




H.M.N.Z.S. ACHIL~~~

This ship is famed for its part in the Battle of the River
Plate, where, with H.M.S. Exeter and H.M.S. Ajax, the German
Pocket Battleship Graf Spee was forced to scuttle herself in the
mouth of the river on 17th December, 1939. She took part in escort
duties on convoys to the Middle East until Japan entered the war
on 7th December, 1941, when she was transferred to Pacific United
States Forces duties. She was hit by Japanese bombers in January,
1943. After temporary repair at Auckland, she sailed for refit in
the United Kingdom in April, 1943.

Whilst undergoing dry dock refit in Portsmouth someone left
three oxyacetylene cylinders on overnight. The following morning,
21st June, 1943, the work shift arrived, someone lit a match for a
smoke, and there was an explosion in which 29 dockyard workers
were killed and 60 injured.
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Figure 1
The crew were transferred on 22nd September, 1943, to commission

a new ship, H.M.N.Z.S. Gambia. Leander was in Boston in the United
States being repaired, and her crew were transferred back to the
United Kingdom to recommission the repaired Achilles.

The ship continued to serve in the Pacific after the war, and in
1949 was sold to the Indian Navy, when she was renamed 'Delhi'.

Figure 1 above illustrates a cover from the commissioning trip
of March, 1937, when the ship's catapult plane collected mail from
Wellington whilst H.M.S. Achilles was at anchor in Queen Charlotte
Sound.

Figure 2 on page 41 shows a cover with the boxed 'PASSED BY
NAVAL CENSOR / No. 10 (New Zealand). / Initials : •••••••••• ' and
the boxed 'ON ACTIVE SERVICE' markings which both distinguish mail
from H.M.N.Z.S. Achilles. This has the initials of Captain Parry
in the Censor Marking. He was Captain of the ship from February,
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1939, to October, 1940, including the Battle of the River Plate.
These earlier River Plate covers appear to have the boxed cachet
'ON ACTIVE SERVICE' in blue, and the 'PASSED BY NAVAL CENSOR / No.
10 (New Zealand). / Initials : •••••••••• ' in red, as opposed to
both cachets struck in black in the latter part of the war.

Figure 2
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H.M.N.Z.S. LEANDER

Commissioned wi th New Zealand Naval Forces in 1937, she was a
sister ship of the Achilles, both being Leander Class six inch
cruisers. She performed escort duties to the First Echelon of New
Zealand troops to the Middle East, but doubled back to take part
in the Centenary Celebrations at Waitangi in the Bay of Islands on
6th February, 1940. During 1941 and 1942, she served with the
British Fleet in the Indian Ocean. In February, 1941, she sank the
Italian ship 'Ramb L' of 3667 tons, and in arch, 1941, she
captured the Vichy French ship 'Charles LD' of 5267 tons. After
Japan entered the war, she served wi th the Uni ted States Task
Force in the Pacific.

During the battle for the Soloman Islands at Kolombangara she
was torpedoed, causing casualties of 29 killed and 15 wounded, and
leaving a gash 12 feet by 30 feet in her bow. After temporary
repairs in Auckland, she limped to Boston in the United States.
She was paid off from the New Zealand Navy in December, 1943, and
her crew transferred to Portsmouth in the United Kingdom to
recommission H.M.N.Z.S. Achilles.

Figure 4

Two types of cover are seen from the Leander. One is a boxed
'PASSED BY AVAL CE SOR / No. 3 (New Zealand). / Initials : ••••• ',
as seen on Figure 3 on page 41. Both Achilles and Leander have
boxed 'ON ACTIVE SERVICE' cachets which differ in size, which can
be seen alone on covers. The difference in size can be used to
determine the origin of covers.

Whilst on duty with the British Fleet, Leander covers are
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sometimes seen with the British tombstone ship's censor mark,
identified at time by the Captain's initials 'R.T.H.' for
Captain Horan, as in Figure 4 on page 42, or 'R. Burney Capt.'
during the Pacific period.

H.M.N.Z.S. GAMBIA

Commissioned by the crew of the Achilles in Portsmouth on 22nd
September, 1943, she served with the Home Fleet until February,
1944, when she was transferred to the Pacific United States Task
Force. She took part in all the major actions, and on 20th August,
1945, landed the first allied detachment on Japanese soil. She
took part in the Official Surrender in Tokyo Bay on 2nd September,
1945.
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Figure 5

A distinctive cachet was used on this one day, as illustrated at
Figure 5 above. Thereafter covers can be recognised by an unboxed
'ON ACTIVE SERVICE' cachet.

H.M.S. NEPTUNE

The last in this series was perhaps ew Zealand's greatest naval
disaster, although it may not be recognised as such. The Neptune
was a British Cruiser of 7175 tons. In July, 1940, she took part
in the Calabria operation, bottling up and sinking Italian ships
in the Bay of Taranto. She was the Flagship of Admiral
J.H.D.Cunningham of the Second Cruiser Squadron which took part in
the sinking of the Bismark on 24th May, 1941. During this time,
New Zealanders on Draft were being transferred for the ship to
become a third New Zealand Cruiser. Unfortunately, the ship was
sunk before it was officially recognised as a New Zealand ship.
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Figure 6
The cover shown at Figure 6 above is dated 15th December, 1941.

It is from Dominion Road in New Zealand, but never reached the
addressee. Four days after the cover was posted, H.M.S. Neptune
was sunk 12 miles out from Tripoli. As part of 'K' Force out of
Malta, she ran into a minefield. She was damaged in the bow, and
in reversing, hit a second mine, which disabled the propeller. A
companion ship, H.M.S. Kandahar, took of some of the crew and
returned' to Malta. This ship was due to return again the next
morning to take H.M.S. Neptune in tow. But during the night,
Neptune drifted onto a third mine at 2.00 a.m. on 19th December,
1941, and at 3.00 a.m. she struck a fourth mine and sank
immedia tely. Of the 238 crew remaining on board, 147 were New
Zealanders. There was only one survivor who was picked up by an
Italian Motor Torpedo Boat five days later. The boxed Naval
'Return to Sender / at Present Undeliverable / Naval Board
Instruction' is struck in blue. It was probably applied in London
and appears to be a very rare marking. The reverse of the cover is
shown at Figure 7 on page 25.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR SUBSCRIPTION YET?

IF THE LABEL 0 YOUR ENVELOPE BEARS A BLUE CROSS
IT MEANS OUR TREASURER HAS NOT YET HEARD FROM YOU.

PLEASE SEE TO PAYMENT OW - AS A HATTER OF URGENCY.
WE DO NOT WANT TO LOOSE YOU!
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