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SOCIETY NEWS:
VACANCY FOR AN EDITOR OF THE KIWI
The current honorary editor of The Kiwi has informed the Committee that he
will resign from the position with effect from the Annual General Meeting of
the Society in November 2012.
The journal provides a key part of the Society's activities and ensures that all
members are kept informed of all the Society's activities.
Any member who would be interested in assuming the role is invited to
contact the current Editor for a discussion about the scope and requirements
for the job and to contact the Chairman, Derek Diamond, to discuss any other
aspects of taking it on.
MEMBERSHIP NEWS:
Deceased:
D.Max
S. Kundin
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THE NEXT MEETING OF THE SOCIETY
The morning of the next meeting of the Society on March 315t will be available for new
acquisitions and items of interest by all those attending.
In the afternoon, Beverley King will give a display of 'Maritime Mail'. This will cover all
aspects but will focus on the trans Pacific routes between 1923 and 1938. There will also be a
discussion of the Marine Post Offices 1901 and 1907 and a small section of wreck mail.
It promises to be a fascinating and comprehensive survey of the subject.
A DISPLAY AND PRESENTATION ON MARCH 15TH BY PATRICK MAZE LIS AT THE
ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF LONDON ENTITLED 'THE DEVELOPMENT OF
POSTAL SERVICES IN NEW ZEALAND UNTIL THE INTRODUCTION OF ADHESIVE
POSTAGE STAMPS'.
As part of the 60th Anniversary of the Society celebrations, Patrick Mazelis will display to the
Royal Philatelic Society of London on March is", 2012.
The display and presentation by Patrick Mazelis FRPSL will deal with the origins and early
development of the postal services in New Zealand. The exhibition will feature items from all the
periods referred to below:
Prior to 1825, there was no postal convention to ensure the carriage of mail to and from New
Zealand. Letters were entrusted to the captains of ships stopping in New Zealand or to passengers
travelling on board. An initial rudimentary postal service was set up in New South Wales in 1825
which allowed mail from New Zealand to be sent via Sydney.
The first postal service on the island dates from 1831, although it was not officially recognised,
as New Zealand was still a part of New South Wales at the time.
It was to be another 10 years before the New Zealand authorities established an official postal
service in 1841. However, this postal self-determination was to last only 27 months, before the
control of the New Zealand postal service was transferred to the British Postmaster General in
London.
The postal ordinance of 1848 finally gave New Zealand official and permanent control over the
transport of its own mail.
The display will be on view from 13.00 and the presentation will be given at 17.00.
Members of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain are most welcome to attend this display
and talk and are requested to notify to RPSL in advance so that a name tag can be prepared. The
RPSL may be contacted: V020 7486 1044, e-mail: secretary(clJ,rpsl.org.uk.
JOINT MEETING WITH THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIAN PHILATELISTS
A joint meeting the BSAP will be held at Spring Stampex. This will be on Saturday, February
25t\ 2012 between 14.00 and 16.00. The venue is the Business Design Centre, 25, Upper Street,
Islington. The exact venue in the Centre will be advertised at the entrance to Stampex.
The subject is 'Gallipoli and the Formation of the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZACs)'.
Displays will be given by members of both Societies. If any members of the New Zealand
Society can contribute material, can they please let the Hon. Editor know in advance - VO 1159
373762, E-mail: dove697@btinternet.com
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NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN LONDON ON JANUARY 2ST H , 2012
The Chairman, Derek Diamond, opened the meeting by welcoming Graham Ashdown who was
attending his first meeting. He also noted the deaths of Stan Kundin and David Max. He gave
Maurice Allen's apologies for the meeting and regretted that some of Maurice's voluminous
collections of postmarks would not, therefore, be on display at the meeting. He reminded those
present of the Mazelis display to the RPSL (details in this issue of The Kiwi) and the special joint
meeting with BSAP to be held at Spring Stampex. Lastly, he showed a flyer for a major auction of
New Zealand material planned by Prestige Philately in March.
He then handed the meeting over to John Stimson who was to lead the afternoon's discussion
on the evolution of postmarks.
John explained that his interest in postmarks was secondary to his collecting the Second
Sideface issue and that he was pleased to talk on the subject as it forced him to research and write
up the material that he had. Much of his collection came as duplicates to the stamps but he had
become more interested as he developed the subject.
He posed a question as to the difference between postmarks, cancellations and obliterators. His
conclusion was that cancellations and obliterators were designed to prevent the re-use of the stamp
and not to convey any postal information whereas postmarks included information about the town
of origin, date and time of posting, etc.
The avid collector who sought to have an example from every Post Office would need about
5,000 marks. Even limiting the collection to those offices in operation during the currency of the
Second Sidefaces meant that about 1,200 postmarks existed. The period was particularly good for
postmarks as many of the strikes were clear as they were struck in black ink on a red stamp.
Coincidentally, the period of the Second Sidefaces coincided with an interesting period in the
history of the country with its population expanding and the advent of the goldrush.
Throughout his talk, John made reference to the use that he had made of some key publications
on the subject. These included Craddock's 1976 book on the 'A' Class cancellations and
Marshall's 1978 volume on the 'B', 'G' and 'H' classes. He has found these to provide excellent
comprehensive listings whilst Wooders 1998 review of the postmarks gives a helpful information
on the relative scarcity of all types including the 'C', 'F' and' J' types.
The first obliterators consisted of a number in an oval with II bars. They were provided by
Perkins Bacon and arrived with the supply of Chalon stamps. They were numbered from 1 to 18
and in the early days were used to seal mailsacks as well as cancel stamps. The allocation and
mode of use of this first series is still not clear. The number indicates the office using the cancellor
but the allocation appears random and, as offices opened and closed, the numbers were moved
around. It is, thus, very difficult to be sure of the origin of a particular cancellation during the first
period unless the stamp is on cover with other supporting information.
The first sheet of John's display showed Chalons with these early cancellations and moved
through to the next series with which the postal district was indicated. In the 1860's, cancellors
were issued in Auckland with 'A' above a number. In all, 141 post offices had these cancellations
in the Auckland District. These were still in use when the Second Sidefaces were issued.
Similar ranges of cancellations were issued to the main Postal Districts of Wellington (W),
Canterbury (C) and Otago (0).
There was some discussion about the manuscript cancellations, particularly as they appeared
during the gold rush as the manuscript was used between the opening of an office and the arrival
of its cancellor. Lewis Giles observed that sometimes, the stamp had a manuscript cancel but then
was postmarked/cancelled again at the main Post Office so that the collector can gain some idea of
the rough location of the originating office. Sometimes, proving covers can be found which have
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the manuscript cancellation with the name of the originating office on the reverse. A number of
these were included in John Woolfe's collection.
John then moved on to describe and illustrate in detail the evolution of the different classes of
postal cancellors and included single stamps, multiples and covers of the different types of 'A'
class. Included was a letter from Arthur T. Bate to Stanley Gibbons. Bate was distinguished as the
first New Zealand philatelist to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists and was a Civil Servant
who served in the Native Office (later Department of Maori Affairs) before becoming private
secretary to the Postmaster General - a good position for a keen philatelist! He remained a vice
president of the Philatelic Society of New Zealand until his death in 1922.
One of the operational difficulties for post office staff with the' A' class cancellations is that the
slugs carrying the date etc . have to be replaced manually. This may result in errors including
inverted years, incorrect years and the substitution of the month for the numerical date. All of
these types of error were on display.
The 'B' class cancellors were in use at the same time as the 'A' class but had the name of the
town in a semicircle rather than a straight line. They were only used in larger towns and it is
thought that they have been used on items of mail arriving uncancelled from smaller post offices
in the surrounding area.
The other three types of cancellation, 'F ', ' 0 ' and 'H' were also covered with examples on
stamps or cover.
After John had finished, Lewis Giles showed some of the postmarks deriving from the rapidly
changing goldfields. In the 1860' s, Dunedin was the busiest post office in the country and Lewis
included 8 different types of postmarks from the city. These also illustrated the loss of quality of
the mark as the metal in the stamp became worn. Because the population centres in the goldfields
changed so rapidly, the post office introduced some generic cancellors with the origin showing as
'Goldfields'. There were 4 different, showing letters A, B, C and D. It is known where each was
used. There was also a mark with Goldfields/Marlborough but this is not known used on cover.
Graham Ashdown showed a Chalon envelope cancelled ' Petre' . There was discussion about
the period between 1854 and 1862 when, despite the name having been changed back to
Wanganui , the post office continued to use the Petre cancellation.
Dean Curtis illustrated the use of Post Office Training School single vertical lines
cancellations, including a Telegraph Form used for training purposes which was stamped with $1
and $2 from the 1971 definitive series.
Lastly, Alan Baker showed some temporary Post Office datestamps including some from the
1906 Christchurch Exhibition which were later used in the Chief Post Office with 'Exhibition'
removed from the stamp. He also displayed a number of examples of Health Camp first day covers
which were cancelled in the Camps at a post office which operated only on the first day of issue.
Towards the end of the discussion, the question was raised as to the origin of the names of the
classes of postmarks i.e. A, B, C, F, G, Hand J but not D, E or I. Derek Diamond noted that the
same phenomenon of missing letter allocations was seen in the British Post Office in the sizes of
Registered envelopes and wondered whether there may a connection. It was agreed that no
connection was immediately obvious. The consensus was that the names may have been allocated
by an early writer on the subject but, alternatively they may have been generated by the Post
Office. (If any reader has the answer, can they please communicate it to the Hon. Editor) .
Derek Diamond thanked all those who had taken part in the afternoon and remarked that he had
enjoyed the leisurely stroll through the subject and the contributions from everybody present. The
meeting closed at 16.15.
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Society publications are now available:
SP I: Aspects a/Collecting New Zealand Stamps .(Out of Stock)
SP 2: Index to The Kiwi Volumes 1 to 50. Printed and CD Version.
SP 3: The Kiwi Volumes 1 - 50. Full text on CD
SP 4: New Zealand Stamps Overprinted "o. P.s. o. "
Price: SP I: £10 inc. P, & P.
SP 2 & SP 3, £30 in UK and £35 overseas airmail inc. P. & P. (Society members will
receive a 40% discount, i.e. £18 for UK and £21 for overseas»
SP 4: £24 incl. £1.50 P&P .
Payment accepted in NZ$ , US$ or £St. All orders to:
New Zealand Society of Great Britain
9, Ashley Drive ,
Walton-on Thames,
Surrey KTl2 IJL

FROM THE COMMITTEE
A committee meeting was held before the main Society meeting on January zs", 2012.
Amongst the matters discussed were:
~
Preparations for the so" Anniversary are going well. More deta ils are given elsewhere in
the journal. We expect to welcome a number of visitors from New Zealand during the
week in September. An update on progress will be contained in each edition of The Kiwi
this year. The Dinner to celebrate the 60 th Anniversary of the founding of the Society will
be held at the Union Jack Club on the evening of Saturday, September 29 th • A number of
distinguished guests have been invited including the New Zealand High Commissioner
and the President of the RPSL.
~
The Programme for 2013 was discussed: provisionally it was agreed that it should be:
January 26 th : Committee Meeting / Registered covers pre. 1908 (led by Paul
Wreglesworth)
th

~
~

March 30 : Items of interest / 12 sheet competition
May 25 th : Items of interest / Booklets (led by Michael Wilkinson)
th
July 27 : Committee Meeting / Essays, proofs and specimens
September 28 th : All day meeting at Warwick: Recent acquisitions
November 30 th : Annual General Meeting / Auction
This programme is provisional : if any members have comments, please contact the Honorary
Secretary.
The Committee received the resignation of the Editor of The Kiwi w.e.f. November 2012 and
requested that a request for volunteers for the role should be placed in the next issue .
The Treasurer noted that subscriptions for the year were being paid and that there did not
seem to have been any significant adverse effect of the increase in membership fees.
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60 TII ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS UPDATE
Number 1
th
September 26 - September zs", 2012
- It is now clear that never before in the United Kingdom has there been so much quality New
Zealand philately in one place at the same time as will be on view in Australasia 2012 at
Autumn Stampex 26 - 29 September this year. In addition to five Gold Medal collections (4
from our own members), there will be numerous other frames of New Zealand material
covering many different aspects: the Chalons, Postal Stationery, Antarctica and N.Z., KGV
etc. etc. This is genuinely a once in a lifetime opportunity and you should plan to see these
exceptional items.
-The Society has arranged for 3 special prizes for New Zealand philately to be awarded in
addition to the Stampex awards . They will be:
-1. To the best competitive entry of N.Z. philately - the Campbell Paterson Award
(£200 cheque),

- 2. For the best competitive entry by a member of the New Zealand Society of Great
Britain - the Gordon Kaye Salver,
- 3. To the Society member who achieves the highest marks for a first-time entry in a
National Competition. A hand-carved Maori Patu on stand.
- The prizes will be awarded during the Anniversary Dinner in Saturday evening at the Union
Jack Club.
We are delighted that Warwick Paterson will present the Campbell Paterson Award in
person and will be present at all events during the four days .
- More straightforward arrangements have now been agreed for those wishing to hear Robin
Gwynn's talk on Thursday 27 th, 2012 at 17.00 at the Royal Philatelic Society in London .
Robin's display will be on view from 13.00. Any non-member of the RPSL is requested to
let the RPSL Office know in advance (W020 7486 1044, e-mail secretary@rpsl.org.uk) in
order to have their name-label available on arrival. This replaces the information given in
The Kiwi (Vol. 61, Jan. 2012, P.II).
-All frame-fee refunds (50%) can be obtained by application to the Honorary Treasurer
immediately following Stampex. Any overseas member entering Stampex directly (i.e. not
via John Watts) can by prior arrangement receive the refund in cash in London from the
Hon. Treasurer.
th

- The Celebration Dinner: arrangements for the anniversary dinner on September 29 have
now been finalised and the booking form is enclosed with this issue of The Kiwi. The
celebration will be held in the Gascoine Room at the Union Jack Club from 18.00.
Distinguished guests have been invited and it will undoubtedly be an enjoyable and
memorable event.
- A reminder: the Union Jack Club has advised that rooms at the Club are booked up well in
advance. Any members who wish to stay there during the celebration should book as soon as
possible W 0207-902-6000.
tHih1'Htftft
AUTUMN ST AMPEX PROSPECTUS
Autumn Stampex Prospectus is now available to download for those planning to enter either
competitively or non-competitively.
It may be accessed on the ABPS website at: www.abps.org.uk/Exhibiting/Exhibitions/.
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The prospectus is a comprehensive document which contains guidance for prospective
entrants and all those entering should read it carefully. It includes guidance on the size of
sheets, numbering instructions, instructions about the inclusion of photocopies and
reproductions as well as specific information about each entry class. The latter may be helpful
because it includes the guidance given to judges as to the marks allocated to each aspect of
exhibits during judging.
The prospectus also includes the entry form, insurance indemnity form and a flyer for a seminar
to be conducted by Steven Schumann on 'Exhibiting and Judging in the Postal Stationery Class'
on Saturday 29 th .
The key dates for entries is:
Entry forms to be received
August 19,2012
Last date for receiving postal entries
September 17, 2012
Hand in for personally delivered entries
September 25,2012
Hand back of delivered entries
September 29,2012
There will also be a judging critique on September 29 th, 2012 . This is an opportunity for those
competing to discuss their entries with the judges. This is an excellent opportunity to receive
constructive criticism and suggestions for improvement from the experts.
REFLECTIONS ON THE SOCIETY AUCTION
BRIAN STONESTREET
Hon. Auctioneer
Following the annual auction, I have compiled a few figures that may be of interest. They may
also give some pointers to those who are considering putting material into the 2012 auction.

Excluding the sales for club funds , we had 28 fewer lots this year and I understand from the
recorder that total sales were reduced by about £2,000 as compared to 2010.
A brief break down of this year's lots is as follows (excluding lots donated for Society funds):

Less than £ 10
£11-£25
£26 - £50
£51 - £100
£101+

Total Lots entered
(Tot. 390) (% sold)
86 (57%)
78 (62%)
82 (41%)
74 (34%)
70 (20%)

Number of lots sold
(Total 170)
29%
28%
20%
15%
8%

Although there were fewer lots this year, the total number unsold was 220 (56%), compared
with 212 last year when there were 418 lots (51%).
Were some of the lots estimated too highly? There were certainly some gasps from those
present at the prices being asked. Do our members have most of the items on offer ? We will
probably never know but, as a rule, the lots with medium or lower estimates seem to sell more
readily as do the unusual. It is certainly noticeable that damaged or inferiorly quality material does
not fare well.
We will be holding the annual auction again this November, so please start looking material out
now.
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OBITUARY
STANLEY J. KUNDIN
Stan Kundin died in a house fire at his home in America on November 29'h, 20 II .
A retired Marine Biologist, Stan was well known to members of the
New Zealand Society of Great as he attended the Society Philatelic
weekends in London in 2002 and Coventry in 2006. At the London
meeting he gave a display of coils and at Coventry, a display of Queen
Elizabeth II Definitives . Both of these displays were notable for their
completeness.
Those who attended the meetings will remember Stan as a sociable
and affable man who participated in all the activities in spite of
restrictions from his health.
Stan . London 2002
Philatelically, Stan's memorial will be the comprehensive book that
he wrote on 'The Vending and Affixing Machine Coils 0/ New Zealand'
which was published by the RPSNZ in 2009.
CORRECTIONS TO THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CARD
Three errors have been noted in the Membership Card and Programme 2012 which was
circulated with the January issue of The Kiwi:
~ Main Meetings of the Society :
• March 3151 NOT March 24th
• November 24 lh NOT November 26'h
~ The Celebration Dinner on September 29th will commence at 18.00 NOT 16.30
My apologies for any inconvenience.
AD

INFORMATION RECEIVED:
MEDIA RELEASES
New Zealand Post stamps celebrate the Year of the Dragon
12 December 2011
The extroverted and ambitious dragon features on the latest New Zealand Post stamp issue as it
celebrates the ' Year of the Dragon' for the Chinese New Year.
The Year of the Dragon stamps are the latest release in the lunar stamp series issued by New
Zealand Post. The set of four stamps, designed by
cross-cultural communications agency - Bananaworks ,
capture Chinese and New Zealand elements to mark the
Chinese New Year.
The 60c stamp features the Chinese character for
' dragon' , from the Xi Xia Song stone monument.
A paper-cut dragon appears on the $1.20 stamp,
YEAR Of lliE DRAGON
FIRST DAYOF ISSUE 5 JANUARY2012
reflecting the much-loved Chinese folk art of paperCOU£CTABLES. WHANGANU~ NEW ZEALAND
cutting. This dragon paper-cut indicates prosperity,
amiability and celebration.
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The $1.90 stamp depicts a Dragon Lantern from the Auckland Lantern Festival displays that
celebrate New Zealand's multi-cultural society. Chinese lanterns are frequently lit at New Year
and the Lantern Festival marks the end of the fifteen day Chinese New Year celebrations.
Finally, the $2.40 stamp portrays the famous Dunedin Railway Station, and a pair of swallows
which in Chinese culture symbolize hope, blessing and happ iness in a land . Dunedin is one of the
earliest settlements for Chinese immigrants to New Zealand.
People born in the Year of the Dragon are confident, energetic, intelligent, strong-minded ,
quick-tempered and natural born leaders. Gifted with innate courage, they usually do well in
whatever fields they choose. They are highly creative, enjoy the outdoors and have a deep love of
nature.
The Year of the Dragon stamp issue includes a miniature sheet, two first day covers, a premium
Limited Edition publication and a presentation pack that comes with a free paper-cut dragon. All
components of the issue have been designed by Bananaworks, Auckland and printed in offset
lithography by Cartor Security Printing of France.
The issue is available from the usual outlets from 5 January, 201 2.
f;f;.f; • •

Five iconic native New Zealand trees feature on stamps
16 January 2012

New Zealand 's isolation from the rest of the world has allowed its unique flora to evol ve and
flourish, resulting in the distinctive arra y of native trees present today. New Zealand Post' s latest
stamp issue, being released on 1 February 20 12, pays tribute to five of New Zealand's most well
known native trees - the pohutukawa, the cabbage tree , the kowhai, the nikau and the manuka,
The 2012 New Zealand Native Trees stamp range includes five gummed stamps, each depicting
one of the beautiful species in a detailed illustrative style.
The 60c stamp features the pohutukawa (a species of Metrosiderus), which is often referred to
as the New Zealand Christmas tree. Although it is widely cultivated throughout the country, in
nature it is restricted to the Northern North Island, mostly in coastal habitats.
The cabbage tree (Cordylin e australis) or II kouka app ears on the $1.20 stamp, which
showcases its small white flowers and white to purple berrie s. The cabbage tree is found
throu ghout New Zealand in moist soils and swamps.
The vibrant kowhai tree is shown on the $1 .90 stamp. It is mo st conspicuous in spring, with its
large golden-yellow flo wers . Sophora microphylla is widespread and gro ws near streams and at
lake edges .
The nikau (Rhopalostylis) is the furthest south palm in the Southern Hem isphere and featur es
on the $2.40 stamp. Flower clusters arise below the crown of leaves and form bright red berries.
Where the nikau is plentiful it gives the feeling of a tropical forest.
The $2.90 stamp features the manuka (Leptospermum scoparium). The manuka is a wid espread
shrub that sometimes grows to a small tree. Its leaves are very sm all and quite sharply pointed, and
it is abundant with small whit e flowers. The manuka is well kno wn for its dark , strong flavoured
honey it produces.
34
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The 2012 New Zealand Native Trees stamp series also includes a presentation pack, miniature
sheet, and first day cover with three unique datestamps. The presentation pack contains detailed
information on each of the trees, and it has been written by Dr John Dawson, well known author of
many papers and books on New Zealand flora. All components of the issue have been designed by
2Di4 Design, Wellington and printed in offset lithography by Southern Colour Print of Dunedin.
The issue will be available from the usual outlets from February 1 2012.
On 2 February 2012, New Zealand Post is also issuing the annual Game Bird
Habitat Collection. The New Zealand 2012 Game Bird Habitat Collection
features the rarest of New Zealand's upland game birds: the bobwhite quail. The
artwork for this issue has been created by a renowned New Zealand artist, Janet
E. Marshall. The issue has been printed in offset lithography by Southern Colour
Print of Dunedin.
i\"ntiHtht
Two further issues have also been notified by New Zealand Post
Heart Foundation fundraising booklet:
New Zealand Post is proud to be an official sponsor of the Heart Foundation, and is producing a
special booklet of postage labels to support his worthy cause. Each booklet contains lOx 60c
labels, and an additional $1 donation that goes directly towards the fight against heart disease in
New Zealand.
2012 self-adhesive Scenic Definitive:
A recent change in international postage rates has led to an increased demand for a self adhesive
$2.40 stamp. The $2.40 rate is widely used on international letters and on extra large letters
domestically. Therefore, New Zealand Post is issuing this 2012 self-adhesive Scenic Definitive
stamp featuring Lake Rotorua. The issue will also include a first day cover and a booklet of 5 x
$2.40 stamps
NEW ZEALAND POST STAMP ISSUE PROGRAMME FOR 2012
New Zealand Post has issued it Stamp Issue Calendar for the coming year:
Year of the Dragon
January 5th
th
January 14
2011 Year Pack
5t
New Zealand Native Trees
February 1
nd
February 2
Fish and Game
75 Years of the RNZAF
March is"
th
April 4
Unspecified Special Issue
nd
May 2
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
th
June 6
Matariki 2012
th
Indonesia 2012 International Stamp Exhibition
June 18
th
July 4
2012 Children's Health
5t
August 1
Unspecified Special Issue
th
Unspecified Special Issue and Annual Collector Packs
September 5
rd
Historic Ships
October 3
th
Blenpex 2012 National Stamp Exhibition
October 12
h
Christmas 2012
November i
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PUBLICATION RECEIVED
Len Jury Catalogue ofNew Zealand Stamps 2012
nd
42 Edition. Pub. Len Jury Ltd. P.O. Box 4400, Auckland 1140. Price NZSll.OO (+ postage
and packing).
A regular in the philatelic calendar, Len Jury' s catalogue arrives to brighten up the winter in the
UK. The first edition was published in 1970, seven years after Len started as a stamp dea ler. Those
of us who are experienced in life may remember that 1970 was the year in which the Butterfly
definit ives made their appearance. Interestingly, the issues to that date occupy pages 3-15 of this
issue, since then, pages 16-95!
The contents are right up to date with the 2012 New Year issue included. The catalogue also
includes a listing of Years Packs, Limited Editions and Framas .
As always, the production is excellent. It is A5 in format and simplified in its listings. The
illustrations are of high quality and, at a comparatively modest price, it is to be recommended.
AD
RECENT AUCTION REALISATIONS :
Lot No.
From J & J Fitzpatrick: December 2 2011
305

Realised (Est.)

1883: Manuscript G B ' 9-4-83 ' (Govern ors Bay) on QV Id Postal
Stationery Card

NZ$ 315 (325)

328

1921: Airm ail - Walsh Bros. Whangarei - Auckland Service with
KEVIl 6d and ' PER AE RIAL POST' cachet
NZ$950 (950)

335

1932: KGV !l2d postcard + !l2d adhesive overprinted ' Halfpenny' .
NZ$ 75 (60)
Unused with blemi sh

348

1915: Troopship No. 32 cancellation - v.f.

NZ$ 180 (200)

382

1945: Health FDC on illustrated cover (Pinnacle Stamp Co. H45)

NZ$ 75 (80)

From Auckland City Stamps: December 13,2011
287

Cook Island s 1910's Real Photo showin g Canoe Mak ing with
NZ$ 125 (75)
unused Id Makea on reverse

1819

Id Dominion Jeyes Fluid!Abdullah Bklt. Pane CPW4d(z)

NZ$220 (250)

2179

1906: QV Long Type 8/- Deep Blue (SG F85) tied on piece with
2d KEVIl - Dunedin cds

NZ$ 160 (200)

2200

1922:QV Long Type 15/-(SG F I22), l d Victory and 6d KGV tied
on piece with 6d Publi c Trustee Meter mark. Hamilton cds
NZ$9 35 (750)

2339

1939: 5/- Vertical Arms (SGO I 13) pair on parcel front with Parcel
Post label

NZ$I ,500 (1500)

2431

1867 cover with pair 4d yellow Perf. FFQ on flap to Fran ce. Cane.
Dunedin duplex
NZ$2,750 (2850)

2442

Uprated KEVIl Registered envelope with 2!12d Wakatipu and 1Y2d
Boer War stamps. Auckland to London - redirected to USA
NZ$280 (350)
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2482

1940 letter to Amsterdam intercepted - 'Not Transmissible'

NZ$IOO (125)

From J. Mowbray: January 10,2012
348

New Zealand Stamp Collector. Volume 1. Bound

629

FFQ 1/- Green on pelure paper SG86. FU small fault. Ex Hackmey NZ$330 (500)

704

1890 FSF compound perf. 12Y2xl0 blk. 4. selvedge/interpanneau
selvedge Some faults

NZ$520 (750)

2084

Life Insurance: 1891 6d and 2d VR on piece cane. Christchurch

NZ$150 (150)

2292

1930-31 Probate document showing £22,661/12/4 paid in three
instalments with ultra high value fiscals - £8,000 and £13,161

NZ$I,550 (1200)

NZ$505 (850)

THE CENTENARY OF THE DEATH OF ROBERT FALCON SCOTT
This year marks the centenary of Scott's tragic last expedition to the South Pole and his. The
Natural History Museum has a special exhibition between January zo" and September 2nd, 2012 to
commemorate the event.
A large number of artefacts from the journey are on show including part of the 16kg of
geological specimens. There is also a life size representation of Scott's Hut as it survives in the
Antarctic.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS:
(The following article was distributed by a member as an accompaniment to a display on the Great Barrier Island
Pigeongram Service. Unfortunately, it was in typescript and J have been unable to discover where, if anywhere, it was
originally published or the name of the author. J would be most grateful if any reader could give me this information
and 1 apologise to the author for including it without his consent.
Hon. Editor)

CENTENARY OF GREAT BARRIER ISLAND PIGEONGRAM SERVICE 1897 -1997
In the early days of European settlement, Great Barrier Island, on account of its Kauri forests
and glowing reports of copper ore, was commercially important. Fish abounded in the blue waters
and game in the verdant forests and sportsmen were attracted from near and far.
The only means of communication with the mainland was by weekly steamer and sixteen days
were required to receive an answer to a letter. It was to take a tragedy to reveal the full
consequences of the isolation of the Barrier Islanders.
On the 28th October 1894, the S. S. Wairarapa, en route from Sydney to Auckland, was
wrecked on the rugged coast at Miner's Head, Great Barrier Island. A few days later, Mr. Walter
Friker, a pigeon fancier, of Picton Street, Auckland, was shocked to read of the tragedy. He closed
his eyes and tried to visualise the desolate scene. The rugged precipitous cliffs, the surging seas
and the frantic efforts of Captain McIntosh and his officers to save human life. Alas, their efforts
were in vain and one hundred and twenty one lives were lost. With tragic emphasis, the people of
New Zealand were thus made to realise the state of isolation of the residents of the island and the
urgent need for a speedier means of communication with the mainland.
And so it came about that Mr. Fricker was inspired to commence a pigeon post service. Homing
pigeons were procured from Mr. Henry Brett, Mr. Anthony Horden of Sydney and Mr. McQuarrie
of Nelson. Mr. Fricker approached Captain Duthie, the skipper of the Northern Steamship
Company's 'Iona' to help him in the training of the birds. The pigeons were placed in a basket and
taken to the boat in the horse tram.
37

The Kiwi. Volume 61 No.2. March 2012

At first, Captain Duthie would liberate the birds at Rangitoto Island. The next voyage, the birds
were carried a little further, well past Tiri Lighthouse. Gradually, the distances were increased
until the time came to fly the pigeons from Great Barrier Island .
The first message carried was a report of an excursion to the island . On this occasion, a bird
called ' Ariel' carried five sheets of letter sized paper. Later, on the 5th September, 1896, the
pigeons were employed to convey the results of the General Election. These experimenst were so
successful that Mr. Fricker decided to establish an agency. He wrote to Miss Springhall, who was
the Post Mistress at Blind Bay, Okupu and Miss Springhall agreed to have the depot at her
residence.
Mr. Smales, a mining promoter, agreed to act as an agent for Mr. Fricker and during 1897, the
agency opened for business. The service soon became patronised and was of great convenience to
the settlers and mining community.
Each week, six to eight pigeons were sent by steamer to Miss Springhall. The messages of this
period were written on plain tissue paper but later special pigeongram forms were provided. Up to
five messages could be sent by each pigeon. The despatches were bound around the leg of the bird
and tied with cotton. Later, the messages were made secure by means of a rubber band. Although a
charge of two shillings for each message was made , and the agency subsidised by four companies,
the service was not profitable. All appeals to the Government for financial assistance were refused .
Negotiations between Mr. Fricker and Mr. Smales proved unsatisfactory and Mr. Smales and
Mr. Gould decide to provide an opposition service. They interviewed Mr. Parkin, a pigeon fancier ,
whose loft was situated in High Street, Auckland.
Mr. Parkin operated the service for twelve months and then disposed of his interest to Mr.
Samuel Holden Howie of Newton Road , Auckland. Meantime, Mr. Fricker removed his agenc y to
Oroville which was four miles inland from Okupu. Mr. McMillan acted for Mr. Fricker as his
agent, and had the important task of breeding pigeons at Great Barrier Island to inaugurate a two
way service. This was successfully accomplished.
Mr. Howie was only eighteen years old when he took over the service from Mr. Parkin and with
youthful enterprise he extended his enterprise to Whangaparapara where Mr. Robinson acted as
his agent. Mr. Warren conducted the service from Port Fitzroy, Mr. Parris from Waiheke Island
and Mr. Nairn from Port Charles on the Coromandel Peninsula. Mr. Howie's enterprise did not
finish here, for a service was commenced from Marotiri, the Hen and Chicken Islands and from
Mr. L. D. Nathan's Ostrich farm at Whitford Park. Later in the service, Mr. Warner managed the
Okupu branch in place of Miss Springhall and Mr. Avery.
Towards the end of August 1898, Mr. Henry Bolitho, father of Hector Bolitho the well known
author, thought of using stamps in connection with the service. Mr. Howie was in favour of the
suggestion and Mr. Bolitho agreed to get stamps printed. And so it came to pass that, on Thursday
1t h November, 1898, the world's first message bearing a stamp was carried by Pigeon Post from
Great Barrier Island to Auckland. Because of the fact that these were the world's first airmail
stamps they are in keen demand by philatelists all over the world. The cost of the stamp was one
shilling and the design is that of a swallow carr ying a letter in its beak . The words 'Special Post'
are inscribed in the centre of the stamp. One thousand eight hundred stamps were prepared and
they were printed in indigo blue on white-wove paper.
The second, third and fourth issues of the stamps were greenish blue in colour, oblong in shape
and of a more pleasing design. The Government objected to the words 'Special Post' and the later
stamps were inscribed 'Pigeongram'. The stamps of Mr. Fricker's agency were triangular in shape
and the design is that of a pigeon flying over a city with a message. These stamps were printed in
two colours, the sixpenny valu e in blue and the shilling value in red. These triangular stamps were
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lithographed and each stamp identified by some small individual marks . Plating these stamps is
most fascinating.
The 'Original' service also provided stamps for use from Marotiri the Hen and Chicken Islands.
Two hundred and forty Great Barrier Island stamps of the second issue were overprinted ' Marotiri
Pigeongram '. These provisional stamps are very rare and in 1938 were valued at approxim ately
£60 each unused and over £ 100 used . The second issue was a special stamp prepared for Marotiri
and was printed in red and the central design that of a flying pigeon.
When the late King George V visited New Zealand as the Duke of Cornwall and York greetings
from the residents of the Great Barrier Island were sent by pigeon . The news of Queen Victoria's
death was also carried by pigeon.
On the 26th September 1908, twelve and a half knots of cable were succes sfully laid from
Tryphena, Great Barrier, to the mainl and at Port Charles and the pigeon service ceased to function.
NEW ZEALAND REPLY COUPONS (Part 2)
JOHN WATTS
The next Congress was held in Stockholm in 1925 and the decision was made to reduce the
postage for overseas mail to 25c and to allow members a variation of + 60%. The selling price
dropped to 40c and the watermark was altered appropriatel y. At the same time , the validity of the
coupons was increased to 6 months worldwide.
The size of the coupon was also reduced a little to 105 x 74mm and the lines of latitude and
longitude were removed from the two globes.
In New Zealand, the price of the coupon was reduced to 5d on September 16th, 1926.
There were ten different types of this design. Variations included different scripts and
alterations to the watermark.

Figure 4: The Front of the Design for the Coupon agreed at the London Congress
Each UPU Congress can decide a new coupon design and, in 1929, at the Congress held in
London, it was agreed to introduce a completely new design. The new version was designed by
Franz Helbing and introduced from July 1st, 1930.
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Figure 5: The Reverse of the London Coupon
For the watermark on the new design, the value was replaced by a large double lined upper case
' UPU' .
The next Congre ss was held in Cairo in 1934. No changes were made to the design this time
but special station ery was produced for delegates and an example is shown in Figure 6

UN ION POSTALE

UNIVERSELLE -X· CONGRES- L E CAIRE 1934

Ci-.Af

;:)~ ~

...-L

<{~- ~ ~ ~ l

IJ

W~fr.

'r\......,1~~

Figure 6: Envelope and Seal on Reverse produced for the Cairo Congress in 1934
At the Congress held in Paris in 1948, it was agreed to remove the German and Italian
languages on the back of the coupons and to replace them with the United Nation s Languages:
English, Chinese, Spani sh, Russian and Arabic. French , of course, continued to be used on the
front of the new design.
At the Congress in Brussels in 1953, German was re-introduced on the reverse.
During its life of 37 yea rs, the London des ign underwent 12 design modifications given rise to
12 different variation s.
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Figure 7: Rate from November 11 th , 1950: 8d

Figure 8: Rate from July I", 1953: 9d

Figure 9: Rate from October l", 1959: Is
In 1966, a UPU Congress was held in Vienna and a new design by Donald Brun was approved.
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Figure 10: Vienna Design Front
This was the third major re-design and the watermark was a multiple 'UPU ' with an underprint
of a globe in the area of printing in the box.
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Figure II : Vienna Design Reverse
In New Zealand , the change to decimal currency on July io", 1967 occurred very soon after the
introduction of the new Vienna design. A number of offices reva lued thei r exis ting stock of Is
coupo ns to I Oc until new coupons became available.
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Figure 12: Vienna Design Re-valued to IOc
Figure 13: Vienna Design I Dc Issue
The overseas postage rate was raised to 12c on June l ", 1968 and post offices without new
stock re-valued their I Dc coupons by either a rubbe r stamp or pen.
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Figure 14: IDc Vienna Design re-valued to 12c

Figure 15: Vienna Design 12c
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On July I", 1971, the rate was raised to 18c and, again, some residual stocks were revalued
before the new coupons were issued .
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Figure 16: Vienna Design 12c Re-valued to 18c
Figure 17: Vienna Design 18c Coupon
The practice of re-valuing old stock continued until the up to date stock became available.
Figure 18 shows an example of the London design Is revalued to 10c, then 12c and, finally, to 18c
even though the new Vienna design had already been in use for 8 years in the country.

Figure 18: London Design Is re-valued 10c, 12c and 18c
There were five variations of the Vienna design with changes to the watermark and various
changes in the script.
(To be continued)
ADVICE ON A POSTMARK, PLEASE
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Figure 1: the Cancelled Label

ANDREW DOVE
I have lost track of the way that mail is now processed
by New Zealand Post. I recently received a letter which
was franked with the label shown in Fig. I.
My question is about the cancellation which reads:
'Carried by / 610 18 JAN 2012 / New Zealand Post /
National Network '.
The letter was a circulation from a large organisation :
is this cancellation used on bulk mailings or is it used
more widely and does the 610 act as a code to indicate
the office of origin of the item?
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2012 Colour Catalogue
• Colour Photos & Pricesfor
every New Zealand Stamp
from 1855-20 11
• Hundreds of Price Changes
• New Revenues Section
Phone, email or visit our web
site for more informa tion .
PHONE +64 9 522 0311
FAX +64 9 522 0313

hello@aucklandcitystam ps.co.nz
w ww.aucklandcitystamps.co. nz
1 Ngaire Ave Newmarket I PO Box 27646 Auckland 1440 New Zealand

