THE KIWI
ISSN 0964 7821
The Journal of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain
Annual Subscription £12 OO
Affiliated to The Association of British Philatelic Societies
The New Zealand Philatelic Federation
Hon. General Secretary: Keith C. Collins,
Hon. Treasurer: E. W. Leppard,
13, Briton Crescent, Sanderstead, Surrey, CR2 OJN
68, Chestnut Grove, Balham, London, SW12 811
~ 0181-657-4566
20181-673-4710
Hon. Packet Secretary: B. T. Atkinson,
Editor: Andrew Dove
77, Wood Lane, Osterly, Middlesex, TW7 5EG
12, Stella Avenue, Tollerton, Notts., NG12 4EX
~ 0181-560-6119
~ 0115-937-3762
p

VOLUME 46, NUMBER 4, JULY 1997

WHOLE NUMBER 263

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE LONDON CENTRAL CLUB,
16 - 22, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, WCIB 3LR
ON JULY 26TII, 1997 STARTING AT 2.30 P.M.
THE SUBJECT IS COMMEMORATNES
FOR FURTHER DETAILS SEE PAGE 2

CONTENTS
Editors Notes

62

Re-issue of 1898 Pictorials

68

Details of next Meeting

62

Beer Duty Labels

69

Membership

62

Special Datestamps

69

G.E.C.Pratt

62

Melanesian Mission Labels

70

ABPS Awards

63

Hong Kong '97
Congress of Scottish
Philatelic Societies

63

Found Open!
Officially Sealed

70

Findings From Files

73

Meeting held on May 31 st
Natstamp '98

63
65
65

Problematic Postmark

74

A trap for the unwary

74

A problem Airmail cover

75

The Waterlow and Sons Ltd.
S.T.Numbers and N.Z.

76

Education Department
Postal Stationery

79

Midpex
London International
Stamp &Cover Show
Reviews of Publications
News Release

63

65
65
66
61

The Kiwi, Volume 46, No. 4, July, 1997

SOCIETY NEWS:
EDITORS NOTES
ANDREWDOVE
The more observant of our readers will have observed that I have managed to cause
considerable confusion with the whole numbers of The Kiwi. I mistakenly thought that an error
had occurred causing the wrong number in recent issues. Unfortunately, the recent apparently
incorrect numbers were already a correction of an error in the sununer of last year. I am not sure if
you can understand that but I guarantee that the numbering of the latest issue as 263 is correct!
I have also received a note from Warwick Delamore, Director of Auckland City Stamps Ltd.
and publisher of the ACS Colour Catalogue New Zealand Stamps. We reviewed this publication in
the last issue of The Kiwi. He wishes it to be noted that a range of Cinderella material, Postal
Fiscals and other back of the book items are included in the Catalogue.
DETAILS OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Society will be on the subject of Commemoratives. It will be led by
our Chairman, Alan Baker who will display items from his collection of the Christchurch
Exhibition Commemoratives. Contributions from other members will be most welcome. If you can
display another commemorative issue, can you please let Alan know. His telephone number is
01372 722527.
MEMBERSHIP
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
John R. Buchko, Box 74013, Peppertree P.O., Edmonton. A. B. Canada, T5K 287
B.M.Cartwright, 7, Huddison Close, Woodloes, Warwick CV34 5TP
Dr. R. G. Milner, 136, Selhurst Close, Wimbledon, SW19 6AZ (previously East Sheen)
RESIGNED.
Miss S. A. Bum, 16, Barton Meadow, Bosvigo, Truro, Cornwall TRl 3NT
DECEASED.
G. E. C. Pratt, Warminster
LAPSED.
S. Byles, E. G. Barber, P. C. Boyce, L. M. Briscoe, E. Brown, G. Burt, J. Daneman R. Freeman,
0.1. Fynes-Clinton, B. Jenvey, J. MUff, S. J. Potter, A. G. Rosser, C. Seymour, W. W. Sorrell, 1.
A. Stephen, D. Walton.
G. E. C. PRATT
Members will be sorry to hear that Gerald Pratt died on March 9th, 1997. His working life was
spent with the National Coal Board and he ended his career as Director of Development for Open
Cast Mining. He was one of the early members of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain and
was secretary in the mid 1960s'. He gave a number of displays of his interests of Military Mail and
directional markings. He was always happy to share his wide ranging knowledge of Postal History
and Postal Stationery and his help is acknowledged in a number of publications including "History
of the New Zealand Military Postal Services 1845 - 1991" by Proud and Startup. Interestingly, in
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the 1970's, he and his wife moved from Surrey to a village near Warminster, Wiltshire which is
very close to Codford St. Mary, where one of the largest camps for N. Z. Forces in the First World
War was located.
THE ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH PHILATELIC SOCIETIES AWARDS, 1997
The ABPS has published details of its awards for this year. It is with great pleasure that I report
that two prominent members of The New Zealand Society of Great Britain feature in the list:
Allan Berry has been awarded the Congress Medal in recognition of his outstanding voluntary
work for British Philately at National level. The medal will be presented at the 79th Philatelic of
Great Britain at Coventry on Saturday 11th October, 1997.
Alan Gardiner receives an Award of Merit for his voluntary services at Regional, Specialist
and Local Society level.
Our warm congratulations to both.

HONG KONG '97
Congratulations to our members who won the following awards at the International Stamp
Exhibition which was recently held in Hong Kong.
Bruce Alexandre - Gold Medal and Special Prize and a Silver Medal.
Colin Capill - Large Vermeil Medal
Barry Scott - Vermeil Medal
ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SCOTTISH PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Our member, Dr.D.M.Stalker, gained a Bronze-Silver award for his display of the Penny
Universal of New Zealand. He was also awarded the Cowell salver for the best first time entrant.
MEETlNGHELD SATURDAY, 31sT MAY, 1997
OFFICIAL MAIL PRE - 1907 - ALLAN P. BERRY
Alan Baker opened the meeting at 2.20 p.m. with sixteen members present and two apologies
for absence. He welcomed a visitor from New Zealand, Rick Oxenham. He also announced the
Association of British Philatelic Societies Awards which are reported elsewhere in this issue.
Allan Berry introduced his display by saying that the material he was displaying was still not
fully accepted as Postal Stationery; his exhibit had been judged as Postal History until Finlandia 95.
He commenced his display with four sheets of what he termed Pre stamp material of OPSO
Department franked signatures. For early Official covers, it is usually difficult to be sure of the
originating office of these covers as the envelopes were standard with OPSO prints. Government
Officials granted franking privileges were notified in official Post Office circulars. A composite
annual list was published but, unfortunately, only the list for 1898 has survived. Lists of
Government Officials may be found in the official lists contained in official Government
Yearbooks and, with diligent research, signatures can sometimes be matched to these lists
allowing the origin of covers to be deduced.
The next part of display illustrated the sequence for the recognition and marking of Official
Mail. The sequence illustrated was: Pre-stamp, envelopes with the arms of New Zealand on their
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flap, envelopes printed On Public Service Only (OPSO), envelopes with a rubber hand stamp
showing the Department of origin, and. lastly, the originating Government Department printed on
the envelope. In each case, the envelope showed the authorised Franking Signature, either actual
or by facsimile.
The next change illustrated was the introduction of authorised superscriptions such as "On
Bankruptcy Business Only", "On Railways Business Only" (including Railway Advice cards). A
range of "On Public Trust Office Business Only" covers were shown and this included the only
known cover with the proposed departmental postage label used. This cover is thought to be
philatelically inspired.
Next, approved Printed Franks for the Treasury, Printing and Stationery Department, Stamp
Department, and Audit Department were shown in a range of cards, covers, envelopes and
wrappers in a range of different printings.
Educational establishments, Government sponsored exhibitions and societies were all granted
Franking privileges and mail from these institutions was shown.
Volunteer Militia Mail and Boer War Mail posted under the Franking privilege was shown: this
will be published in a future issue of The Kiwi.
The display concluded with a series of sheets illustrating the Postal History of the period after
New Zealand joined the Universal Postal Union in 189 I. The regulations of the Union dictated
that postage should be raised unless the originating Postal Authority had an agreement with the
Receiving Authority. Such agreements existed between Colonial Countries: covers sent between
such countries were required to bear an Official Paid datestamp. The exception was mail between
Postal Authorities on Postal Business which was free of charge. A rare example was shown of a
cover posted from the General Post Office, Wellington to the Postal Administration in Paris.
Examples were shown illustrating the postal rate to the United States of America (3d) and
Germany (2 Yzd).
The Free Franking Privilege was becoming increasingly abused. It was, therefore, stopped by
the Prime Minister, Richard Seddon, on December 31st, 1906. A cover used on the last day of use
was shown. Printed envelopes remained in stock and needed to be used: examples were displayed
which illustrated late usage of these covers and their markings showing postage paid by means
other than postage stamps.
Andrew Dove showed a cover bearing the Printing and Stationery Department adhesive label. It
was addressed to The Agent General in London and matched a cover shown in the main display
having been addressed in the same handwriting.
Margaret Frankcom showed Stafford Correspondence of 1853, OHMS posted in 1863 with the
postage of 2d paid by the sender, a Robinson cover - London to Napier, and a Robinson cover Eltham 2d paid.
Alan Baker, our Chainnan, gave the vote of thanks on a fascinating and, perhaps, unique
collection of Official material. He remarked that this was perhaps the last of the many expertly
compiled displays that we have seen from Allan over the years as Liz and Allan are due to depart
for New Zealand in the near future. Our very best wishes to them.
The Meeting closed at approximately 4.30 p.m.
E.W.L./A.F D.
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COMING EVENTS:

NATSTAMP98
10TH. National Philatelic Convention and Exhibition

CANBERRA 14 - 16 MARCH 1998
The Philatelic Society of Canberra Inc. will be organising NATSTAMP98, a full National
exhibition, in Canberra during the weekend of March 14th - 16th, 1998. The venue will be the
National Convention Centre in the heart of the Civic Centre in Canberra.
The Exhibition will have a full range of classes at National level. Entries are also invited in
more unusual Classes: Cinderellas, Social Philately, Frugal Philately and Postcards. To find out
more, write to the Convention Secretary for a prospectus at:
NATSTAMP98 (Exhibition Enquiries)
P.O.Box 673
JAMISON ACT 2614
AUSTRALIA
Enquiries from dealers interested in taking space should be directed to the same address but,
please insert "Dealer liaison" after NATSTAMP98.
Alternatively, enquiries may be faxed to NATSTAMP98 at (06) 251-1387. International
616251-1387.
MIDPEX
Further details of Midpex are shown on the enclosed flyer. Your society will be mounting a
display of New Zealand stamps - 6 frames of sixteen sheets each on a different area of New
Zealand Philately.
LONDON INTERNAnONAL STAMP AND COVER SHOW
This show will be held again this year at the Royal Horticultural Halls, Ha112 Greycoat Street. To
date, ·100 dealers have committed themselves to attend, this includes 16 from overseas.

INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED:
REVIEWS OF PUBLICAnONS RECEIVED
The Pitcaim Islands Radio Station And Its Postal History. Published in 1992 by The Pitcaim
Islands Study Group. Copies available for £5-00 from C.Kitching, 39, Marine Road, Penrhyn
Bay, Llandudno Gwynedd, LL30 3NA.
The history of radio in Pitcaim Island goes back to 1922 and a crystal set. There was a very real
need for communications as a means of attracting and perhaps stopping vessels in the vicinity.
Upgraded equipment was eventually taken to the island and a new station opened on 18th March,
1938. At that time, there was a New Zealand Postal Agency on Pitcaim Island and commemorative
covers of the opening of the new radio station exist with New Zealand stamps cancelled with the
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Agency datestamp. The history of the radio station and its war time service is detailed in this A4,
50 page, illustrated monograph. The Q.S.L. cards sent by the so-called ham radio operators are
fully illustrated, although the quality could be better. A very good book on a subject of important,
but peripheral, interest to a student ofNew Zealand postal history.
The First Fifty Years 1946 - 1996 - The History of the Whakatane Philatelic Society, by Ray
Herbison. Published by the Society for NZ$20-00, postage included. Available from the
Secretary at P.O.Box 114, Whakatane, New Zealand.
The Whakatane Philatelic Society's real claim to fame is the organisation of a National
Philatelic Exhibition in 1967, the catalogue of which forms an important part of New Zealand's
philatelic literature. That such an exhibition was staged in a rural area shows the caliber of the
philatelists in the society, some of whom are household names in New Zealand philately. This A4,
ring bound, 66 page illustrated monograph gives 13 pages to a story of the event and its support
from within New Zealand and from overseas. As well as a history of the society, there are potted
biographies of members who held office and gave service. Having met some of the people, this
booklet proved doubly fascinating. A very important addition to the history of philately in New
Zealand.
New Zealand Postage Stamps 1980 - 1996, by B.W.Hempseed. Published by Acorn Print,
21, Euston Street, Christchurch 4, New Zealand. ISBN 0-473-04271-1. Price NZ$25-00, plus
postage - NZ$10-50 Economy Air Mail, NZ$15-00 Air Mail.
This is the second edition of the book first published in 1995. In addition to detailing the stamps
issued from the 1994 Cricket Centenary to the 1996 Scenic Gardens issue, the great change to the
book is the addition of illustrations. These are in black and white, save on the outside cover, and do
leave a bit to be desired, understandable in view of the method of printing used. Once again, the
author is not averse to criticising some of the issues, in some cases quite savagely. This includes
questioning the need for some and pointing out that the collectors' packs are designed purely to
remove from the gullible collector their hard earned cash for the benefit of New Zealand Post
Limited. For a refreshing view of New Zealand stamps presented in a concise manner, this book is
highly conunended and recommended.
Early Risers - The Pioneering Story of Gishorne and Hawkes Bay Aviation, edited by
Richard Waugh, published by Craig Printing Co. Ltd., P.O.Box 99, Invercargill, New
Zealand.
ISBN 0-473-04391-2. Price NZ$40-00 Air Mail, NZ$34-00 Economy Air
Mail or NZ$33-00 Surface Mail.
This is the third of the books on pioneer aviation in New Zealand starting in the pre-war era. It
follows the same format, being A4 size, perfect bound, this one of 92 pages. All the services were
interlinked with all having to face to a very similar degree the same problems of equipment,
weather hazards and financial problems. The book, as with the others, is profusely illustrated with
contemporary photographs and has called upon the memories of surviving personnel involved in
the services described. There is an excellent bibliography and a good index. If you have any degree
of interest in the internal air mails ofNew Zealand, this book is a must.
NEWS RELEASE
NEW ZEALAND'S WACKIEST LETTERBOXES GET STAMP OF APPROVAL.
The once-humble letterbox was transformed into a work of art when New Zealand Post's latest
stamp booklet 'Wackiest Letterboxes' was released on Wednesday, 19th March, 1997.
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Following a nation-wide 'Wacky letterbox' competition held in September last year, the
slightly off-beat and imaginative entries of the ten winners, will feature in this highly original
stamp issue.
"The interest in the competition was fantastic. We were amused and amazed with the variety of
styles, topics and approaches that people took with their letterboxes," said Vivienne Merito of
New Zealand Post's Stamps Business Unit. "In all we received 365 entries covering the length of
the country from Canterbury to the Coromandel, and Wanaka to Wairarapa."
New Zealand's ten wackiest letterboxes that appear in the first 1997 stamp booklet include:
Morepork - Auckland
Cartoon Letterbox "Kilroy is Back" - Auckland
House of Twigs - Rotorua
Gold Tap - Waihi
Scottish Piper - Patea
Painted Buildings using a fridge and water cylinders - Masterton
Blue Whale - Mapua
Copper Diving Mask - Nelson
Log House - Rangiora
Plane - Wanaka
New Zealand Post held the Wacky Letterbox competition during September. Owners were
asked to enter their letterbox by submitting a photo. To be valid, the post boxes had to be 'postiefriendly' and had to meet size and access requirements. Posties voted for the top ten.
"For New Zealand Post, the 10 Wackiest Letterbox stamp issue was an appealing and unique
way to reveal to the world New Zealanders sense ofhumoUf, fun and ingenuity - by putting these
unusual kiwi art forms onto stamps," said Ms. Merito.
"We hope that people will enjoy these stamps as much as we enjoyed creating the concept and
viewing the many weird and wonderfulletterboxes!"
New Zealand's 10 Wackiest Letterboxes stamp booklet was available at Post Shops, Post
Centres, Stamp Resellers and the Philatelic Bureau from Wednesday, 19th March, 1997.
PIGEON-GRAM STAMP ISSUE CELEBRATES CENTENARY OF NEW ZEALAND'S
FIRST "AIRMAIL".
New Zealand Post celebrated the centenary of New Zealand's first pigeon-gram, a postal
message service that used pigeons to deliver mail from Great Barrier Island to Auckland, with the
release oftwo stamps on 7th May, 1997.
For New Zealand Post, the unique and colourful history of the pigeon post service, made the
centenary issue well worth celebrating.
"The ingenuity of New Zealand's pioneers in developing our first regular airmail service is a
unique part of our heritage and the stamps are a tangible reminder of that service," said Russell
Watson, General Manager Stamps Business Unit.
The stamps feature the original triangular design of stamps produced in 1899 by the Great
Barrier Pigeongram Agency. The two stamps released were the 40 cent Pigeon-gram (red), and the
80 cent Pigeon-gram (blue).
Mr Watson said that the triangular design was chosen to represent the centenary because of its
interesting shape and the fact that the Pigeon triangles are synonymous with that service.
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Auckland pigeon fancier J E Parkin set up a small pigeon carrier service for the gold and silver
miners on Great Barrier Island, which was quickly taken up by the residents. The first message
was carried on 14th May, 1897 and marked the start of a colourful chapter in New Zealand's
postal service history.
Mr WaIter Fricker set up a rival pigeon mail service company called the Great Barrier Pigeon
Agency. In July, 1899, Fricker's company produced a triangular-shaped stamp which has been
reproduced by New Zealand Post to celebrate the centenary.
The original stamp was designed by Maori war veteran H.C. Wrigg, holder of the coveted New
Zealand Cross, and was printed by the Auckland Star. They held two values, 6 pence and 1
shilling and were printed on a white wove unwatermarked paper.
The service and stamps came to an end in 1908. However, some 87 years after the original
service closed, the service was successfully resurrected, more as a tourist venture, with people
sending short messages to the main island.
The Centenary of Pigeon-gram stamps and first day cover were designed by Stephen Fuller of
Wellington and printed by Southern Colour Print of Dunedin by lithography.
ARTISTIC BRILLIANCE OF COLIN MCCAHON RECOGNISED ON LATEST STAMP
ISSUE.
The great works of New Zealand artist Colin McCahon are a feature on the latest stamps issued
by New Zealand Post released on 7th May, 1997.
Colin McCahon (1919-1987) has commanded the international respect and admiration that few
other New Zealand painters have received.
Russell Watson, New Zealand Post Stamps Business Unit General Manager said the company
wanted to bring McCahon's art to life by placing his work on another unique art form - a stamp
issue.
"It is a pleasure to recognise someone whose distinctive power and originality of his images
have made him one of the legends of New Zealand's art history," said Mr. Watson.
The four paintings which appear on the stamp issue include 40 cent, The Promised Land 1948;
$1.00, Six days in Nelson and Canterbury 1950; $1.50, Northland Panels 1958 (detail); $1.80,
Moby Dick is sighted offMuriwai Beach 1972.
McCahon was born in Timaru, but spent most of his life in Auckland, where he worked at the
Auckland Art Gallery and taught at the Elam School of Art to support himself and his family. He
began as a landscape painter, and from this visionary style evolved featuring the placement of
religious images and words against New Zealand landscape backdrops. His painting career
spanned five decades.
The New Zealand Art - Colin McCahon stamps and first day cover were designed by Hamish
Thompson of Wellington and printed by Southern Colour Print of Dunedin by lithography.
RE-ISSUE OF THE 1898 PICTORIAL DEFINITIVES.
We have received a letter from New Zealand Post saying that they are planning to re-issue all
14 values of the 1898 Pictorial Definitives. They are requesting advice on the design of the set.
They set out 3 options for presentation:
1. Stamp on Stamp (the original Pictorial stamp reproduced in its entirety on new stamps)

68

The Kiwi, Volume 46, No. 4, July, 1997

2. Recreation of the Pictorial series (stamps reproduced with only the denomination changed
to current value.
3. New stamps produced by engraved printing process.
N. Z. Post are asking that members of Stamp Clubs should let them know their preference and
are also asking for any other comments about the issue.
The address for comments is:
Nicky Needham,
Marketing Co-Ordinator
New Zealand Post,
Stamp Businesses Unit
Corporate Office
Private Bag 39990
Wellington
New Zealand.
BEER DUTY LABELS
We have been notified that Alan Craig is auctioning a collection of Beer Duty Labels. The
catalogue of the auction is likely to be regarded as the definitive publication on these interesting
Cinderella items. Any members interested can order a copy from: Alan S. Craig, P.O.Box 1313,
Hamilton, New Zealand. The cost is £15 including postage and packing.
SPECIAL DATESTAMPS
ANTARCTIC TREATY CONSULTATIVE MEETING.
XXI Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meeting

A special pictorial datestamp was issued to commemorate the 21 st.
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting. This was held in the Christchurch
Convention Centre from 19-30 May, 1997.

OPENING OF AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL MAIL CENTRE
OPENING OF AUCKLAND
INTERNATIONAL
MAIL CENTRE
~

~€I
19~

'-

A special pictorial datestamp was issued on Thursday, 22nd
May, 1997, to commemorate the opening of the new Auckland
International Mail Centre.

22 MAY
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RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS ARTICLES:
MELANESIAN MISSION LABELS.
Further to the article about Melanesian Mission Labels in the last issue of The Kiwi (1) Don
Scregg from the Wirral writes that he possesses a cover which is addressed to a Mr. BarringtonSmith, at 127, Hagley Road, Half-Way Tree P.O., Jamaica, British West Indies. It bears the lY2d.
1940 Centennial stamp and a lhd. K.G.VI Definitive. It is cancelled with an Auckland date stamp
of the 30th April, 1942 and has a "Protect Forests from Fire" slogan. On the reverse are the senders
details, W.A.Holloway from the YMCA, Auckland, Cl. A Mission label is affixed over the sealed
flap although it is not tied by a cancellation. The label is "Melanesian Belle" from Row 3, Number
6 in the 2/- sheet.
Reference:
1. Churchill D.,"Melanesian Mission Labels" The Kiwi. Vo1.46., No. 3, pp53 - 57.

FOUND OPEN / OFFICIALLY SEALED
RONINGRAM
I read with interest the original article by Paul Wreglesworth (l) and the follow up comments of
Robin Startup and John Woolfe (2) about the "Found open/Officially sealed" labels. Since reading
these articles, I have reviewed notes that I have made over the years about examples I have had in
my collection.
Several types of Officially Sealed labels have been used by the Post Office over the years.
There is an illustration and brief description of the first design in Volume 3 of The Postage Stamps
of New Zealand (3). There is a comment in this volume (Page 531) that: "For obvious reasons,
these labels cannot be allowed to get into the possession of unauthorised persons and they are kept
under lock and key and are controlled by postmasters or by senior officials". Unused examples are
known to exist so that the security was clearly breached.
The design of the earliest type is shown in Figure 1:

NEW ZEALAND.

v.

..tiIil.

FOUND

R.

OPEN.

OFFICIALLY SEALED

Figure I
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The earliest known example is dated July 9th, 1889 and was used in Hawera. It was printed in
black on deep Blue paper and was numbered Post Office label 134 although the number was not
always printed on the label. The label is square and measures about 2'14 inches by 2Y2 inches
although the size varies somewhat with the position of the perforations. They were perforated 11 x
11 although those at the margin of the sheet had straight edges.
The second label had the same design as the first but was printed on buff gummed paper and
were perforated 12 Y2 x 12 Yz. These are also found with unperforated sides. The Post Office form
number was not printed on the second label. This label is also found on a flesh coloured paper.
Figure 2 shows an example used on cover at Christchurch on July 14th, 1894.
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Two examples are shown of the third type of label. It was small, measuring approximately Ilh
inches by 2lh inches, bearing the printed Post Office number 134. It was perforated 11 x 11. The
earlier two labels had the words "Found Open" printed on them but these words were omitted on
this label. This was inscribed "this cover was found
" leaving the Postal Clerk to
complete the details.. One of these labels (Figure 3) had "Open" written in by hand. This label was
used in Waikouaiti, near Dunedin, but the date is not known.. The second label (Figure 4) has the
word "damaged" hand written on it but neither the date nor the Office using it has been included.

Figure 3

Figure 4

The fourth type of label (Figure 5) measured approximately 114 inches by 51S inches. This label
was printed in blue on white paper and had the P. O. No. 134 printed at the lower left. Above the
words "Officially Sealed" was printed "New Zealand". The text of the label read "this cover was
found
", similar to the second design of label. These labels were printed in vertical
strips and are found imperforate at top or bottom and without perforations at the short ends. The
labels are found perforated either 11 or 14.

Figure 5

The fifth design of the label is shown in Figure 6

.
Figure 6
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At first glance, it appears to be the same as the fourth design but there are many differences.
The label was slightly longer and slightly thinner measuring 1v.. inches by 5% inches. The form
number became Mail 76. The words "Dominion of New Zealand" appeared above "Officially
Sealed" where previously only "New Zealand" appeared. The perforations along the long sides
measured 10. The text of the label changed from "This cover was found ....... in the Post Office"
".
to "This article was
at
References:
1. The Kiwi, Vo1.46, No.2, pp.31-33
2. The Kiwi, Vo1.46, No.3, pp.49-50
3. The Postage Stamps ofNew Zealand Volume Ill. Published by The Philatelic Society ofNew Zealand (1955) P. 530.

ORIGINAL MATERIAL AND READERS QUESTIONS:
FINDINGS FROM FILES
POSTAL NOTE PAPER ONCE AGAIN
ALLAN P. BERRY
This short extract consists of two letters only. The first is from the New Zealand High
Commission to the Controller ofthe Post Office Stores Department, dated 27th January, 1947. It is
headed P. & T. 3644., and reads:
"Further to previous correspondence with regard to the Postal Note Paper required by the
Post & Telegraph Department under the above requisition, I am now pleased to inform you
that I have been successful in obtaining from Messrs. Alex. Cowan & Sons an offer to supply
1245 reams of this paper - half the quantity to be ready for shipment in September and the
balance in December, 1947.
"As regards the quality, Cowan's state that both quality and furnish will be as previously
supplied for Indent P. & T. 151/1813, about which you wrote to ... on 1st March, 1943,
saying that, after consideration of Cowan's sample you saw no reason why it should not be
accepted. Cowan's have not submitted a sample of the paper now offered, but it seems to me
it will be in order to accept their offer on the basis of their undertaking that the quality and
furnish is as specified for the previous order.
"With regard to the balance of the Post & Telegraph Department's requirements - i.e.
approximately 735 reams, I will make further enquiries and let you know the result in due course."
The reply is dated 3rd February, 1947, and reads:
"With reference to your letter of the 27th ult., I am glad to note that you have been
successful in obtaining an offer from Messrs. Alex Cowan & Sons to supply 1,245 reams of
Postal Note Paper. Provided that the quality and furnish are equal to those supplies obtained
under Indent P. & T. 151/1813, there seems to be no reason why you should not go ahead. I
should remind you, however, that the paper is a straw paper of which this Department has
had no experience for security printing, but presumably the New Zealand Government have
proved it satisfactory for their purpose.
"I shall be glad to hear the result of your enquiries regarding the balance of the Post and
Telegraph Department's requirement, in due course."
I am very grateful to the National Postal Museum for allowing access to these files, and for
permission to publish extracts from them.
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A PROBLEMATIC POSTMARK - A QUESTION POSED
DAVID GOODGAME
Figure I shows a used Queen Elizabeth II 3d. Official (S.G.OI63). The cancellation is
incomplete but the letters visible are "AAITV". My search through the latest edition of Robin
Startup's book, "New Zealand Post Offices" failed to produce any Post Office with this
combination of letters. The letters are absolutely clear and are clearly part of a longer name.
Obviously, "V" may not be the last letter in the name. The last digit in the year is "6" although it
appears to be "8" because of its position over the "3d.": I assume it is "1956". As it is an Official it
may not have been cancelled at a standard Post office but I would be grateful if anybody can help
me with its origin.

Figure 1

A TRAP FOR THE UNWARY - A QUESTION ANSWERED
ALANJACKSON
Some years ago, I came across a part impression of a postmark on a New Zealand 'lSd. King
Edward Vll definitive stamp which proved beyond my powers to identify (Figure I). Of the office
name, only the letters BLA- -OLL were visible on the stamp. What was legible of the date read
(?).l5AM / SP (?) / 10, indicating use in September, 1910. The design of the postmark is very
similar to that listed as sub-type 2 of the B-type datestamp in A.R.Marshall's 'New Zealand
Cancellations', which type was in use in New Zealand at that time. For years this marking
frustrated my best efforts to pigeon hole it. Despite racking my brains on numerous occasions, I
was unable to identify the office involved. One possibility which occurred to me, and one which
appeared to match the layout of the name on the datestamp, was BLAIR ATHOLL, a place name
of Scottish origin and therefore a likely locality designation in southern New Zealand. The
problem was that no post office or telegraph office of this designation had ever been open in New
Zealand, according to R.M.Startup's authoritative 'New Zealand Post Offices'. So the mystery
postmark got filed away and forgotten .....

Figure 1

Recently, a lucky find provided the solution to this very long running mystery. While looking
through some old pictorial postcards of British origin, I chanced upon a fine impression of a
BLAIR-ATHOLL circular datestamp tying a Great Britain Yld. King Edward VU stamp to a
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Scottish view card addressed to London (Figure 2). The datestamp, illustrated here, appears to be
identical to my mystery postmark, which bears no trace ofthe NZ slug it should display if it was in
fact a New Zealand marking. Mystery solved. Of course, this does not explain how a postmark of
a small Scottish town came to be impressed upon a New Zealand stamp. An odd coincidence about
the two impressions is that they are both dated in the same month ofthe same year.
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Figure 2

At the same time, I found a view card, dating from the same period, showing Blair Castle at
Blair Atholl. Judging from this, the town itself, near Pitlochry, appears to be quite a small one.
Perhaps a reader with local knowledge can tell us more.
If any reader can show me a BLAIR ATHOLL postmark of New Zealand origin, I shall be
appropriately dumbfounded.
A PROBLEM AIRMAIL COVER
The cover illustrated as Figure 1 is from Nelson, New Zealand to Cambridge, England dated
7th January, 1941, is from the collection of !AN McQUEEN. It has been endorsed 'By Inland Air
Mail' which would account for the 1d. stamp affixed. The further endorsement appears to be
Honolulu to N.Y. (New York), although part of this may be lost under one of the stamps. The
problem is to account for the 1/9 rate.
The Post Office Guides for 1939 and 1944 are of no help as they state simply that information
about airmail rates may be obtained from any permanent post office. From records held by New
Zealand Post, ANDREW McNIVEN compiled a schedule of rates. Even this is of no great help.
GEORGE BRANAM, who is a student of the rates applicable at this time, cannot explain it. He
points out the fact that there is no airmail etiquette and that the endorsements suggest a very odd
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route - not the so-called horseshoe route normally used at that time. The suggestion is that the
routing would be:Airmail service within New Zealand, then by ship to Honolulu, picking up the air service
from there to New York and from New York by ship to England.
George points out that those components existed but then goes on to wonder why such a routing
should have been chosen. He has never heard of a rate for picking up the air service at Honolulu
although there was an 8d. rate for air service in the United States of America only, but not in
effect, so far as he is aware, as early as 1941. There was a 5/9 rate for air mail from New Zealand
to England via the Pan American service, which was a great deal more than the 1/6 rate for the
horseshoe route, but George has never seen evidence of a 1/9 rate for the limited service that
seems to be demanded and what this appears to be is a 3d. overpaid letter.
Perhaps our air mail students can advise us further on this interesting cover.

Figure 1

THE WATERLOW & SONS LTD. S.T. NUMBERS AND NEW ZEALAND
ALEC A. TURNER writes:I have recently become interested in one particular aspect of Postage Stamp printing by
Waterlow & Sons. Ltd., and would ask members of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain if
they can help me evaluate this further.
As you will probably know, Waterlows, during the long period when they printed stamps for
many countries, including adhesives for your own specialisations, produced numbers of "Samples"
using the Dies and Plates, in their possession (and with permission). These Printers Samples were
used by the Waterlow Representatives to show the ability of the Company to produce high quality
work usually of Recess printing but later also by lithography.
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One such of these items has recently attracted my attention and this concerns those samples,
usually in colours differing from the issued stamps, either perf. or imperf., stuck on to card and
having a number pre-fixed by the letters S.T. At present even the precise meaning of the letters of
this pre-fix is not known - possibly Specimen - Timbres?
Such items are frequently found as singles although cards from the Sample Books and showing
multiple stamps are known. The S.T. numbers have so far proved unique to specific
stamps/colours. Occasionally these stamps may be found as multiples, e.g. strips ofthree.
The numbering is sequential to the period of use but unfortunately this means that the stamps
for anyone country or area are spread over the lists. The Waterlow Study Circle is attempting to
create a definitive listing. We have been helped considerably by the work done, initially by
Marcus Samuel, later revised by Geoffrey Wood, on the material available at the time Waterlows
were taken over by De la Rue. The Marcus Samuel lists are in the articles in the Essay Proof
Journal. However, each stamp needs to be positively identified - S.G. No. etc. - together with the
colour of the Sample stamp and its format - from miniature sheets, composite sheets or full plate
etc. Confirmation of those shown in the listing would be welcome as well as any additions,
amendments, revisions or comments. It is to be hoped that with the co-operation of Groups and
Societies a definitive listing will eventually be produced.
The S.T. numbers for New Zealand that we know are 570 to 582, the 1898 Pictorial Definitives
listed under S.G.246 to 259 possibly less S.G. 249, and S.T. number 621, the Penny Universal of
1901, S.G. 277.
ERNIE LEPPARD RESPONDS:Following the excellent listing of S.T. numbers in the Journal of the Waterlow Study Circle,
No. 38, December, 1995, we find the listing for New Zealand is quite sparse with S.T. 57() to 582
used for the 1898 Pictorial Definitives and S.T. 671 used for the Penny Universal of 1901. With
Waterlows having fallen out with the New Zealand Post and Telegraph Department at the turn of
the century over the 1898 Pictorial Definitives, they were not to print or produce any plates for
New Zealand stamps for over 30 years, the next being the 9d. value of the 1935 Pictorial
Definitives.
The S.T. and sample material has always been referred to in New Zealand stamp circles as
Trade Samples. Illustrations of most of the New Zealand S.T. numbers appeared in the catalogue
of the 'Midas' sale at Southeby's, held on 11 th December, 1989, the catalogue of which has now
become a classic reference book in its own right. S.T. numbers were the Waterlow reference
numbers to the sample sheets of nine used as trade samples.
Additionally to the miniature sheets of nine, sample cards of single stamps removed from the
miniature sheets of nine were produced for dispatch to main postal authorities around the world.
Such an item is shown at Figure 1, each finished stamp headed by its S.T. number, produced for
Portugal. This item is reproduced on page 351 of Volume VI of The Postage Stamps of New
Zealand and Plate 24 in the 'Midas' sale. Pages 356 and 357 of Volume VI of The Postage Stamps
of New Zealand gives a full listing of the miniature sheets and shows that more than one type of
overprint was used. They were also produced in colours different from the issued stamps.
Preparatory work to these Trade Samples was done so that imperf. Die proofs do exist, as
shown at Figure 2, with a larger type of Waterlow & Son overprint. This was seemingly rejected
for a smaller type of overprint, seen in red and blue on the Trade Sample miniature sheets.
A 5/- S.T. 582 imperf., together with a 6d. S.T. 5577 is illustrated at Figure 3 from the 'Midas'
sale. The latter is a numbering error which should read S.T.577.
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For the Penny Universal, S.T.671, the story of which die was used to produce this is again a
little involved. Waterlows produced the original die for the Penny Universal. From this they
produced a subsidiary die with four impressions on a roller die. The first on the die produced the
London plate for 2 million stamps produced by Waterlows to be sent out to New Zealand. The
remaining three dies on the roller produced three further plates sent out to New Zealand and
numbered by the Government Printer in Wellington, 1,2 and 3. Minute differences appear in each
plate which determine that different dies were used for each plate. Each of the Penny Universal
plates has 240 impressions. The scratched in plate numbers, difficult at times to see, are some of
the scarcer items of New Zealand Philately.Unfortunately when the London plate arrived in New Zealand it was so badly buckled as to be
unusable. A further fourth plate was requested from Waterlows to replace this and named the
Reserve plate, a scratched in 4 being applied by the Government Printer in Wellington. This plate
was retained by Waterlows for six months for paper experiments. The original paper used by
Waterlows was manufactured by Guards and was unwatermarked. A further paper known as Pirie
paper was too thick and the Basted Mills paper too thin. The final paper, manufactured by Cowan,
firstly unwatermarked, but finally with NZ over Star watermark, was used thus for many years.
A notable feature of the Reserve plate, No. 4, is a fuller design than had hitherto appeared on
the other plates. This fuller design is repeated in the Trade Samples and gives a date before April
1902, when the Reserve plate was sent to New Zealand for the production of the Trade Samples,
see Figure 4.

Figure 2

S.I.58;a

S.T.671
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Figure 3

Figure 4

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT POSTAL STATIONERY
ANDREWDOVE
Education Department postcards are not very common. The illustrated postcard suggests that they
were used infrequently and that stocks lasted a long time. It was sent from the school at Pukepoto,
a small settlement near Kaitaia and Ninety Mile Beach, on June 8th, 1936. The Post Office at
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Pukepoto had been closed at the end of D cemb r 1930. Mail as therefore routed through
Kaitaia.
The inscription on the card suggests that it i from a batch printed in 1930. TIlis card is
denominated ~d. and has an additional meter d ~d.strike. This a pr umabl appli d to take
account of the increa e in postal rates in 1932. In fact, the rate a reduced in 1935 and th
a a pi ce of po tal tation r
additional po tage a not n ce sary. It ouId appear that thi
which had been lying around for at least I ear and mayb 4 years and a old tock hich ?
being u ed up.
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