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kind noted by Dr. Dove are not at all uncommon. Indeed, late uses are so frequent as to make it
very difficult for us to establish the correct dates of issue for many of these items, particularly in
the King George VI period.

I recall that, in 1952, I was in Standard VI at the Waimate Primary School, then aged about 12.
I was a very enthusiastic collector even at that early age, but lacked the philatelic knowledge that
was to come in later years. In that year, while passing one of the school's rubbish tins, I noticed a
large envelope bearing a printed stamp featuring King George V. I recovered the stationery item
from the rubbish tin, but with youthful philatelic naivety, cut the printed stamp from the envelope.
This envelope would have been issued in 1930 - perhaps even earlier - and here it was used in
1952. But I now have an even later use in my present collection, a Id King George envelope
issued in 1927 and postmarked 1954!

There are several reasons for these late usages. Firstly, schools seem to carry fairly good stocks
of both the cards and envelopes - and I suppose that, as happens in many offices, those on the top
of the pile were used first. Hence, an item from an old printing could remain hidden at the bottom
of the pile, or in some teacher's desk, for many years - perhaps, even decades. The other reason is
that Government Departments were not charged double for deficient postage, only the amount of
the actual deficiency. Even if the item had been demonetized many years earlier (as was the case
of the King George V stamps and postal stationery) there was little to be gained from charging
deficient postage to the addressee, unless the addressee happened to a private individual where
double deficient postage was charged and there was some profit to the Government. The Post
office seems to have conveniently overlooked the "rules" when the addressee was a Government
Department (and particularly if collection of the 'lSd or Id involved a long walk, and waiting time,
for the postman). Examples of deficient postage on mail addressed to a Government Department
are of some scarcity. I cannot recall ever seeing a Department of Education envelope or postcard
assessed for deficient postage, even where this was warranted. Dr. Dove's postcard, in fact, shows
the reverse - the postage overpaid rather than underpaid. Perhaps, in the eyes of the Post Office the
"overs" compensated the "unders".
Reference:

1. Dove. A, "Education Department Postal Stationery". The Kiwi (1997), Vo1.46. No. 4. Pp. 79-80

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT POSTAL STATIONERY

ALLAN P. BERRY

I was particularly interested to read the article by Andrew Dove in the last issue of The Kiwi Cl).
R. D. Samuel in his New Zealand Postal Stationery Catalogue (2) lists the Department of

Education Postcards. The card illustrated is the first type, classified by Samuel as AX.l a. He lists a
number of printings as follows:

(a) [22,000/2/27 - 14997
(b) [30,000110/27 - 10411
(c) [60,000/5128 - 1997
(d) 60,000,5129 - 2158
(e) [40,000/10/30 - 11575
(t) [20,000/10/32 - 7965
(g) [20,000/3133 - 13889
(h) [20,000/11134 - 11618
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(i) [50,000/10/35 -10588
(j) Without printing order number

There is an anomaly in this listing, as Samuel's listing of the Y:zd. 1935 Pictorial "Official",
classified by him as AX.3a, shows a printing order number 50,000/10/35 - 10588, which is the
same as (i) above. I do not it likely that a print number would be repeated and, looking at the dates,
I suspect that the latter listing is the correct one.

The next card listed in chronological order id the Id. King George V (Field Marshal) postcard,
classified by Samuel as AX.2a, with a note that it was issued just prior to the postage rate
reduction in June, 1932. Samuel states that few schools would have received supplies and it is
possible that stock which had not been issued to schools was returned to the Post Office for a re:fimd of
postage. According to Samuel, there is only one print order for this card, listed by him as:

(a) [20,000/2/32 - 13016

Looking at the print order numbers, it is clear that there was a constant need for these cards. So
far as I am aware, no one has studied their dates of use, with the possible exception of the Id. King
George V (Field Marshal), AX.2a, where records may have been kept by collectors in view of the
card's rarity. My own copy ofAX.2a is cancelled NETHERTON - N.Z. - 2.JE.37.2 - over five
years after its printing.

Of my examples ofAX.1 a, I can record the following:

[30,000110/27 - 10411 Used TB KUITI, 13 AU 285
[60,000/5/28 Used WAITOMO CAVES, 21 FE 33 2 (nearlyfiveyears·afterprinting)
60,000,/5129 - 2158] Used TE KUITI, 12 OC 31.

This card has an additional 'lSd. cut-out from another, similar, Department of Education
Postcard glued to the left ofthe imprinted stamp, The cut-out is tied to the card by the cancellation.

[20,000/3/33 - 13889 Used DUNEDIN, 31 MAY 1945. (nearly 12 years after printing!!)

I do not suggest that one can see a pattern from these dates nor can I offer an explanation. It is
particularly interesting that the card which I have with the longest time between printing and use
was used through a chief Post Office, rather than from a small local Post Office. I hope that other
members will write recording dates and places ofuse so that, ifthere is a pattern, it can be discerned
References:

(1) Dove A., "Education Department Statationery". The Kiwi (1997), Vol. 46. pp.79 - 80.

(2) Samuels, RD. New Zealand Postal Stationery Catalogue, Part 1 - Postcards.(1988). Shades Stamp Publications.

A PROBLEM AIRMAIL COVER

GEORGEBRANAM

In further reference to "A Problem Airmail Cover" (1), although I am still unable to provide any
documentation for the route or the rate, two covers from New Zealand to the U.S.A provide a
possible clue to the rate, which previously appeared to me to be 3d overpaid.

From the introduction of Pan American airmail service to Manila in November 1935, Honolulu
had been connected to mainland U.S.A. by air service. As Douglas Walker indicated in The
Airmails of New Zealand, a letter from the U.S.A. to New Zealand which missed the steamer at
Los Angeles had a margin of four days by using this new air service to catch up with the steamer
at Honolulu. Once the air route extended to Hong Kong, in April 1937, an even faster option
existed through connecting with Imperial Airways and Qantas to Australia, and then across the
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Tasman Sea by ship. The rate for this service from the D.S.A. to New Zealand was set at seventy
cents. The New Zealand Post Office set a rate of 4/6 for service in the reverse direction.

Prior to encountering the covers illustrated as Figures 1 and 2, however, I had not seen evidence
ofNew Zealand mail being directed to Honolulu by surface to connect with air service there to and
within mainland D.S.A. An even greater saving of time by this combined surface-air service would
apply than in a westerly direction.

The cover illustrated as Figure 1 is dated at Wellington on the 12th June, 1939, and
demonstrates that such a service did exist. The cover is endorsed "Air Mail Honolulu - D.S.A."
and an air mail etiquette has been attached. The postage paid is 1/6. Figure 2 is similarly,
superscribed "American Airmail via Honolulu" with "-D.S.A." added in pencil. It is dated at
Dunedin on 8th December, 1939. The postage rate paid, however, is 1/9. It seems probable that the
rate was increased in the general realignment of rates on October 1st, 1939. Perhaps a reader with
access to a file of the New Zealand Post and Telegraph Official Circulars can confirm these rates.

In 1939 this service was not an unattractive alternative for mail to the U.S.A., particularly for
commercial letters such as these, to gain time through air service from Honolulu to the destination.
It provides a possible basis for the 1/9 postage rate paid on the problem cover of January 7th,
1941, for the external portion of the rate to England. In January, 1941, however, direct Pan
American airmail service was available all the way from New Zealand to England at a 5/9 rate,
and the slower Horseshoe route, part air, part sea, which had replaced the Empire air route would,
probably, at a cost of only 1/6, have been faster than surface transport over the Atlantic and a large
part of the Pacific. Thus while these new covers may throw some light on the rate applied to a
1941 cover to England, they do not explain why anybody would want to send a letter by such a
route.
Reference:

(1) "A problem Airmail cover" The Kiwi (1997). Vol. 46. Pp75 76
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A PROBLEM AIRMAIL COVER

ALLAN P. BERRY

According to Airmails ofNew Zealand, Volume 3, International Airmails 1940-1970, George
Branam has made the correct suggestion concerning the routing of the cover discussed in the July
issue of The Kiwi.

The war in Europe worsened on lOth may, 1940, when Nazi German Forces invaded Holland
and Belgium. Within a week of the British Expeditionary Force being forced to withdraw from
Dunkirk to England, Italy joined the war on the German side on 11th June, 1940. As a result ofthe
route being now over hostile territory, the London to Cairo section of the BOAC Empire Air
Service was suspended and New Zealand's through air mail service with Great Britain was cut
within six weeks of its start.

New Zealand Postmasters were advised of the suspension of the air service on 14th June, 1940,
and were told that the practical alternatives to sea transport for the full distance were:

Ca) Auckland - Honolulu by sea, Honolulu - New York by air, New York - Great Britain by
sea, at 1/9 per half ounce.

(b) Auckland - Honolulu by sea, Honolulu - Lisbon by air, Lisbon - Great Britain by sea, at
4/- per half ounce.

Thus the cover illustrated can be explained by the Id being paid for air mail within New
Zealand and the 1/9 for service (a) above.

In his comments on the Cover, George Branam points out that the rate was greater than that for
the well known and well used Horseshoe Route. According to Airmails ofNew Zealand, Volume 3,
the route that became known as the Horseshoe Route was not introduced unti116th July, 1940, for
which the rate was 1/6.
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The next note of interest from the book is dated 6th March, 1941. This states that the Schedule
of Air Mail Charges, No.7, distributed to Postmasters on that date, advised that, due to the
impossibility of making suitable connections at Honolulu, mails for the "surface to Honolulu air to
New York", or "air to England" service would no longer be accepted. Thus, the service outlined at
9AO and (b) above lasted 265 days. It is surprising that covers demonstrating it have not surfaced
before now. I wonder if there are any showing the more expensive rout via Lisbon. We wait and
see.

FOUND OPEN / OFFICIALLY SEALED

GEOFF GOODENS

Following the recent article by Ron Ingram (1) on the "Found Open/Officially Sealed" labels
and stickers, I illustrate an example from my collection (Figure 1). The cover, which is registered,
is cancelled at Hamilton on ?1 - 11 - 1962. It bears a label which is similar in size to that shown in
Figure 6 of the previously mentioned article. It carries the number marking of "Mail 76]. There
are, however a number of significant differences:

1. The border is a series of blue squares.

2. The wording, although the same, is in a different typeface.

3. The two crowns in the top corners are of a different design.

.............................•.••.•••••••••~••..••••........
: .rJ' ...........................................................•.•.... DO~NloNOrNEWZEALAND .•. ~.,., .:, <fI .' . .".,,;9. Ii'l!' J.C,l,A tJ"' Y ..~~.~~~.~,~,,!l~~'v,.~...._ •.".,,, :
: .'1". ~d4..lllber-~.. · t~1.. or1u.~~,.I'··'~t" ..,,····:· . ,'"
• . .~1:'_«, ,., 't6.....; /iW" ........ii-~.................... .
Mall 'I'll)

I

Figure I
Reference:

1. Ingram R., "Found open/Officially Sealed" The Kiwi. Vo1.46. NoA. Pp. 70 - 73

ORIGINAL MATERIAL AND READERS QUESTIONS:
BISECTED STAMPS - PERNICIOUS WEEDS OR PHILATELIC CURIOS?

PAUL WREGELSWORTH

From time to time examples of bisected stamps used on piece appear on the market. In general,
they attract little more than passing interest. They are, almost invariably, "fabricated" and, as such,
can be placed in the same category as most other forgeries. They are covered by the definition of
"Album Weeds", a tenn attributed to the Reverend R. B. Earee (1), but adopted in the first volume
of The Postage Stamps of New Zealand (2) to describe "all the rubbish that has been fabricated to
deceive the Post Office or the collector." However, some of these items do have a certain novelty
value.

My attention was drawn recently to a number of examples of bisected Queen Victoria stamps
from the 1882 Second Sideface definitive issue which were being offered for sale by two different
vendors (Figure 1 to Figure 4).

96



The Kiwi. Volume 46. No. 5, September, 1997

Figur 1

Figure 3

The cha.racteristics of thes were as follows:

Figur 2

Figure 4

Value Postmark Date

2d Wellington 5 April 1899

Id Greenmeadows 22nd June 1897

4d Kuripuni 22nd June 1897

6d Kuripuni 22nd June 1897

It is very unlikely that any of these were genuinely used to pre-pay postage. According the The
Postage Stamps of ew Zealand (3), the only occasion where a stamp from the Victorian era has
been used legitimately was when the 1/- Full-Face Queen was used bisected at Dunedin.

Examples of the 1882 Sidefaces have been reported bisected and used on original envelope (3) but
the general view is that these exist "per favour" or through a lack of knowledge of the regulations
by a postal official. The 2d value detailed above probably falls into the "favour" category as it is
on part of an envelope with a clear Wellington "A" Class datestamp.

It is the other three values all from the same vendor that I found particularly intriguing. All
three are affixed to what appears to be thin brown paper not obviously a type that might be used
for envelopes or wrappers of that period. They are tied by "A" Class datestamps. Although,
apparently originating from two different offices Greenmeadows and Kuripuni respectively6, all

97



The Kiwi, Volume 46, No. 5, September, 1997

three examples are postmarked on the same day, 22nd June 1897. Coincidence, perhaps, were it
not for the fact that each is tied to a similar, and unusual, type of paper.

Greenmeadows lies 4 miles to the south-west of Napier and Kuripuni is just to the south of
Masterton. Both are in the North Island but are about 150 miles apart. Hardly neighbouring
offices!! Is it conceivable that someone might travel that distance in the hope that they might
persuade a postal official to apply a postmark to part of a postage stamp attached to a piece of
brown paper?!

A further element of intrigue is that more than one ofthese "items" has been previously used. In
the case of the 1d value, this is not just a mark on the edge of the stamp, it bears a full strike of
Napier and the date is 1897. One penny would have been the cost for a local letter and it is not
impossible that the stamp was used, in combination with another, on a letter to somewhere else in
the country. It is, however, more likely that the perpetrator lived in the Napier area and prepared
his bisect from a stamp, removed from local mail.

It seems difficult to believe that, even if the respective postal officers at Greenmeadows and
Kuiipuni were uncertain as to the postal regulations, they would not have noticed the fact that the
stamps had been previously cancelled. There remains a possibility, therefore, that the postmarks
were not applied at a Post Office but are themselves forgeries.

Forging of postmarks is discussed briefly in the Postage Stamps of New Zealand Handbooks
(4,5) and by R. S. Craddock (6). They are consistent in their assertion that the forging of
postmarks during this period was unusual as most early New Zealand stamps are more valuable
unused than used creating little stimulation cancellations. Where forgeries do exist it is generally
to impart some suggestion of genuineness to cleaned fiscal or pen cancelled stamps. That clearly
does not apply to these stamps. The postmarks applied to these bisected stamps also appear to be
consistent with the detail set out in Craddock's book.

So what can we conclude? The last three examples each appear all appear to have genuine
postmarks yet the end products are so obviously spurious (previously used stamps, unusual paper
and not on entire envelopes). It is difficult to imagine that these could have been prepared with any
intent to pass them off, for financial gain, as a genuine example of a bisected stamp postally used.
Is it possible, however, that the originator was "testing the system" and seeking to show that it was
possible to get a postal clerk to apply a postmark to just about anything as a favour? The practice
was not restricted to one postal district as evidenced by examples from two offices a considerable
distance apart. The test-pieces, if I can call them that, were intended to be conspicuous so that
there was no risk of being accused of attempting to defraud the Post Office.

The 150 mile distance between the offices remains a puzzle. Presumably, the person
responsible was confident that he would be successful in getting his material stamped it would be
a tremendous journey to make, in 1897, on the off-chance. Perhaps he knew the offices well.
Perhaps this was a journey he or she made reasonably regularly.

It is, of course, all speculation; there may be a very much simpler explanation. June 22nd, 1897
is very close to the date of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee (she acceded to the Throne on June
20th 1837) - is there a link there? We shall never know the full story whether you regard them as
amateurish forgeries or philatelic curios I, personally, find them absolutely fascinating.
References:
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AIRMAIL BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND NEW ZEALAND

MIKESHAND

Following the two articles published in The Kiwi about. the First United Kingdom Aerial Post to
the United Kingdom (l,2) I thought it would be interesting try and see how many examples remain
of another airmail service within the Empire.

The cover illustrated in Figure 1 was posted at the 1936/7 British Empire exhibition in
Johannesburg and addressed to Levin. Airmail anywhere in the world for Yzd seems quite a
bargain.

One cover is illustrated in Volume 2 of the N.Z.Airmails (3) but I am only aware of one other
example. Do any other members have examples?
References:
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GREEN HONOUR ENVELOPE REGISTERED TO NEW ZEALAND

MICHAEL LOCKTON

The system of Honour Envelopes was introduced in the British and Imperial Forces during the
First World War in an attempt to speed mail by avoiding the need for censorship at regimental
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level. The writer had to certify on his honour on the envelope, inter alia, that there was nothing
enclosed which could be of use to the enemy if the letter were to fall into the wrong hands. TIlere are
many varieties and printings ofthese envelopes, which, with their usage, is my present field ofinterest.

These envelopes were not allowed to be used for Registered Mail, yet it appears that the item
illustrated (Figure 1) below passed through all authorities to the addressee without any form of
interference. It is addressed to Wellington, New Zealand, is franked with a 10 milliemes Egyptian
definitive stamp which has been cancelled in violet N.Z. MILITARY POST OFFICE 1 JAN 19
19161 EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (Firebrace type NZ 18 M) (1). The same cancellation has been
applied to and ties the registration label (Firebrace type NZR 1) (2) to the cover. In the top left
hand corner there is a strike in green of a cachet reading CAMP COMMANDANT 1 3 1 BASE
DETAILS (Firebrace type NZM 2) (3) with initials APC added. These markings identify the place
of posting as Cairo. The cover is backstamped WELLINGTON 1 NZ 1 14.MR.l6 4.30 P.M 1
REGISTERED and PETONE 115.MR.l6 7-AM 1N.Z.

Although as can be seen Firebrace records Registration Labels for use by New Zealand Forces,
I am given to understand that such mail is rare. For an Honour Envelope to be so used is rare in the
extreme - I know of only two other examples. If any reader can provide any further information, I
would be pleased to hear from them, through the Editor.
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