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The Front Cover:
The illustration on the front cover is reproduced by courtesy of Dave Tetley.
Dorothy Wilding photographed Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on many occasions and a
number of the portraits were used as a basis for the image on postage stamps. This particular
likeness was only used on the New Zealand middle value definitives which were issued in 1954,
two years after the foundation of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain.
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New Zealand Society of Great Britain

60th
Anniversary
1952 - 2012
2012 marks the 60th anniversary of the founding of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain.
The first Society meeting was held in an office in Fleet Street, London, on January 23rd, 1952.
By the time that the first issue of the society journal, The Kiwi, was published in April 1952, a
committee was in place and the announcement was included that the first Annual General Meeting
would be held on April 21st, 1952. This first issue also contained a list of members including fifty
five people in all. By July, 1952, the membership had increased to 93. The list of founder members
includes two people who are still members 60 years on.
The society now holds meetings in London every other month, regular regional meetings and,
every other year, a New Zealand Philatelic Residential weekend at a regional venue. The society
journal is published every other month and a circulating packet is supported by many members.
Over the years, many generous members have contributed towards a library. This has been
incorporated into the National Philatelic Society library and all members have free access to the
holdings of the NPS.
2012 also marks important anniversaries for the British Society of Australian Philatelists and
the Pacific Island Study Circle. The New Zealand Society has joined with them to provide a feast
of Antipodean philately at Autumn Stampex 2102 – AUSTRALASIA 2012.
The programme for the week of Australasia 2012 is:
Date and Time
Wednesday September 26th
11.00
Thursday September 27th
17.00
Friday September 28th
14.00-16.00

18.30
Saturday September 29th
14.00
19.00

Event

Venue

Opening of Australasia 2012

Stampex (Business Design
Centre)

Dr. R. Gwynn: ‘The Story of the
Adson’s’

Royal Philatelic Society of
London

Joint Meeting with BSAP and
PISC:
Alwyn Peel; ‘Captain Cook’
Australasia Dinner

Stampex (Business Design
Centre)

N.Z. Society Meeting:
John Watts; ‘A Canterbury Tale’
N. Z. Society Anniversary Dinner
and Presentation of Awards

Stampex (Business Design
Centre)
Union Jack Club (Ticket
only)
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HIDDEN TREASURE IN THE FIRST PICTORIAL ISSUE
DEREK R. DIAMOND
The First Pictorial Issue (FPI) first appeared in April 1898 and the evidence indicates the last
stamp in the series was issued in November 1911. Thus every stamp is today at least 100 years
old, yet careful study by contemporary philatelists continues to force changes to the best current
listing – Campbell Paterson’s Catalogue of New Zealand Stamps – sections E and F. Some
examples of how and why this happens are discussed in this short article. The information is taken
from a forthcoming book (1) where the specialist and/or research-oriented philatelists will find
greater detail and yet more examples. This surprising principle – that philatelic age does not imply
a lack of new discoveries is of course in no way specific to the FPI, but this issue probably has
more than its fair share and given the existence of several significant but as yet unanswered
questions, it seems likely to continue to yield the kind of surprises that constitute philatelic
treasure.
Why this is, is not a simple question to answer. A significant contributing cause is the setting in
which production of the stamps took place where in the terms of my metaphor considerable
amounts of treasure were hidden. It is difficult today to fully appreciate the immense pressure the
Government Printing Office was under between 1898 and 1910. At the very moment the demand
for postage stamps was soaring to new levels the Government decides on recess-engraved printing
which was new to the colony, and technically difficult as well as insisting on within-colony
production. Managing the many challenges these policy decisions raised at a great distance from
the plate-makers and suppliers of paper, pigment and gum explains much of the complexity of the
FPI. Additionally, this issue was not the only job of the Government Printer who was
simultaneously printing postage due stamps, the Penny Universal issue, postal notes and fiscal
items for the tax authorities. Just how unnecessarily complicated the situation had become can be
seen in January 1901 when residents of N.Z. using a one penny stamp had three to choose from.
The no longer available 1d. Taupo, its replacement since March 1900 by the 1d. Terraces now
itself superseded after only 9 months by the introduction of the Penny Universal on Jan. 1., 1901.
In this hectic context ‘errors’ were unavoidable, and as experience was gained, changes were
made – both to the delight of stamp collectors. Without this background the other contributing
explanations – continuing careful examination of the stamps themselves enhanced by the
deployment of new technology, new hypotheses and rarely but importantly the appearance for the
first time in around one hundred years
of new materials – would be either
non-existent or very minor.
Comparing the C.P. listings in 1998
with that for 2011 reveals that at least
40 entries are present in 2011 that were
not noted in 1998 excluding entirely all
additions to the listing of shades. The
largest groups of additions are made up
of discoveries of watermark variations
(13) and perforation variations (15).
The remainder of the discoveries are
offsets and, more numerous, the noting
Figure 1: Comb Perf. 14x13 over 14x13 (CP E12g)
of the existence of plate numbers in the
The identifying feature is a mismatch in the alignment of
selvedge both hand-scratched and one
vertical perforations between top and bottom rows, most easily
addition to the Perkins Bacon series on
visible between the stamps and selvedge
the 6d redrawn overprinted official.
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It must be noted that while some of these perforation and watermark varieties recently listed are
priced in the catalogue at two or three times the normal stamp others have quite astronomical
differences from their normal equivalent. The most remarkable example of this ‘incentive to
treasure hunters’ is the 4d blue and brown perforated by the then new comb machine in 1908
(E12g - fig. 1) which is listed (as a single) at NZ$275, already a good premium on the perf 14
version at NZ$20, but in the two-perf block of four format it commands an astonishing NZ$32,500
– this is a multiple of 30!
The most remarkable recent example of the impact of dedicated philatelic research causing
radical change in the C.P. listings is the complete revision of the section (EO) covering those
stamps of the FPI which were overprinted by rubber
hand-stamps with “O.P.S.O” at the Head Post Office in
Wellington. As the acknowledgement at the foot of
Temporary Page E16 (2011 Revision) states, the
catalogue information is taken directly from a recent
monograph by Colin Capill (2) who makes clear this is
the result of 20 years of effort. Even those of us who
cannot master such dedication, can nevertheless
undertake a kind of philatelic ‘metal-detecting’ carefully
Figure 2: Fourpence with Inverted Centre.
(CP E12c(z))
examining all watermarks and perforations, and equally
if not more exciting seeking for further examples of
This copy discovered in 1931, but issued in
1902, and now in the National Museum in
stamps known to exist at present in only single figures.
Wellington, is the sole example recorded
As I have said before (3) who is going to find the next
from a sheet of 80
fourpence with an inverted centre? (Fig 2).
But there are other less famous items such as the 3d. compound perf (11 x 14) on Pirie paper
(E9ba – Fig 3) first sighted in 1977 and still the only recorded example, or the 6d. red Kiwi with
the upright watermark (E14f – Fig. 4) preferably with a dated cancellation, or the 1/- on the wrong
paper (E18c - Fig. 5) where a mint example will make your fortune but another copy with a dated
cancellation will be an important philatelic find.

Figure 3: Compound
perforation, 11x14 (CP E9ba.)
This used example, dated
1902, is the only example
known

Figure 4: Sixpence with upright
watermark. (CP E14f)
Unknown date of issue but
examples show MR 03 at left
and SP 03 at right

Figure 5: 1s on Wrong Paper.
(CP E18a)
Uncertain date of issue –
example dated 3 FE 04

In a recently completed study (to be published shortly) – comparing the selvedge’s of the ½d
green Mt. Cook with the 1d. red terraces and the 2d purple, all first issued together in March 1900
from new plates by Waterlow and Sons, it has now become clear that for reasons difficult to
understand, the plate numbering system was different for each value. To date only one surviving
example of the positional arrows known to be centrally located on each of the four sides of the
sheet has been recorded (Fig. 6). And to confound matters further it appears on top of a strongly
hand-scratched plate number 1, which itself was only first identified in 2005 (4). What is needed
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perhaps at this point in time are hypotheses that might explain why 3 sets of identical plates made
by the same plate-maker and all used by the same printer for low value stamps at the same date
have utterly different marginal markings. One hundred and ten years on no one has even attempted
to guess why this was so!

Figure 6: 2d Purple with perforation 14 (CP E6b)
This example clearly shows arrow superimposed on a hand scratched number 1. Only issued example so far recorded.

If plate numbering has been under-studied, it is in large part because immense effort has
been devoted to plating studies and in particular, the identification of re-entries and their location.
Just before his untimely recent death, Colin Larsen (in N.Z.) had commenced a programme of
scanning full sheets from the postal archive now held in Te Papa museum. Using the enlarging
capacity of the personal computer he began a systematic search of each stamp and was quickly
aware as he told me in person that not only were there hundreds of unrecorded re-entries, but that
many looked very similar and this has resulted in considerable misinformation being published.
He was nevertheless extremely pleased to have found an actual example of the ½d green with a
clear double re-entry but had failed to discover its position in the sheets of 240. Can anyone help?
Before concluding I want to refer to two very different but immensely exciting new discoveries.

Figure 7: The ‘Bock’ Watercolour Essays (Shown at 200% of actual size)
Reproduced by courtesy of The Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa
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When the grandson of Mr. W. R. Bock, stamp designer and winner of four entries in the
competition of 1895 for designs for the FPI, died recently and his house contents sold, an envelope
was found at the back of a desk drawer. Among a few other philatelic items were 5 hand-drawn
and coloured essays of stamp size, of which 3 are almost identical to 3 of the issued First Pictorial
stamps. What makes this very long delayed find so exciting is that these are the only 3 essays out
of hundreds in the public domain that actually do match stamps in the FPI. All the others do not
match any design for the simple reason they were not accepted.
The ‘Bock 3’ as I think of them (Fig. 7) now reside with the philatelic section of the Te Papa
Tongarewa Museum in Wellington.

Figure 8: A Lewis Essay Sheetlet
One of 3 sheetlets, each in a different colour, first seen in 2011 but printed c. 1895

It would be reasonable to expect no more than one such new find after 115 years but in fact
another occurred the following year. In 1892, Mr Lewis M.P. and previously Mayor of
Christchurch, along with an artist colleague, were actively campaigning for a new issue of stamps.
These genuinely rare Lewis essays as Vol. 1 of the Postage Stamps of New Zealand calls them,
have only been known to collectors over the last 120 years in single copies. In early 2011 however
a stamp dealer in the USA offered for sale in New Zealand three sheetlets each of 10 imperf
stamps (Fig. 8) (5). It is obvious now that anyone lobbying the Prime-Minister and Minister of
Posts and Telegraphs would need to rely on more than single copies, but before 2011 philatelists
were totally unaware of them.

Figure 9: Five Shillings, Perforation 11
Not listed but this example has clear double perforations at the left
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These extraordinary finds should renew our hope that some of the still missing key items in the
story of the FPI may yet be located such as an annotated progressive die proof from Waterlow and
Sons or a second example of mixed perfs on cover. Until that happens, continuing careful
examination of the survivors from this remarkable issue is the most successful method of finding
philatelic treasure. Embarrassing maybe, but during the preparation of this article I discovered in a
collection acquired in 1972 a copy of the 5/- Mt. Cook perf.11 on Pirie paper (E21b) with double
perfs between the stamp and left-hand selvedge. (Fig. 9). This, as yet unlisted variety, is my most
recently found treasure. The message is very clear – keep looking. And good luck.
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MAORI WAR CANCELLATIONS
(Excluding the Province of Auckland Datestamps used in the Waikato)
GERALD J. ELLOTT MNZM RDP FRPSNZ
Introduction
Although British Troops were in New Zealand from 1845 until 1872, they did not have any
special Army Post Offices as such apart from the Military Post Offices and Postal services in the
Waikato during that campaign in 1863-1864.
The only named Obliterators were the ones used at Onehunga, Otahuhu and the Queens
Redoubt, situated at Pokeno, Maketu and a Headquarters Obliterator known used at Tauranga
during 1864.
However there were named Datestamps which were associated with Army Camps and include
the following locations; Onehunga, Otahuhu, Drury, Mauku, Waiuku, Port Waikato (Waikato
Heads), Otawhao (Te Awamutu) and Tauranga.
Military Post Offices in the Waikato, which were assumed to be only temporary, were issued
with Province of Auckland Numbered Datestamps as follows: Newcastle (Ngaruawahia) No.1, Te Awamutu No. 2, Alexandra No. 3? Hamilton No.4,
Cambridge No. 5?, Ngahinapouri No.6? Whata Whata No.7?
The following locations where camps were set up do not appear to have been issued with any
identified postal markings, Newmarket, Panmure, & Mere Mere, apart from the name of the
location written in ink (Manuscripts).
Basically all the postal services for the British Armed Forces apart from the Royal Navy were
carried out by the local New Zealand Post Office, and their personnel. The Royal Navy Mail was
in virtually all cases placed in the Navy Bag aboard ship and the sealed bags transmitted to the
Mail Packets.
There were no special Postal Markings used during the campaigns in the North 1845;
Wellington 1846; Wanganui 1847; Taranaki 1860-61 & 1863 - 64; and after the Waikato
Campaign 1863 – 64; at the west and east coasts 1865-72, apart from a CLIFTON cds 12 March
1866
For a Historical Review of the numerous engagements, it is recommended that the two volumes
by James Cowan “The New Zealand Wars” be consulted. An Index is available on Google
NZETC.
THE CANCELLATIONS:
QUEEN’S REDOUBT
This obliterator is probably the best known and most available of all the Maori War Cancellations,
apart from the Headquarters obliterator, which is far scarcer and until relatively recently there was
some questions at which location it was used.
The Military Post Office at Queen’s Redoubt opened in July 1863 and closed on 31 October
1865.

Figure 1: Queen’s Redoubt Obliterator and the New Zealand date stamp type I
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Figure 2: Posted at Newcastle, 23 October 1865, cancelled with the Province of Auckland Numeral date stamp No. 1
and also the Transit markings at Queen’s Redoubt 24 October 1865, Auckland 24 October, 1865

Known used 31 January 1864 to 24 October 1865
34 Covers recorded (25 covers from Quartermaster Robert Laver 12th Regt)

HEADQUARTERS
This obliterator is almost as well known as the Queen’s Redoubt obliterator and is the most
difficult of all the Maori War Cancellations, apart from possibly the Waikato Heads Datestamp,
which is even more scarce.

Figure 3: Headquarters Obliterator and the New Zealand date stamp type II

Figure 4: Headquarters Obliterator cancelling the two 1d Chalon adhesives
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Figure 5: Headquarters Obliterator and the New Zealand date stamp type II

Nine Headquarters covers have been recorded 18 May 1864 to 1 September 1864 all posted at
Tauranga. All but one were sent by Military personnel.

PORT WAIKATO
Originally called Waikato Heads, the Post Office opened in October 1863, and the name changed
on 4 February 1864.

Figure 6: PORT WAIKATO DATESTAMP 32mm Diameter

Letter sent by Captain Gilbert Mair NZ Cross.
Government Surveyor on the Surveyor-General’s Staff

Figure 7: PORT WAIKATO cds 30 July 1864 (on Reverse) 6 August 1864, and AUCKLAND 6 August 1864 and on
the (Obverse) also Wangarei 10 August 1864
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The large diameter datestamp was used and recorded on three covers 30 July 164 to 19
December 1868; a Letter Bill is dated 28 February 1866.
This is probably the scarcest of all the main markings associated with the Maori Wars, used on
covers during the campaign in the Waikato.
Earliest recorded 4 February 1864, and the latest 19 December 1868 (1).

OTAHUHU
The Main Military Camp for the British Troops was established on 30 March 1861 at Otahuhu,
nine miles south of Auckland. The camp was designed to hold about 3000 troops, mainly in tents
and huts. The Otahuhu Post Office which opened on 28 March 1849, was provided sometime in
1862, with a Distinctive Obliterator 5 / OTAHUHU /A, contained in an oval ring,

Figure 8: 5/OTAHUHU/A Oval Obliterator
Letter addressed to Quartermaster Robert Laver

Figure 9: Otahuhu 30 October 1862, Auckland 31 October 1862
and arrival datestamp at Sydney 8 November 1862

Earliest recorded 30 October 1862, and the latest 16 July 1875 (1).
Prior to the issue in 1862 of the Obliterator and the OTAHUHU Datestamp, the mail was
marked in manuscript with both the date and location.

Figure 10: Manuscript endorsement “OTAHUHU August 12 1861”

ONEHUNGA
Onehunga was the main Port at the head of the Manukau Harbour for incoming ships from the
West Coast of New Zealand and Australia, and the sea route to the Waikato via the Waikato River.
The Post Office opened on 23 December 1848 in the centre of the township, however it
expanded rapidly in 1862 with the arrival of British Troops and a sub office was opened at the Port
in April 1864.
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The Post Office was provided sometime in 1862, with a Distinctive Obliterator 4 /
ONEHUNGA / A (Unlike the Otahuhu Obliterator it was not enclosed in an oval ring, but
unframed)
A Printed Invitation to subscribe to the
“The Onehunga Warden and Manukau Telegraph” Paper
William Rattray had a store next to the Caledonian Hotel in Fort Street Auckland

Figure 11: 10 February 1864 Onehunga and received at Auckland, same day

Figure 12: 4 / ONEHUNGA / A Unframed Obliterator

Earliest recorded 20 April 1863, and the latest 3 April 1873 (Cover) (1).

MAKETU
A fortified position which was named “Fort Colvile” was established in March 1864 at Maketu,
27 miles southeast of Tauranga on the Bay of Plenty Coast. The Post Office opened on 1
December 1859.

Figure 13: MAKETU cds and three barred obliterator

The Post Office was issued in the mid-1860s with a circular datestamp, completely different to
any used at that time in NZ, having the name “MAKETU” in very large Capitals and the date
numerals “186” a fixture, and a three barred obliterator was used
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Letter from the wife of Major J.H. Kirby 68 th Regiment, Commanding, Maketu

Figure 14: Letter dated 24 January 1864, Maketu 186 cds date in manuscript 5 /25 June. 2d value Chalon adhesive
cancelled with the three barred obliterator

Earliest recorded 23 November 1864, and latest 23 February 1870 (1).

DRURY
A Military Camp used by the Commissariat was set up at Drury, 22 Miles
south of Auckland. Prior to the construction of the military road to Pokeno
(Queen’s Redoubt), Drury together with Wairoa South (Clevedon), Papakura,
Pukekohe East, Mauku and Waiuku, formed the frontier townships between
Auckland and the Waikato.
Post Office opened on 15 December 1857, and a circular datestamp was
Figure 15:
proofed 28 September 1862, latest known used 7 December 1877.
DRURY Circular
Four Manuscript Markings have been recorded dated 14 June 1860 to 7 May
Datestamp
1862.

RAGLAN
Situated on the west coast in the Waikato, 8o miles south of Auckland. The
Post Office opened on 2 March 1858, and was the only Post Office in the
Waikato which remained open after April 1863 during the War. In 1864 a
Redoubt was constructed and buildings fortified and rifle pits were dug. A
detachment of the Military Train were stationed here in 1864/65.
A circular datestamp was proofed 25 November 1862, earliest known 7
August 1863, and latest known used 9 July 1873
A Manuscript marking has been recorded dated 19 December 1859, prior
to the conflict

Figure 16:
RAGLAN Circular
Datestamp

WAIUKU
Situated 43 miles from Auckland and 8 miles west of Mauku, at the head of the Waiuku
estuary, an inlet on the southern part of the Manukau Harbour. A stockade was built to protect the
settlement. The Post Office opened on 9 October 1855 and remained open during the Wars. A
named circular datestamp was issued in 1868, the earliest recorded date 23 January 1868 and the
latest 11 March 1872.
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Known cover dated 31 May 1869, sent by Captain Francis Cadell, Superintendant of Steam
Transport on the Waikato River during the Maori War, is also a collectable item for “Maori War
Cancellations”
Only Manuscript Markings are recorded used in 1862 – 64

Figure 18: Manuscript 18 March 1864, on letter to Rev. A.G. Purchase, at Onehunga, also similar cover dated 11
November 1862, addressed all as above.

MAUKU
Situated 35 miles south of Auckland and 13 miles west of Drury.

Figure 17: 17 May 1862 MAUKU (Manuscript on the reverse) also cancelling the 2d value Chalon adhesive. Received
at Auckland 19 May 1862.

Only Manuscript Markings are recorded used in 1862
Letter addressed to the Rev. A. G. Purchase at Onehunga
The Post office opened on 15 December 1857. There was fierce fighting on 23 October 1863,
when eight British Soldiers were killed and four wounded, the Maoris lost 21 men. St. Bride’s
church was fortified and loopholed, and a small stockade was constructed nearby.
A named circular datestamp was not issued until 4 August 1887 when the Post Office was made a
Money Order Office, 16 August 1887.

TAURANGA
Situated in the south-eastern part of Tauranga Harbour, Bay of Plenty, 179 miles from
Auckland and 68 miles north-eastwards from Hamilton. The Post Office opened during the
“Provincial Local Posts” era on 15 December 1857 and was made a second class Office 1
December 1865. It was the home of Archdeacon Alfred N. Brown whose house “The Elms” stood
aside the Mission Grounds at Te Papa. Archdeacon Brown became the Post Master on 1 October
1863 (Gazette 28/11/63) Sergeant Charles Neville was appointed 18 May 1864 (6/6/64), and
Joseph Bliss on 1 November 1865 (25/11/65).
In January 1864 a Military camp was set up in the Mission Grounds as was the Monmouth
Redoubt and the Mission cemetery.
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As well as the recorded use of the Headquarters Obliterator, a named circular Datestamp was
issued, earliest know use, 12 August 1863, and latest use 1 June 1876. Prior to the issue of the
“A67” obliterator, the Headquarters obliterator was used with the name excised.

Figure 19: TAURANGA Circular Datestamp 23 February 1866

Figure 20: Excised HEADQUARTERS Obliterator used to cancel the adhesives.
PROVING COVER
Manuscript on reverse.

BURTON’S CAMP (PAPATOITOI)
A Subsidiary Camp was set up at Burton’s Farm, Papatoitoi, ten miles south of Auckland in
July 1863 to accommodate the overflow of troops from the main camp at OTAHUHU. A Military
Post Office was opened in July 1863, being one of the first Offices to be opened during the
campaign. Charles Burton was appointed Postmaster 17 August 1863. As far as is known there
were no obliterators or datestamps issued, and the only recorded cover dated 14 March 1864, does
not carry a receiving mark.
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Addressed to the wife of Surgeon Clarence Hooper, 1st Waikato Militia

Figure 21: 14 March 1864 Queen’s Redoubt, Auckland, and Drury

PENROSE FARM
Situated 6 miles from Auckland and 2 miles north-westwards for Otahuhu. A Military
establishment was set up here during the Maori Wars, and was the Headquarters of the
Commissariat service and Commissary General James Bailey CB, who took command of the
Depot in 1861. Whilst there is no record that a Post Office was opened, it appears that mail was
handled at the Otahuhu Post Office
While there are no postal markings, four letters from Corporal John R. Randall, ex 1st. Waikato
Militia have been recorded whilst he was a member of the Commissariat Transport Corps, at
Penrose Farm.

Figure 22: Entire Letter 30 May 1864, 31 May 1864 Otahuhu & Auckland. London Receiving cds 19 August 1864

PAPAKURA CAMP
Situated 20 miles south-eastwards from Auckland, and 14½ miles north-westwards from
Queen’s Redoubt. Five Companies of the Auckland Rifle Volunteers were stationed at the camp
and in July 1863 a Redoubt was constructed in a commanding position at nearby Kiri Kiri by men
from the 18th Regiment, under the command of Captain Ring, the Redoubt being known as Ring’s
Redoubt.
The Papakura Post Office was opened in February 1857, the first datestamp is not known used
until 1864. There are four covers addressed to the Camp, all dated 1863.
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Letter to John Phillipps No. 6 Company. Auckland Rifle Volunteers.

Figure 23: 27 July 1863 Auckland to Papakura Camp (no receiving marks)

WAIROA (CLEVEDON) REDOUBT
Situated 8 miles north-eastwards from Papakura. A stockade and Redoubt was manned by armed
settlers and the Auckland Rifle Volunteers and 20 men from the Wairoa Rifle Volunteers. They
repulsed an attack by the Maoris between the 15 and 18 September 1863. A Post Office opened in
February 1863; however there are no recorded Postal Markings, except for the single manuscript
marking on a letter sent by John Phillipps No. 6 Company. Auckland Rifle Volunteers dated 24 September
1863, probably describing the action.

Figure 24: Manuscript Wairoa 24 September 1863 (On the Reverse)

MAORI WAR CANCELLATIONS
In my opinion, a collection of Maori War Cancellations could also include all Covers (Letters)
addressed to or from members of the Armed Forces, whether British Troops or Naval personnel or
Volunteers and members of the Colonial Militia during the period of 1845 to 1872.

PROVINCE OF AUCKLAND DATESTAMPS
Notwithstanding that these were used at different locations during and after the Maori Wars had
ended, because of their original allocation to the Military Post Offices in the Waikato, in my
opinion all examples should be included.

POST OFFICES WHICH REMAINED OPEN
IN THE AUCKLAND AND WAIKATO 1845-1872
There were several Post Offices in the Region and elsewhere which were involved during the
various campaigns which could be included.
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For example HOWICK Post Office which opened on 3 January
1849, at which place a Redoubt was built and it was the
Headquarters of the Fencibles, which Sir George Grey had
organized in 1847. Although a datestamp was proofed 20 July
1862, the earliest reported use is in 1866, and the latest 2 July 1874,
however manuscript markings are known dated June 1860 to 6
Figure 25: Howick Manuscript
September 1865.
An OHMS Letter dated 3 August 1863, from Captain Oswald Pilling, 3rd Battalion Auckland
Militia is recorded with the HOWICK Manuscript.
Apart from the above Post Offices there are all the Military Offices and Posts opened or closed
in the Waikato during the War.
KOHEROA CAMP – Manuscript recorded
NEWTON, AUCKLAND, ST.JOHN’S COLLEGE - Manuscript,
PANMURE – Manuscript,
NEWMARKET – Manuscript
MERE MERE, RANGIRIRI, WAIKATO COAL MINES, PUKERIMU, TE RORE –
endorsement, and the closed Offices.
References:
1. Ed. McNaught KJ ‘The Postage Stamps of New Zealand Vol. VII New Zealand Postal History 1820 to
1874’. Pub. The Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand, PO Box 1269, Wellington, New Zealand
(1988). P. 170.


A WELL TRAVELLED LETTER
DEREK
DIAMOND

This letter was posted in Kinsale in Ireland on May 26th, 1849, addressed to Auckland. It
arrived in London 2 days later and was sent to Southampton for the Sydney Packet. From Sydney,
it went to Dunedin and has a manuscript ‘P.O.Otago 11 Sep 49’ mark. Thereafter, it began its
journey around New Zealand: Auckland DE 22 49, re-directed to Nelson with Petre (Wanganui)
and Wellington transit marks. Later still re-directed to New Plymouth where it was finally
delivered on OC 31 50 – 17 months after it started its journey!
The postage rates marks are 1/- from the UK and 2d for re-direction within New Zealand.
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THE TEDDY BEAR STORY
JOHN WATTS
The subject chosen for the 1996 Health Stamp issue was the important theme of children and
road safety. Two different designs were selected, a 40c value featuring a baby secured in a car and
a 80c value featuring a young child being assisted to use a pedestrian crossing. Each value carried
a 5c Children’s Health surcharge.
The artist whose designs were used was Helen Casey. Helen was born in Cyprus in 1964,
brought up in Wellington where, as a child, she developed a love of drawing. In 1993, she
graduated from Wellington Polytechnic with a Diploma in Visual Communication Design

Figure 1: The Designer: Helen Casey

The models for the two designs were

Figure 2: Abergail Eve Mossman(4 months old) and Louise Avia (4 years old)

Prior to the issue, the designs had been approved by advisers from the Land Transport Safety
Authority and Child Healthcare organizations.
The 40c value was to be issued in three different forms; sheets, self adhesive rolls of 100
stamps,(the first time that Health Stamps had been issued as Self adhesive) and, with the 80c
value, in a miniature sheet.
Two companies were awarded the printing contract using the lithography process:
Sheet stamps and miniature sheets – Joh Enschedé, Netherlands.
Self-adhesive coil stamps – Australia Post Sprintpak.
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Following the issuing of the orders to print the stamps a promotion leaflet was issued (Figure 3)

Figure 3: Original Promotional Leaflet (Front and Reverse)

When supplies were available, stocks were sent to the Philatelic Bureau at Wanganui and the
Custodian of Stamps ready for distribution.
It was only a short time after the mailing of the brochure that a Plunket (Child Healthcare)
nurse in Balclutha in the South Island drew New Zealand Post’s attention to the regulation that
restraints for babies up to six months old travelling in cars should have the child facing backwards.
The position of the bear belted alongside the baby clearly shows that the baby on the stamp is not
facing backwards!
The opinion of the Land Transport Safety Authority was again sought and this time, they
expressed doubts regarding the design. New Zealand Post considered that it would be wrong to
promote an incorrect practice in an issue when the subject was road safety and the decision was
made to redesign the 40c value, removing the teddy bear.
A new brochure was printed and mailed showing the re-designed value (Figure 4):
The details regarding the printing advised that changes had been made for the printers, they were:
40c sheet stamps –Southern Colour Print, Dunedin
Self-adhesive coil stamps and miniature sheet –Australia Post Sprintpak
109

The Kiwi, Volume 61 No. 5, September, 2012

The stock of the 80c sheet stamps were satisfactory.

Figure 4: Replacement Promotional Leaflet (Front and Reverse)

It has been estimated that the design changes and printing expenses cost New Zealand Post
something in the region of $100,000.
When the original stock of stamps had been received by the Philatelic Bureau and the
Custodian of Stamps they were not aware of the 40c stamp design problems and started to put into
operation their distribution procedures. Following the decision to reprint the 40c value,
instructions were issued that any of the Health Stamps circulated were to be returned.
An investigation audit by New Zealand Post revealed that the Custodian of Stamps had not
requested issued stamps to be returned from the following Post Offices:
 Royal Oak, Auckland - five sheets (500 stamps) plus five boxes of self-adhesive stamps(500
stamps)
 Te Ngae, Rotorua - ten sheets (1000 stamps)
New Zealand Post then instructed that the stock of the ‘teddy bear’ 40c stamps should be
destroyed. They then announced that they would take legal action against anybody who was found
in possession of copies of the withdrawn stamp as they were considered to be the property of New
Zealand Post as they could not have been sold over a Post Office counter.
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Figure 5: Staff at North Shore Mail Centre Shredding Sheets (New Zealand Herald 29.5.1996)

Figure 6: Plate Block plus Bar Code

John Mowbray International - Auction of 7.11.2007: Lot 779 Estimate $20,000
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The first indication that collectors had that the ‘error’ Health Stamps were being sold at the
Royal Oak Office, was around about June 8 when, ironically, it was an employee of a stamp
dealer, Andy Dolphin at Campbell Paterson Ltd., who received a copy on an envelope from the
Auckland Savings Bank containing a new cheque book. He quickly went to the ASB at Royal Oak
where he banked, showing the cover and expressed his interest.
The Bank staff explained that they had purchased two sheets and that 88 had been used for postage
(including the Dolphin cover). They agreed to sell 24 copies to Andy and, of the remaining 88, they
retained one copy for their records and donated the remainder to be auctioned by Stanley Gibbons
(NZ) on 9.11.1996 with the proviso that proceeds exceeding $60,000 being divided between the
Starship Childrens’ Hospital, Auckland and the Childrens’ Health Camp Board.
Campbell Paterson Ltd. donated 50% of the sale proceeds from the 24 copies that they
purchased from the ASB to the Childrens’ Health Camp Board.
Stanza Marketing, Auckland also purchased 1 sheet and the remaining 2 sheets have not yet
been accounted for

Figure 7: Original Self Adhesive Coil Box and Stamps with Information Labels

Of the self- adhesive stamps issued to Royal Oak:
One complete box was purchased by Stanza Philatelic Marketing. The same company traced a
second box that had been purchased by a panel beater. Fifteen stamps had been used for sending
out accounts and Stanza purchased the remaining eighty five stamps and the box.
Within a roll there were 4 roll joins with a stamp either side, plus the ‘5 Left’ and ’25 Left’
information labels.
The fate of the remaining 3 boxes is unknown.
The 10 sheets sent to the Te Ngai have been accounted for as follows:
 5 sheets + 39 stamps were returned to New Zealand Post
 2 sheets and 51 stamps are reported to have been sold to customers, nineteen were used for
postage and five for sending out accounts.
 Two envelopes were traced, one sent to Hamilton had been used as a shopping list and the
other to Whangamata had been burnt.
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This leaves 2 sheets and 10 stamps unaccounted for.
None of the ‘teddy bear’ miniature sheets were supplied to post offices, but a ‘proof’ cover
which had been prepared to test out the first day ‘postmarks’ was stolen from the premises of the
postmark printer. It was offered to a dealer who reported that the cover had a signature to the left
of the miniature sheet which was in line with the policy of the Philatelic Bureau when they
approve the work.
The police became involved and a person in Hamilton was charged with receiving stolen
property.
On June 8 1966 the annual Health Issue was made

Figure 8: Helen Casey’s Original Design for the F.D.C.

Fig. 9: Stamp F.D.C: Cover with the 40c Sheet stamp and the Self - Adhesive

There are major differences in the detail of the driveway, car exhaust and fence.
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Fig. 10: Replacement Self – Adhesive Coil Box and Stamps

The ‘5 Left’ and ‘25 Left’ information labels were not included in the replacement rolls. There
were, however, five ‘Thank You’ labels included that appeared after every twentieth stamps.
Within a few months of the withdrawal of the ‘Teddy Bear’ stamps and the replacement issue,
copies began to be offered in dealers sales auction lists, with a few even used on cover. One cover
was found in the Te Ngae rubbish bin. It was sold to a Auckland dealer for $400, subsequently
ending up in Australia being offered to another dealer for $3000. In spite of their threats, New
Zealand Post could not bring any prosecutions because of the sale of stamps at the two post offices

Fig 11: The Withdrawn Miniature Sheets

It has been suggested that only covers with stamps that are cancelled in June 1996 are the
genuine used covers, others would be contrived. This has proved to be inaccurate and the stamps
have been genuinely used outside of the June period
There had been two versions of the miniature sheet printed by Joh Enshede, one to be issued on
June 5 and a second version produced for the CAPEX 96 Exhibition in Toronto, to be issued 8
June 1996. In 1998 reports surfaced that ‘Teddy Bear’ miniature sheets were being offered for
sale.
114

The Kiwi, Volume 61 No. 5, September, 2012

Because none of these sheets had been issued and the stock had been ordered to be destroyed,
NZ Post carried out an investigation with the results being made public through a News Release
on 17 April 1998:

Fig. 12: The 1996 News Release Recalling The Teddy Bear Issue

We now had a situation where both ‘genuine’ issued teddy bear stamps and ‘un-official’ teddy
bear stamps are in the market place. This is made more difficult because if any of the miniature
sheets are split up, the stamps are identical in all respects to the stamps sourced from full sheets.
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The miniature sheet replacement stamps printed by Southern Colour Print were larger.
Sheet stamps 13.75 x 13.5 Miniature Sheet stamps 14 x 14.5.
This issue has certainly produced one of the most remarkable events in New Zealand stamp
production history. The story is not complete as the mystery remains regarding the 3 boxes of selfadhesive stamps and the 4 complete sheets that have not to date been traced, although some of the
stamps that have come onto the market could be from this source. It is possible that used copies
could still be found among kiloware packages sold for charity – happy hunting!!.
Further Reading:
Capill CG ‘The 1996 Teddy Bear Health Stamps’ The New Zealand Stamp Collector. Vol. 76 No.
3 (Sept. 1996). Pp. 65-68 & 76-77
Capill CG ‘The 1996 Teddy Bear Health Stamps’ The New Zealand Stamp Collector. Vol. 77 No.
4 (Dec. 1997). P. 112
Gwynn Dr. RG ‘The Teddy Bears Enjoy Their Picnic’ The New Zealand Stamp Collector. Vol. 76.
No. 4 (Dec. 1996). P. 93
Paterson W. ‘1996 Healths: Stamps with Variety!’ Campbell Paterson Newsletter. Vol. 47 No. 12
(July 1996). Pp. 1-4.
Paterson W & Goodale W ‘New Issues and Varieties, The 1996 Healths:’ Campbell Paterson
Newsletter. Vol. 47 No. 12 (July 1996). Pp. 4-6.
Sherwin M ‘Teddy Bear Health Stamp Miniature Sheets’ The New Zealand Stamp Collector. Vol.
81. No. 4 (Dec. 2001) Pp. 123
Sherwin M ‘Genuinely Used Teddy Bears NZ’ The New Zealand Stamp Collector. Vol. 84. No. 3
(Sept. 2004) Pp. 78-80.

A WARTIME EXPRESS DELIVERY LETTER
ANDREW
DOVE

Shown at 75% of actual size

This letter was sent by a New Zealand soldier from Zeitoun in Egypt on 25 MA 15. No postage was
payable as he was on active service. When it arrived in Blenheim on 9 JL 15, it was forwarded to
Wellington by Express Delivery. A fee of 6d was paid for the service. Unfortunately, the address in Hataitai
was more than 1 mile from the Chief Post Office and an additional fee of 3d needed to be paid to allow for
the additional distance to be travelled by the delivery boy
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PRINTED TO PRIVATE ORDER POSTAL STATIONERY ENVELOPES
ALLIED FINANCE LTD - 1938 TO 1940
STEPHEN PREST & PAT SKINNER
Introduction:
The Postage Stamps of New Zealand – Volume IX contains references to Printed to Private
Order Half and One Penny Envelopes for a number of private companies (1). Such envelopes were
printed for a small handful of companies at the start of the King George VI Period. Among these
was Allied Finance Ltd. The Study Paper, King George VI – New Zealand; The Half Penny Issues
& Postal Rate (2) illustrates two examples of these envelopes, one with the 1935 Pictorial ½d.
Fantail surface printed stamp and the second with the 1938 King George VI ½d. embossed stamp.
In addition to these half penny issues, Allied Finance Ltd. envelopes bearing the 1938 King
George VI 1d. embossed stamp are described in Volume IX. Recently, an Allied Finance Ltd.
envelope bearing the 1936 King George V 1d. embossed stamp has been discovered (3). Volume IX
notes that the half penny envelopes occur in either white or buff papers and that printing runs are
recorded to have taken place from mid-1938 to early 1941. Otherwise, relatively little seems to be
known about these envelopes. This paper draws upon information garnered through examination
of twenty three Allied Finance Ltd. envelopes and presents heretofore unreported characteristics of
this class of New Zealand Postal Stationery.
Return Address Settings
Allied Finance Ltd. envelopes are readily identified by the presence of a two line return address
inscription printed in the lower left of the envelope. On casual examination of the envelopes
available for this study, it was evident that there were three different type settings used on Allied
Finance envelopes.
As the research into this topic evolved, it became evident that the use of these different settings
seemed to have occurred more or less sequentially over time. This observation provides useful
context in which other variables associated with these envelopes can be characterized. A brief
description of each of the settings follows below.
Type I Setting
Type I Setting appears on three classes of Allied Finance Ltd. envelopes bearing, namely, the
surface printed 1935 Pictorial ½d. Fantail stamp and the 1936 KGV 1d. and 1938 KGVI ½d.
embossed stamps.
Type I characteristics, illustrated below, are common to all three envelopes. The key
characteristics are that the top and bottom lines measure 65.5mm and 36.5mm in length
respectively. The alignment of the bottom line in relation to the top line is such that the “G” of
G.P.O. is directly below the “L” of DELIVERED while the Full Stop at the end of the bottom line
is aligned just to the left first “R” of RE-ADDRESS respectively.

The earliest date of use is 18 JLY 1938 which occurs on a 1935 Pictorial ½d Fantail stamp
envelope followed by three days, the recently discovered 1936 KGV 1d Envelope (Figures 1 & 2).
None of the Type 1 envelopes surveyed are dated later than 1938.
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Allied Finance Ltd. – Type I Setting Inscription

Figure 1: 1935 Pictorial ½d. Printed to Private Order Type I Envelope on White paper dated 18 JLY
1938 (Envelope courtesy of the Wayne Menuz collection)

Allied Finance Ltd. – Type I Setting Inscription

Figure 2: 1936 KGV 1d. Printed to Private Order Type I Envelope on Buff paper dated 21 JLY 1938
(Envelope courtesy of the Len Jury collection)
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Type II Setting
Type II Setting appears to have only been used on Allied Finance Ltd. envelopes with 1938
KGVI ½d. embossed stamps.

The key characteristics of the Type II Setting are not that different from of Type I although when
viewed side by side, Type II lettering is slightly smaller and the spacing between individual words
slightly larger. The top line of Type II, at 66.5mm, is barely distinguishable from Type I (65.5mm).
However, Type II’s bottom line at 39.0mm is noticeably longer than Type I’s (36.5mm). The “G” of
G.P.O. is below the first “E” and the “L” of DELIVERED on the top line while the Full Stop is
aligned more to the right of the first “R” of RE-ADDRESS. All six postmarked envelopes examined
in this survey were dated between October 1938 and August 1939.
Allied Finance Ltd. - Type II Setting Inscription

Figure 2. 1936 KGV 1d.
Printed to Private Order
Type I Envelope (80%)
on Buff paper
dated 21 JLY 1938

Figure 3: 1938 KGVI ½d. Printed to Private Order Type II Envelope on White paper dated 17 FE 1939
(Envelope courtesy of the Len Jury collection)
Type III Setting
Type III Setting appeared on two classes of Allied Finance Ltd. envelopes; the 1938 KGVI ½d.
and 1938 KGVI 1d. embossed stamps.
Type III Setting is immediately recognizable by its noticeably smaller and more compact letters
than Type I and II Settings. The top line is only 60 mm in length while the bottom line measures
34. 5 mm.
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The earliest Type III date observed in this study was 19 JNE 1939 found on a KGVI ½d.
envelope. The earliest date among the six KGVI 1d. envelopes available for study was 12 OCT
1939 (Figure 4) which was 12 days after the general increase in postal rates for commercial letters
from ½d. the first 2 ounces to 1d. the first 4 ounces as of 1 October 1939(4) . The latest date of use
among the six KGVI 1d. Envelopes studied was 5 SEP 1940.
Allied Finance Ltd. – Type III Setting Inscription

Figure 4: 1938 KGVI 1d. Printed to Private Order Type III Envelope on Buff paper dated 12 OCT 1939

Envelope Characteristics
The dimensional characteristics of the envelopes did not vary over the three year span covered
by the examples reviewed in this study. All 19 examples measured 151 mm by 90 mm while the
dimensions of the window opening were found to be 118 mm by 29.5 mm; plus/minus 0.5 mm.
Volume IX of the Postage Stamps of New Zealand records that Allied Finance Ltd. ½d.
envelopes were either white or buff paper while the 1d. envelopes are only found in buff paper(1)
which the present study confirms. In addition to the three different type settings described earlier,
there are two distinctive flap designs and there are observable differences in the degree the
embossing impression occurs on the back flap.
Tables 1 through 3 below present these observations in chronological order which, as is evident
from the information presented below, sets out the time periods when the Government Printer
employed Type I, II, and III Settings.
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Table 1 - Type I Setting Inscription Envelopes (c. 1938)
Date

Die (Stamp colour)

Paper

Flap Design

Flap
Embossed

18 JLY 1938

1935 Pictorials ½d. Fantail (Green) (2)

White

Ellipse

Surface Printed

21 JLY 1938

1936 KGV 1d. (Red) (1)

Buff

Rounded

No

12 SEP 1938

1935 Pictorials ½d. Fantail (Green) (3)

White

Ellipse

Surface Printed

UNDATED

1938 KGVI ½d. (Deep Green)

White

Ellipse

No

Table 2 - Type II Setting Inscription Envelopes (c. 1938-9)
Date

Die (Stamp colour)

Paper

Flap Design

Flap
Embossed

11 OCT 1938

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green) (2)

Buff

Ellipse

No

17 FE 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green)

White

Ellipse

Yes (faint)

UNUSED

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green) (2,3,4) (four
examples)

White

Ellipse

Yes

27 MR 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green)

White

Ellipse

Yes

19 APR 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green)

Buff

Ellipse

No

18 MAY 1939 1938 KGVI ½d. (Green)

Buff

Ellipse

No

White

Ellipse

Yes

10 AUG 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green) (3)

Table 3 - Type III Setting Inscription Envelopes (c. 1939-40)
Date

Die (Stamp colour)

Paper

Flap Design Flap
Embossed

19 JNE 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green) (4)

Buff

Rounded

No

29 JLY 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green) (3)

Buff

Rounded

No

13 SEP 1939

1938 KGVI ½d. (Green)

Buff

Rounded

No

12 OCT 1939

1938 KGVI 1d. (Orange Red)

Buff

Rounded

No

27 OCT 1939

1938 KGVI 1d. (Orange-Red) (3)

Buff

Rounded

No

12 DEC 1939

1938 KGVI 1d. (Orange-Red) (2)

Buff

Rounded

No

Buff

Rounded

No

30 MAY 1940 1938 KGVI 1d. (Orange-Red)
15 AUG 1940

1938 KGVI 1d. (Orange-Red) (4)

Buff

Rounded

No

05 SEP 1940

1938 KGVI 1d. (Orange Red)

Buff

Rounded

No
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Acknowledgement: Four New Zealand philatelists graciously provided access to and permission to
use information on twelve of the envelopes that form part of this study. Items marked with a
superscript in the Die (Stamp colour) column are from the collections of (1) Mr. Len Jury, (2) Mr.
Wayne Menuz, (3) Dr. Stephen D Schumann and (4) Mr. Harold Waite. Their assistance in
providing access to All1ed Finance envelopes in their collections is gratefully acknowledged.
Discussion
The 1935 Pictorial ½d. Fantail Alliance Finance Ltd. envelope dated July 18, 1939 is the
earliest recorded among this class of New Zealand Printed to Private Order Postal Stationery
Envelopes.
The discovery of the previously unreported 1936 KGV 1d Allied Finance Ltd. envelope dated
July 21, 1938 is interesting in a number of respects. First, given the prevailing half penny postal
rate for commercial letters at the time, it would appear there would have been little need for prestamped 1d. denominated envelopes in mid 1938. It is hard to imagine that contents in excess of 4
ounces could be stuffed into the relatively small Allied Finance envelopes. It is possible that
Allied Finance may have been considering using the 1d. envelopes for regular Inland letters.
The same would hold true for the 1938 KGVI 1d. envelopes reported to have been produced for
New Zealand Breweries Ltd. in 1938. Volume IX reports that the first of these envelopes were
printed in February 1938(1) which is some months prior to the 1938 KGVI dies being readied for
service(5). With the discovery of the 1936 KGV 1d. Allied Finance envelope, it would appear that
at least some of the 1d. New Zealand Breweries Ltd envelopes printed in 1938 could also have
been printed using the 1936 KGV 1d. Australian Die.
The possibility exists that the Allied Finance 1936 KGV 1d. envelope was an example retained
from a “trial” printing sent to Allied Finance by the Government Printer for approval. The same
might be said of the 1938 KGVI ½d. envelope which also features a Type I Setting inscription. As
both these envelopes are but single examples recently identified, it will require discovery of
further examples of these envelopes before this possibility can be ruled out.
In terms of envelope flap shape, a pattern emerges where white Type I and Type II envelopes
with Ellipse flaps were used to produce the ½d. envelopes through to early 1939. Buff coloured
½d. Type II envelopes with Ellipse flaps first appeared in October 1938. Type III ½d. envelopes
which first appeared in mid 1939 were buff coloured with Rounded flaps as per Volume IX
description for flap types of the KGVI 2d. Envelopes(6). All 1d. envelopes were buff coloured with
Rounded flaps. The 1936 KGV 1d. envelope had the Type I Setting inscription while all the 1938
KGVI 1d. envelopes feature Type III inscriptions.
The Type II Setting 1938 KGVI ½d. white envelopes appear to have been printed with the flaps
closed as evidenced by the slight embossing impression of their Ellipse flaps. Conversely, none of
the buff coloured ½d. or 1d. envelopes back flaps (Ellipse or Rounded) exhibit signs of the
embossed stamp impression which suggests these envelopes were printed with the flaps open.
With the increase in commercial letter base postage rate from ½d. to 1d on October 1, 1939, it
would be anticipated that some of the Allied Finance stock of ½d. envelopes may have been
uprated with a half penny adhesive stamp for use after the rate increase. The authors are unaware
of the existence of an example of this nature.
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Allied Finance Ltd. – Ellipse Back Flap (1938 - 39)

Figure 5: 1938 KGVI ½d. Printed to Private Order Type I Envelope on White paper - Undated

Summary
Three type settings of the return address inscription have been identified as having been used to
produce Printed to Private Order Postal Stationery envelopes for Allied Finance Ltd between 1938
and 1940. The Type I Setting is found on the previously known 1935 Pictorial ½d Fantail and the
recently discovered 1936 KGV 1d. Envelopes. This study has resulted in the identification of the
first example of the 1938 KGVI ½d Allied Finance envelope with Type I Setting.
The Allied Finance envelopes exhibit two distinctive flap shapes, the Rounded form described
previously and the newly identified Ellipse form. Generally, envelopes with the Ellipse flap were
used in the early part of the three year period these envelopes were produced while the Rounded
flaps are associated with later production runs.
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Allied Finance Ltd. – Rounded Back Flap (1938 – 40)

Figure 6: 1938 KGVI ½d. Printed to Private Order Type III Envelope on Buff paper dated 17 FE 1939
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NEW ZEALAND REGISTERED MAIL TO 1908.
LEN JURY
INTRODUCTION:
Collecting registered mail is fascinating and exciting. To be able to find examples that are
known to exist but not confirmed is the fascination and to find unrecorded markings brings the
excitement. I am delighted to be able to share some of these discoveries to mark the 60 th
anniversary of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain.
This article touches on only a few aspects of New Zealand Registered mail. Accounts of the
handling of Registered Mail and the charges applied have been published by the Rev. Harry Voyce
(1) and in the Postage Stamps of New Zealand Vols. III (2) and IX (3)
FOR NEW ZEALAND, GT. BRITAIN IS WHERE IT ALL STARTED.
In the November 7th to 11th, 1786, edition of “The London Gazette”, the Postmaster General of
Great Britain published announced a reward of £200 for the apprehension and conviction of
Highwaymen over and above the reward given by Act of Parliament. A lucrative reward in 1786!
Because of increasing concern about the safe transit of valuable letters, a Registered Mail
(money letters) Service was introduced in Gt.Britain in 1792. No special charge was made for this
service other than double postage for a letter with an enclosure. In 1835 the Registration service
was authorised with the cost of registration to be prepaid.

Figure 1: OC 17 1848: Wellington to England per ‘Subraon’
One of the earliest New Zealand registered letters

Most English speaking countries and colonies did not have a registration system until the
1850s. Little is known of the very early days of the service in the Colony but, as so often, New
Zealand was ahead and the first New Zealand reference was on a letterbill sent from Port
Nicholson (Wellington) to Sydney on 26 October 1840. Three years later, the Auckland police
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court fined the Postmaster at Auckland £5 for neglecting to send a letter on the next ship to
Sydney. The transcript of the evidence reveals that the sender had paid 1/- extra for the letter to be
registered. On 24 May 1846 the fee was reduced to 6d.
RED, GREEN AND BLUE.

Figure 2: Registered Letter (part front) from Wellington to England dated 2 OC 1871 with Green
Registration tape secured to envelope with two postage stamps.
The only known example from New Zealand

In 1866, Amendments to the Regulations included the statement:
‘All registered letters must be distinguished from the ordinary correspondence by having the
word REGISTERED written legibly in red ink in the left-hand top corner of the front side of
the letters, and by tying them with green tape. The tape must be tied over the end and round
the middle of the letters, and after being looped wherever it crosses, must be tied tightly in a
fast knot at the back of the letters, so that the knots may not interfere with the addresses,
Letters containing cash or stamps, passing between a Chief Postmaster and a subordinate,
although entered on the list as registered, are not to be tied with green tape’.
A further clarification concerning the use of tape was given in 1867:
“The tape must not be used wastefully or for any other purposes than that for which it is
supplied. Each letter will require on average, 24 inches of tape. Postmasters and subpostmasters are supplied with green tape by their Chief Postmasters, who must keep an
account of the quantities supplied to each Postmaster and sub-postmaster.”
This would seem to be an excellent early example of green tape becoming red tape!
Green tape for Public Service and Post Office letters was discontinued from 6 January 1879
when the blue lines with which we are now familiar started to be used. The lines marked in blue
pencil down and across the letter, front and back corresponded to the lines of the green tape
previously used. The practice of using green tape was officially abolished in 1890 although its use
had decreased in the previous 8 years. Even the requirement to use blue lines was ignored by most
Postmasters until it became compulsory in 1891.
THE EARLY HANDSTAMPS.
The earliest handstamps included a Crown over REGISTERED in a part circle. In earlier years,
there was speculation as to whether this mark originated in New Zealand or whether it was applied
elsewhere and was, therefore a transit mark. This debate was settled in 1956 when Ray Collins
reported the discovery of three sheets of specimen markings from Dunedin in the early 1860’s (4).
This included the mark illustrated in Figure 3. Subsequently, it has been thought likely that similar
stamps were held in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch.
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Figure 3: Letter from Port Lyttelton to England dated JU 23 1859 cancelled with the ‘Crown over
Registered’ mark.
Earliest recorded example of this mark

There was a similar debate about other early Registration marks including an unframed circular
REGISTERED mark and straight line mark. The question was resolved for the circular mark by its
appearance in Collins newly discovered sheets in 1956 (4).

Figure 4: Internal letter from Wellington to Dunedin dated 13 MR 1862 with straight line
REGISTERED mark applied in Wellington and unframed circular REGISTERED mark.
Earliest known use of circular mark

The envelope shown in figure 4 shows the use of both the early markings. It is also of interest
because the Postmaster in Wellington, fearing lest he be fined for missing the mailboat, has placed
a manuscript marking indicating that the letter arrived too late.
FROM 1865 to 1908:
The next period is between 1865 and the 1890’s when a variety of circle, oval and straightline
handstamps were in use. However there are variations that appear to have been created in response
to local requirements by the local Postmaster, in effect “designer markings”! In 1892, the
Universal Postal Union Regulations came into force in New Zealand. This focussed on the charges
and compensation of registered material rather than the postal markings to be used. It was not until
January 1st, 1908 that adhesive serially numbered registration labels came into use throughout the
country and replaced the rubber stamp markings.
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The Oval shaped.
In the 1860’s, because of the volume of post generated by the Goldfields, Dunedin was the busiest
Post Office in the country. It also led the way and became the trend setter in registration markings.
The first was a double lined oval that I liken to a racecourse. This datestamp was in use 1865 –
1874.

Figure 5: Letter from Otepopo, New Zealand to Finland dated MY 30 1866.
Franked with manuscript registration number ‘89’ at Otepopo and number ‘3974’ at Dunedin. In the
bottom corner, manuscript ‘prepaid’ which has been covered by a franked stamp, later removed.

In Dunedin, the ‘racetrack’ was succeeded by a large oval mark (Figure 6) which is seen to be
in use between December 1878 and March 1893.

Figure 6: The Dunedin large oval.
The gap in the border above ‘E’ is constant

At least four variations of this mark may be found with differences in typeface and the symbol
at either end.
At the same time, oval datestamps came into use in other places. In Auckland, an oval mark
showing the date within the stamp was provided and is known used in 1878 and 1879 (Figure 7).
The single line oval was adapted and is the first design emulated for Auckland, Christchurch,
Invercargill, Nelson, Blenheim and Wellington. Each is a Chief Post office. A further series with
dateline removed was used at Greymouth, Westport, Blenheim, Wanganui and Napier from 1894.
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Figure 7: A letter from Auckland to London dated MR 3 79 cancelled with the date in oval mark.

The next type to appear in Auckland was another oval mark but with a scalloped outside margin
(Figure 8). This appears to have been used from 1884 until 1890. There are variations in the size
of the lettering.

Figure 8: Letter from Auckland to London dated 22 OCT 84 with ‘scalloped’ oval marking
The earliest recorded date of this mark

Figure 9: A Tattersalls letter from Eketahuna to Tasmania dated 12 AU 03 with oval with scalloped
inner margin.
Earliest recorded date
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A third series of similar double lined handstamps were produced but with another oval inside
the cancel (Figure 9). The inner margin was sometimes scalloped and surrounded the space for
entering the registration number. There was no date included in these stamps. They were used at
Wellington, Reefton, Waipawa, Eketahuna, Wanganui, Foxton and Carterton.
As noted above, although there was some conformity to a standard pattern, some cancellers
appear to have been made locally and commissioned to fill a local need. The mark shown in
Figure 10 is a new discovery from Queenstown and is the only recorded example to date.
Curiously, the letter ‘W’ is inverted in the name of the town causing it to read ‘QUEENSTOMN’.

Figure 10: Envelope from Queenstown to the USA dated 3 FE 00
showing locally made canceller with misspelled town name

Standard Box types.
From the late 1880s onwards, at the same time as the introduction of registration labels, a
standard registration box handstamp marking was supplied to many post offices (Figure 11).

Figure 11: Internal registered letter from Auckland to Dunedin marked with the
rectangular box cancel.
Earliest recorded use of registered circular datestamp
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These stamps showed a rectangular box with a large R at left and the words REGISTERED AT,
the post office name and No. ………... However even within these if uniformity was the desired
aim, it did not always happen. There are for instance, at least 4 different fonts and these can alter
as new handstamps were required or if a Post Office requires a replacement handstamp.
Voyce records this “Box” type at 102 Post Offices this has increased by 19 since Voyce’s book
was published. Of Voyce’s records, 35 do not have dates of use but with help from collectors this
number has been reduced to 16.
Designer types again.

Figure 12: Locally Produced Box Type Registration Stamps
Devonport
Bulls
Rakaia
On letter dated 13 FE 04
On letter dated 13 AU 03
On letter dated 2 FE 94

However there were Postmasters of smaller localities who resorted to handstamps of their
designs. Often they resembled the oblong handstamps. Bulls, Devonport (not previously recorded)
and Rakaia (recorded but no examples seen – Voyce) are examples.
Conclusion
For me, collecting early Registered covers is akin to being a gold prospector. On occasions,
absolutely unknown nugget gems are uncovered. Much is of little value, but must always be
subjected to careful inspection. Tattersall mail is a particularly rich source of material. The
nuggets can be colossal or just of interest. Unfortunately each is flawed due to the Tattersall
practise of placing mail on a spike but much would not have survived so it is churlish to complain
too loudly.
Registration markings and their collecting offers many more opportunities than I have shown
here. Early manuscript, circle, octagonal handstamps and datestamps deserve articles of their own.
Again, in many instances, very few examples or only single copies of marks have been recorded.
A rich field is the Postal Stationery Registration envelopes. Excellent collections have been made
of Advice of Delivery services. There are many different straightline handstamps including two
with name of Post Office attached. In depth studies can be made of routes, rates, rules, other
registration services and New Zealand Post Offices.
I look forward to exciting details of new discoveries and discussions on the points raised by this
article.
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