is generally shown with letters and
there is no dot or dash between the
characters.

Alfred Flack despatched a case of equipment including dies, centres press and cutter
to Taranaki in late May 1867. If a Crown Circle cancellation was also made and
included by Flack there should be signs of use after this.
The earliest example in my collection is 25 October 1871 (10a) and the last is 27
September 1898 (10e).

10a

10d

10b

10c

10e

Most of the stamps in my collection have the letter X below the date stamp.

11.WELLINGTON
Type 5
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 24mm. The Crown is 8mm wide and 7mm
high. Pearls around the crown are shown as
dots within an outside frame line. The month
is shown with numbers and there is no dot or
dash between the characters.
The earliest example in my collection is 18 5 78 (11a) and the last is 19 12 89 (11e).
Alan Craig supplied an earlier image dated 27 3 78 (11f*) and Graham Robinson
supplied an even earlier image dated 18 11 73 (11ġ).

11a

11f*

11b

11c

11f*

11e

Type 6
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is 24mm. The Crown is 9mm wide and 8mm
high. Pearls around the crown are shown as
dots outside the crown. The month is shown
with numbers and there is no dot or dash
between the characters.
The earliest example in my collection is likely to be (10g) printed before October 1890
and the last is ? ? 09 (11k). Alan Craig supplied images 11L* and 11m*

11g

11L*

11h

11i

11j

11k

11m*

The crowns in 11j,11k and 11L* look slightly different from the previous crowns – so
this may be an additional crown type (to be confirmed by clearer impressions).

12. WESTLAND.N.Z.
This cancellation has previously reported to be missing a crown. However, two
examples have been seen with a crown (the best example so far is in Alan Craig’s
collection – image11a) as well as a example partial image in my collection.
Type 7
The diameter of the circular steel date stamp
is not yet confirmed. The Crown appears to
be 7.5mm wide and 5mm high. The month is
shown with letters, which is alongside the date
with the year in full on a second line.

It is reported (Robertson 2000) that one of the first two cases of presses and
equipment sent by Alfred Flack in December 1867 was probably sent to the Westland
stamp office in Hokitika. Previous reports on Crown within Circle cancellations stated
that the WESTLAND cancellation did not contain a Crown.
I noticed that a partial cancellation on an early Fine Paid stamp appeared to have an
impression of a possible crown, but the cancellation was too indistinct to be sure. The
circulation of a draft of this article to fellow collectors resulted in Alan Craig sending
me an image of a counterpart stamp in his collection with a clearer image of the
Crown. The lettering is broad and cruder than the handstamps for other provinces
and later cancellations show no sign of a crown.

11a

11b

11c

If the impressing equipment was sent to WESTLAND in December 1866, Alfred Flack
may not have had time to engrave a Crown Within Circle date stamp, the it would
have been necessary to have one made up specially.

13. WESTLAND.
No Crown
This stamp is 26mm in diameter.
It has no Crown. The engraving
of the letters is cruder than in
other examples. The date
appears in numbers on one line
with a dot between the numbers.
13a

13b

13c

While the last date in my collection is 8.10.80, Stephen Jones has supplied image
13d$ with a later date of 11.4.96 and Graham Robinson has supplied an image 13dġ
of an earlier date of 23.12.73.

13d$

13dġ

SUMMARY
I have so far identified 7 and possibly 8 different Crown Types in use from 1867 to
1911 and these are summarised in the table below.
CROWN DIE
1. NEW ZEALAND

TYPE & SIZE YEAR OF
WIDTH:HEIGHT
ISSUE
1 10.5mm x 9mm
1867

2. AUCKLAND.N.Z.

2

8mm x 8mm

1867

JY 18 68

31 JA: 71.

3. AUCKLAND.

3

8mm x 6mm

c 1869

7.12.69

9.10.11

4. CANTERBURY.N.Z
a)
b)?

4
9mm x 8mm
8 7.1mm x 7.1mm

1867

MR 13 67

2 AU 82
8 NO 84

5. HAWKES BAY

2

8mm x 8mm

1867

8 JL 78

9 MY 90

6. MARLBORO.N.Z

2 8.5mm x 8.5mm

1867

P 22 69

? 75

7. NELSON.N.Z.

2

8mm x 8mm

1867

24 AU 67

5 JU 93

8. OTAGO.N.Z.

2

8mm x 8mm

1867

AP 12 67

3 AP 13

9. SOUTHLAND.N.Z

2

8.5mm x 8mm

1867

JY 16 67

20 JA 92

10. TARANAKI. N.Z.

4 8.5mm x 8.5mm

1867

OC 25 71

27 SP 98

11.WELLINGTON
a)
b)

5
6

8mm x 7mm
9mm x 8mm

1873?
1894?

18 11 73
16 3 94

19 12 89
? ? 09

12. WESTLAND.N.Z.

7

8mm x 5mm

1867

(no Crown)

?

13. WESTLAND.

EARLIEST USE
ILLUSTRATED
1-1-67

LATEST USE
ILLUSTRATED
1-1-72

MR 15 1879
?.5.78

11.4.96

In terms of the makers of the steel date stamps, there is still uncertainty between
Alfred Flack of Sydney, Fergusson and Mitchell or other local manfacturers given the
range of different styles of crown within circle date stamps.
There is evidence of two steel crown within circle date stamps being available in
Otago and Southland before the date of receipt of impressing equipment sent by
Alfred Flack, which would be necessary to avoid delays in recording duty paid on
documents. Further research is needed to confirm the makers, including evidence
from correspondence with the provincial offices in 1867.
Andrew Spence provided the following observation about the end date – “There
appears to have been a distinct review of the issue in 1913 and the plates were
redone to a single pane of 60 stamps (as opposed to 2 panes of 30 previously)……. it
would make sense that at the same time a review and replacement of the
franking/cancellation system may have been done then and the Crown Circle CDS
devices may have been withdrawn.
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