




"Our records also prove this to be the case, as we always
check up from each reel to see that the paper is at least gummed
up to the required standard.

"In the case of the sheets you sent us, and which we now
return, the gumming is undoubtedly thin, but this is probably
the commencement of a reel, before the necessary adjustment had
been made."

This particular story from the files closes with a letter from
the Post Office Stores Department to the New Zealand High
Commission, dated 8th April, 1936, and setting out the final
results. The letter reads:-

"I enclose a copy of a report from Messrs. Samuel Jones on the
gumming of the New Zealand paper. I saw ••• this morning and
told him that, whereas his explanation of the cause of the lack
of gum on certain sheets could, from my own experience, be
accepted and I felt satisfied that the gumming was on the whole
satisfactory, I did not consider his letter gave a satisfactory
explanation why the defectively gummed sheets were delivered. He
admitted that the sheets should have been thrown out and said
that he had already taken the matter up with those concerned. It
did not seem necessary for me to pursue the matter further."

I am very grateful to the National Postal Museum for allowing
access to these files, and for permission to publish extracts from
them.

DIE PROOFS OF THE FIRST PICTORIAL DEFINITIVE STAMPS

E.W.LEPPARD
I have recently acquired at auction the set of Die Proofs

illustrated. All are printed in black on white wove paper and all
are punched with a hole measuring 7.0mm in diameter, although in
the case of three of them, the punched piece of paper remains in
place. All are extremely tatty and scuffed.
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No Die Proofs of the First Pictorial Definitive stamps with
punched 7. Omm holes are recorded in the Volumes of the Postage
Stamps of New Zealand. The top four in the illustration are from
the redrawn designs of 1900. The Die Proofs are described as
follows, numbering from left to right in the top row, then from
left to right of the bottom row of the illustration above:-

1) Halfpenny Mount Cook - is a Die Proof of the green printing
with the leaf above the 'HALF' stopping short of the frame
line. The Proof is 1.0mm shorter and 1.0mm narrower than the
normal Plate Proofs.

2) One Penny Terraces - is a Die Proof with the number 2692 on
the reverse. This is the same number as shown over the Die
Proof offered as Lot 343 in the 'Midas' sale by Sotheby's on
11th December, 1989, and illustrated in the catalogue of the
sale on Plate 29. It is similar in size to the Plate Proofs.

3) Two Penny Pembroke Peak - is a Die Proof similar to that of
the Halfpenny Mount Cook, being both 1.0mm shorter and 1.0mm
narrower than the normal Plate Proof.

4) Four Penny Lake Taupo, frame only - is a Die Proof but is
1.Smm narrower and 1.0mm shorter than the normal Plate
Proof.

5) Five Penny Otira Gorge - Die Proof - this is the same width
as the London Plate Proof, but 1.5mm shorter.

6) Three Penny Huia Birds - Die Proof - this is numbered 2417
on the reverse. It is the same width as a London Plate Proof
but 1.0mm shorter. The 7.0mm hole is punched in this
specimen, but the paper has not separated.

7) Penny Universal - Die Proof - this has the London dot just
above the left of the value tablet, but it is not a clean
printing such as occurs with the London prints and appears
to be from the Reserve Plate. THe size is 1.0mm narrower and
1.0mm shorter than thew normal Plate Proofs. The 7.0mm hole
is punched in this specimen, but the paper has not
separated.

8) 5/- Mount Cook - Die Proof - this has the 7.0mm hole punched
but the paper has not separated. It is 1.5mm narrower and
1.0mm shorter than a normal Plate Proof. It is the
scruffiest of the bunch.

A similar group to those listed 1) to 4) above, but without the
7.0mm punched holes and in very much better condition, appear in
'The Die Proofs of Waterlow & Sons - Part 1 - Great Britain & the
Empire to 1960', by Colin Fraser and Robson Lowe, published by
Christie's Robson Lowe in 1985. These are illustrated below on
page 114, and were sold by Sotheby's in the 'Midas' sale mentioned
above as Lots 342, 343, 344 and 345. The One Penny Terraces bears
the same Die Proof number, 2692.

The Die Proofs above listed as 5), 6) and 8) above appear to be
from the London Die Proofs of 1898. All these have numbers in the
2400's as shown in the book by Colin Fraser and Robson Lowe, and
the Three Penny Huia Birds has the number 2417 on the reverse. The
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Penny Universal is shown in the same book wi th the Die Proof
~umber 3102.

It is well known that sizes of impressions taken from the same
Die or Plate may vary in size due to shrinkage of paper, so the
differences in size noted may not be significant.

My overall impression of this tatty group is that they could be
discarded Die Proof pulls and defaced with the 7.0mm holes. They
could be working up to the completed Die Proofs which were
recorded in the Waterlow Die Proof Archives which surfaced when
the Company was acquired by De La Rue in the 1960's.

[Editor's Note at a recent display given by Mrs. Betty
Watterson to the Guildford and District Philatelic Society, a
similar series of defaced, very tatty Die Proofs of the stamps
of Labuan printed by Waterlows were shown. It was suggested that
they were reference Die Proofs kept by the Printing Shop Foreman
to check the work being done. Hence their rather tatty
condition. If anyone else has other ideas, perhaps they will let
us know.]

Author's Addendum.

Since attending a joint meeting of the Waterlow Study Circle and
the Rhodesia Study Circle, some time after wri ting the original
article, it has become clear that Wa terlows held two books of
their proof material. The first contained the pristine material
noted in the 'Midas' sale. The second was known as the 'dirty'
book, containing almost similar die proof material which had been
used in the workshop of Waterlows. The material contained in the
'dirty' book was considerably handled and scuffed. It is to be
noted that similar tatty material from other countries has come
onto the market legitimately from the same source. The numbered
items from this source assume a certain importance as an attempt
can now be made to place the Waterlow Die Proofs in their correct
sequence.

FAX-LINK FROM NEW ZEALAND POST LIMITED

SPECIAL OCCASION FORMS

ALAN TUNNICLIFFE

In my first note on this subject, published in 'The Kiwi',
Volume 40, page 36, I referred to pictorial forms for sending
special occasion messa~es by the Fax-Link service •. In a later
article, published in The Kiwi', Volume 40, pages 42 - 43, I
mentioned that there was a form for St. Valentine's Day use.
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Because the Fax-Link service is only available at a few Post
Shops, I did not see any of these special forms until April, 1991.
I have obtained copies of five different forms, and I believe that
these are all that are available. Illustrated at half size at
Figure 1 below is a form for Wedding Messages. Figures 2, 3 and 4
illustrate at one quarter size three Valentine Message forms, and
at Figure 5 is a Birthday Message form, also at one quarter size.

TO:

FROM:

MESSAGE:

Figure 1
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WYMONDHAM, NORFOLK, TO KERIKERI, NEW ZEALAND
JOHN WOOLFE

The item illustrated on page 97 has recently been discovered in
a United Kingdom Solicitor's office. It is an entire posted in
1831 from Wymondham in Norfolk to Mrs. James Kemp in Kerikeri, New
Zealand. It has an undated Wymondham circular mark on the reverse,
but it is dated internally 29th July, 1831. It arrived in London
on 8th August, 1831, and in Sydney on 2nd January, 1832.

From these dates we can ascertain that the letter was carried to
Sydney by the 'Caroline', a barque of 300 tons, which left
Gravesend on 11th August, 1831, Captain Parker in command,
arriving in Sydney on 2nd January, 1832, a voyage of 144 days.

The letter states single - that is, one sheet - on the front but
shows a charge in red of 3/7d. to the sender. I cannot explain
this at present. My own estimate is that the charge should have
been 3/Sd., being 9d. inland from Wymondham to London, plus 2/8d.
Ship Letter rate of over one ounce. I would like to hear on any
alternative suggestions, through our Editor.

Unfortunately, there is no indication of an arrival date in New
Zealand. By this date, Captain Powditch was acting as an
unofficial agent for the New South Wales postal service, based at
Te Wahapu. Obviously, from the black 4d. to indicate the single
Sydney Ship Letter rate to be collected from the recipient, some
means of paying the Sydney Post Office was in operation at this
time. Captain Powditch's ship, the 'Bee', next sailed for the Bay
of Islands on 19th February, 1832, although four other ships are
recorded as departing from Sydney for New Zealand between 2nd
January and 19th February. I fear there is no way of telling which
ship actually carried the letter from Sydney.

Allan P. Berry has kindly provided me wi th a copy of the
information on James and Charlotte Kemp from The Dictionary of New
Zealand Biography, Volume 1, 1769 - 1869. They were co-founders
wi th other missionaries of the second Church Missionary Society
station in New Zealand at Kerikeri. They were married at Wymondham
in Norfolk (from where the letter was sent) on 16th November,
1818, and arrived in the Bay of Islands from Sydney in the
'General Gates' on 12th August, 1819. These were difficult times
in the area, with inter-tribal musket wars, and the missionaries
suffered robberies and other more serious alarms as their
settlement was on the edge of Hongi Hika's pa, from which the war
parties set out to raid distant tribes. However, by 1828, schools
were flourishing and both James and Charlotte taught various
classes. Charlotte eventually had nine children.

As settlements grew, the missionary activity moved to other
areas, but the Kemps remained and by 1840 were the only
missionaries left at Kerikeri. During the uprising in 1845 - 1846
the Kemps were among the few Europeans to remain in the Bay of
Islands. British troops passed through Kerikeri en route to the
battles at Okaihau and Ohaeawai and on 4th to 5th May, 1845, the
station was pressed into service as a temporary barracks, the
Kemps assisting in the care of the wounded.

They continued to live in the area after the missionary station
was closed down in 1848. Charlotte died in 1860 and her husband in
1872. Their home, the oldest existing building in New Zealand, was
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presented to the nation in 1974.
The letter itself is the earliest letter sent by post to New

Zealand that I have recorded, and I would be interested to hear if
any earlier postal items are known. The letter informs Charlotte
of the death of her mother, and of her will.

INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION AT CHRISTCHURCH, 1922
DAVID CHURCHILL

In 1922, a small industrial exhibition was held at Christchurch.
A post office was open at the exhibition from 18th November, 1922,
to 6th January, 1923, and a special date stamp was used
throughout. The Postage Stamps of New Zealand, Volume 11, points
out at page 320 that "on one occasion a mistake was made in
setting up the date in this date stamp with the result that the
year was shown as 1912."

I feel that this statement rather understates the effect this
"one occasion" had on the resulting cancellations, as it would
appear that the mistake went unnoticed for about six of the seven
weeks of its usage.

Figure 1
The mistake in setting up the date stamp was in fact a

transposition of the mail index number and the year. Examples are
scarce but an analysis of the 26 date stamps in my collection has
revealed that all up to and including 27th December, 1922, show
the figure '122' after the month, as in the three examples
illustrated at Figure 1 above. The first two figures should be the
year and the third the mail index number. The remaining dates to
6th January, 1923 show the figures correctly as '221' or '231', as
in the two examples shown at Figure 2 below.

Figure 2
The earlies t incorrect date in my range of examples is 21s t

November, 1922, and the latest 27th December, 1922. The first
correct date is 30th December, 1922. Somewhere between 27th
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December, 1922, and 30th December, 1922, it would appear that the
mistake was spotted and corrected.

I should be pleased to hear from any member who can pinpoint a
more specific time when the mistake was corrected, or if anyone
can show correct date stamp usage at any other time during the
exhibition, through our Editor.

THROUGH THE NAPIER DISTRICT POST
ADVERTISING - HENDERSON & MACFARLANE

HISTORIC PHILATELIST
Examples of Advertising on Mail in the early years are hard to

find and I will discuss later items transmitted by post in the
last decade of the 19th century and afterwards.

Illustrated above is the front of a cover posted for conveyance
on the 'Beautiful Star' to Napier, where is was postmarked IN 3
67. After a varied career in transporting cargo and mail in New
Zealand under several owners, the Beautiful Star' was based at
Hobart in Tasmania, eventually becoming a total loss after being
burnt out there on Christmas Day, 1907.

To revert to the advertising aspect. The reverse of the cover
has the embossed monogram 'Henderson & MacFarlane/Auckland/N.Z.' ,
which unfortuna tely will not reproduce. Founded in 1846, this
trading company was to become so important in the history of many
South Pacific Islands. For example, the company had a trading
station in the Tokelau Islands in the 1880's, at Ponape and Majuro
in the Marshall Islands, and by 1888, the firm handled 20% of the
copra output of Nauru Island, then known as Pleasant Island. They
were represented at Butaritari and in the 1890' s dominated the
copra trade in the Gilbert & Ellice Islands. At one time they
employed hundreds of Maoris in a gum digging venture at Mangonui.
They established Henderson's Mill at the place of that name today,
and they owned ships. Henderson was a Member of Parliament until
his death in June, 1886.
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