








won't look like an old shoe.

THE RESURRECTION OF AN OLD FRIEND

When I sold my general collection in 1975, it was like
amputating an arm. There were many pieces that would have been
ideal in a competitive exhibit of later issues.

After the relative 'burn-out' leading up to the show in Buerios
Aires, I decided not to think about anything new to collect for a
while. If I were to collect anything new, it would come after me,
rather than my looking for it. About two years went by and I came
across the meagre stock of speciality items I had put away
earlier. The decision was made. These would be the backbone of a
reference collec~ion of all listed varieties in Campbell Paterson.

At first it was to have one example, either unused or used, of
each shade and variety before 1900. After starting that way, it
was apparent that one would not do, as the range of shades within
a 'family' might not be as distinctive without having more. Then I
adj us ted the idea to one unused and two used of each shade. As
this representation grew, it was both evident that it worked as
well as being pleasing to look at. In addition, the unused in some
cases provided examples of original gum.

Although I have always had a weakness for covers and multiples,
in most cases they do not really belong in this collection. In
addition, I do not really want to be competing for such items with
those who are actively building up major exhibits.

The write-up of this collection has been basically to extract
the pertinent section of the Campbell Paterson Catalogue as a
header to the material on the page. When time permits, it will be
expanded to include the other major catalogues as well.
Ultimately, I hope to add computer generated text to the pages to
clarify small points of distinction in identification.

In 1987, I showed selected pages of this collection at the Royal
Philatelic Society in London. I had hoped that the New Zealand
Society of Great Britain would be issued a special invitation, but
apparently there was not enough time to get the word out and only
those who were members of the Royal Philatelic Society of London
were able to attend. The comments from those were sometimes in
contrast to those reported to me of members who felt that
including catalogue information was not in the best taste.
Although I am normally attuned to such sensitivities, the whole
approach of the exhibit was based on it and I feel that it would
have los t qui te a bi t of meaning wi thou t the ca talogue
information. Perhaps it could best be written off to American
eccentricities.

Today the collection. grows at a very diminished rate, since
there is very little left to find for it. The last major purchase
was the 8d. Official of the 1935 issue in the 'good' perforation,
known only used. It, like a number of great pieces purchased in
the last four or five years, has languished in my vault waiting to
be mounted on a page. Time has not been available to -do so. My
available time seems to have been eaten up in writing and
admiriistrative duties, primarily for F.I.P., the Collectors Club,
and the Philatelic Foundation. Perhaps some day I'll find the
excuse to reduce these commitments and get back t~ the things I
love - the stamps of New Zealand.
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PROVINCE OF AUCKLAND DATESTAMPS

GERALD ELLOTT

'Mrs. D. Moxon,
10, Pembury Road,
Lower Clapton, London.

Mr. R.F.Tomes,
Welford Hill,
Stratford on Avon,
Warwickshire.

Numeral 6
(27 Feb 1867)

It has been some time since anything was published about these
most interesting and intriguing datestamps.

Volume VII of the Postage Stamps of New Zealand, published by
the Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand in 1988, contained the
latest information, and I trust that in the last four years a lot
more facts have emerged. Unfortunately, so. far little new
information has been passed on to me, and I sincerely hope that
this short article will induce some response from Members of the
New Zealand Society of Great Britain.

It is unbelievable how little we actually know about these
datestamps, which were in use during the period 1864 - 1877, over
one hundred years ago.

Information is still required on the location of use for the
original issue in 1864, for the Datestamps Numbers 3, 5, 6 and 7.
So far as I know a Cover has not yet been located with the Number
7 used in any period or a Number 5 in the first period of issue.

~ possible source of information, which could be of some help,
are other letters/covers addressed to the same addressee and
everyone js asked to check their collections.

Details if the known covers used in the first period are as
follows:-

NUJTleral 3
(2 Feb 1865)

Has anyone got other items from the above correspondence?
The three known Covers with re-allocated dates tamp using Index

number unchanged have been identified as follows:-

Numeral 1.
(2 Nov 1867 - 7 May 1868)

(4 Jan 1869 - 3 March 1869)
4 Covers - Shortland
3 Covers - Graham's Town
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Numeral 5.

(24 Dec 1868 - 2 Sept 1870) 3 Covers - Newton
Numeral 6.

(24 Dec 1875) 1 Cover - (Wangarei Heads)

Are there any more Covers hiding in someone's collection for the
above numbers or, more importantly, Numerals 2. 3, 4 and 7?

Subtypes of original numeral 1 are known to exist with No. 3,
No. 4 both upright and sideways, No. 5, Letter A and Blank. All
appear to have been used at the Thames Goldfields. It has been
assumed that these index numbers and letters were no longer used
to identify a location, but were used as a time or mail index 
has anyone got another suggestion?

The subtype of original Numeral 2 changed to No. 3 has been
'identified as Eden Terrace (20 Dec 1875) and original numeral 5
changed to Letter A has been identified as Newton - four proving
covers from 27 Dec 1873 to 31 Dec 1875.

Several subtypes of original Numeral 4 changed to No. 1, No. 3
(with flat top), No. 5, No. 8 or Letter B, No. 12 \vith '1' in
manuscript and Letter 0, exist on postage stamps, but so far not
yet found on cover.

A Cover does exist, in the K.J.McNaught collection, for the
subtype of original Numeral 7, changed to the Letter 0. The cover
is dated 30 October, 1872, and is addressed to:-

Mr. W.J.Cooper, Esq.,
9, Claire Street.
Dublin,
Ireland.

It is endorsed '25 Oct 1872 Mrs. Martelli'. Has anybody any more
Covers or, better still, letters from this correspondence?

Incidentally, has anybody seen a Numeral 8 either on stamp or
cover? Please do look, and I look forward to receiving any
correspondence on the use of these Province of Auckland
Datestamps.

Many 'article~ appeared in 'The Kiwi' up to about 1985,
contributed by John D. Evans and others, and in the Campbell
Paterson Ltd. Newsletter 1982 - 1986. I now only hope that a new
item soon comes to hand.

THE ~ERGUSON COLLECTION

J . {-J. RROOIE

At the end of the nineteenth century there were several New
Zealand philatelists who had built up major collections which,
after the fashion of the times, included not only New Zealand
issues but stamps from countries world-wide.

Earliest among these was A.T.Bate, a collector with wide
interests, a member of the Philatelic Society of New Zealand froQ
1889, the year after it was founded, to his death in 1922, and a
member of the Philatelic Society, London, from 1892. A member of
the Philatelic Society of New Zealand from its first year and its
Secretary/Treasurer from 1891 to 1909, L.1\. Sanderson was mainly
interested in New Zealand revenue issues and brought together a
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fine collection of these stamps.
Augustus Hamilton collected New Zealand postal and revenue

stamps as well as British and Colonial issues, amassing over a
fifteen year period a GO-volume collection that included "many
countries almost, if not quite, complete", and numbers of "superb
varieties". Hamilton was well known as the Director of the
Colonial Museum and as the author of the major reference work 'The
Art Workmanship of the Maori Race in New Zealand'. He died in
1913.

Las tly in this group of contemporaries, we come to William
Ferguson, whose pos tage and revenue stamps, franks and pos tal
history formed a collection notable fo~ its wide range and degree
of specialisation. He joined the Philatelic Society of New Zealand
in 1902 and the Royal Philatelic Society, London, in 1923,
becoming a Fellow in 1927.

A.T.Bate's major collection of New Zealand was sold to E.W.Mann;
the fate of Augustus Hamilton's sixty albums is not known and
L.A.Sanderson's stamps were dispersed after his death in 1950.
However, the extensive collection that William Ferguson had built
remained intact after his death in 1935 until it was sold in
Wellington in the early 1960's. Thus many present-day New Zealand
collectors were able to obtain sections of Ferguson' s material
when the purchaser, Ray Rowell of Wellington Stamp Centre, sold it
on. For a collection started nearly a century ago, it was
strangely in tune with modern philatelic interests.

WILLIAM FERGUSON

William Ferguson was a prominent
member of the Wellington community.
Among biographical records in the
Alexander Turnbull Library in
Wellington is a manuscript prepared
by William Ferguson "for the
informa tion of his son William
Dubois Ferguson" in which is set
down all that he knew of the
families of his father, his mother
and his wife, and the story of his
own career.

In 1821, Esther Lindo married
William Dubois, then an underwri ter
,at Lloyds Coffee House and in 1845,
their daughter Louisa Ann married
William Ferguson, a brewer and noted
lanalytical chemist and a Fellow of
the Chemical Society. Sometime after
this William Ferguson' s death, his
widow sailed for New Zealand in 1883
on S. S. Takapuna, wi th two of her

. sons, Henry Lindo and William - the
William Ferguson with whom we are concerned.

William was born in London in 1852. In 1867 he took up and
apprenticeship in mechanical engineering, and worked in
engineering and in draughting and design. He completed his
education at Trinity College, Dublin, where he gained a B.A. in
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1879 wi th certificates in practical engineering, mechanical and
experimental physics, chemis try and geology. He was awarded an
M.A. in 1880 and was appointed as assistant to the Professor of
Civil Engineering.

Moving to Wellington from Dunedin where the family had settled,
William, in mid-1884, became Engineer and Secretary (and later
Treasurer) to the Wellington Harbour Board and until 1908 was
res pons i ble for maj or developmen t of the harbour facili ties. As
his entry in the Cyclopedia of New Zealand remarks, "Great credit
is due to Mr. Ferguson for the manner in which he has carried on
the business of the port, and the excellent provision made under
his wise direction for conducting the trade".

From 1908 to 1917 he was General Manager and then Managing
Director of the Wellington Gas Company, being responsible in that
time for the qesign of the company's gas-works. He left the Gas
Company at the beginning of 1917 to take up the post of Chairman
of the war-time National Efficiency Board.

His professional qualifications were substantial - Member of the
Institute of Civil Engineers (M.LC.E.) in 1893, Member I.C.E.
Ireland 1916, Foundation Member New Zealand Society of Civil
Engineers 1914, and its President in 1919-20. All through his
career in New Zealand and up to his retirement in 1924 at the age
of 72, he practised as a consulting engineer, serving on no less
that eight Royal Commissions and reporting on many harbour,
railway, drainage and mining engineering projects. Because of his
recognised administrative capability, he was appointed in 1919 as
Chairman of the Triennial Court of Appeal for Public Service
Re-grading and, up to 1924, as a member of the Board of Public
Health.

William Ferguson' s career is tha t of a man of considerable
attainment and energy, schooled in a profession where precision
and clarity are the keystones. These qualities were reflected in
his approach to philately and in the collection he built up. There
was a:point in time when William Ferguson's career might have come
abruptly to a close. He had married, in 1890, Mary Louisa
Moorhouse at St. Paul's Church in Wellington. Their son William
Dubois 'Ferguson was born in 1891, and three years later the
parents visited Australia. Their return passage to New Zealand was
booked on the S.S. Wairarapa, on her last ill-fated voyage that
finished on 29th October, 1894, with the shipwrecked on Miners
Head on Great Barrier Island with the loss of 121 lives.

Both William Ferguson and his brother Dr. Henry Lindo Ferguson
of Dunedin (later knighted) were keen stamp collectors. Lindo
Ferguson jo~ned the Philatelic Society of New Z~aland in 1894 and
William in 1902. Both served long terms as Vice-Presidents, Henry
Lindo from 1905 to 1946, and William from 1922 to 1935. William's
association with the Philatelic Society is spelled out in his
obituary in New Zealand Stamp Collector, Volume 16, number 2,
page 29, June, 1935.

"William Ferguson brought his scientific training to' bear upon
stamp collecting. He found his hobby a most valuable relaxation
from the cares and responsibilities of his calling. Mr. Ferguson
was ever encouraging to the young collector, and his kindly
assistance to the junior members of the old Wellington Society
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will not soon be forgotten. Although he had virtually handed his
collection over to his son, he continued until a short time
before his death to take an active interest in certain sections
particularly in the fiscal stamps of New Zealand of which he
possessed what is probably the finest collection ever
accumulated".

The Society's Annual Report for 1934-35 recorded that "at
various times he contributed many rare and choice i terns to the
Society for its collection".

In a letter sent to William Ferguson on 21st February, 1935, not
long before his death, P.R.Jackson, a friend and himself the
possessor of a fine collection of New Zealand revenue stamps,
wrote "1 am enclosing a few fiscal and local stamps which 1 have
accumulated and which may be of use to you". At some earlier time,
William Ferguson had written in the front of each of the albums
holding his collection words to the effect that "These stamps are
the property of my son and I am looking after them on his behalf".
(Death duties were rather high.)

THE COLLECTION

After William Ferguson's death on 20th June, 1935, his wife
having pre-deceased him in 1930, his son William Dubois Ferguson
took over the collection. He joined the Philatelic Society of New
Zealand and the Royal Philatelic Society, London, in that year and
became a Fellow of the latter Society in 1939. What had become a
consuming interest for his father did not seem to have the same
hold on him, for little was added to the collection after 1935.
William Dubois Ferguson himself died in 1959 while travelling in
Belgium. Some time afterwards, in the early 1960' 5, the
collection, as part of his estate, was sold by the Public Trustee
as executor.

Thus it came about that the collection that William Ferguson had
commenced towards the end of last century, survived intact until
seventy years later. The manner in which he had collected - partly
a conventional collection and partly material accumulated and
mounted for study reflected some of the general collecting
interests of the times and, surviving through changes of fashion,
met with a ready appreciation in ~he 1960's by modern collectors
again interested in revenues, postal stationery and items of
postal history, as well as postal issues. William Ferguson in some
of these aspects had been ahead of his own time. He collected the
whole world as most of his early contemporaries did, but his
interest in official franks, impressed revenues and postmarks, for
example, was somewhat unusual.

Fro~ Ray Rowell's hands the collection was dispersed. Many New
Zealand philatelists were able to buy postal stationery and postal
history items amongst them some rare and significant material that
William Ferguson had discovered, including an impression on paper
of the Anglo-French handstamp "GB over IF 62 4/10 c". He had noted
"In Post Office Inspector's Office, found in Akaroa P.O., use
unknown (a series of these)". This led K.J.McNaught to the
detailed study of the Anglo-French Convention and the use of the
hands tamps that later appeared on pages 385 - 387 of Volume Vl of
the Postage Stamps of New Zealand.
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Ken McNaught recalls "I purchased quite a number of First World
War items such as covers and pieces with Patriotic Fund and other
war-related endorsements, both printed and handstruck, including
franks and circular and machine Paid dates tamps ; also my first
'Wales' oval meter frank impression." The fine U.S. revenue
material was bought by the late Colin McNaught, the Wellington
dealer, the New Zealand Chalons were added to the Marcel Stanley
collection, and four or five volumes of Australian revenues found
a ready buyer in that country. Forgeries and British Railway
Parcel stamps, and Circular Delivery Company stamps went to the
later George Chamberlain.

My own interest in revenue stamps had only just begun at the
time of the sale, but I was able to obtain a small collection of
Colonial revenues and some New Zealand postal history and postal
stationery items. The material had several striking

"characteristics: all the annotation was in a consistent style 
fine italic sA:ns-seri f let tering in Indian ink; where appropria te
the revenue s tamps had been identified by reference to Horley' s
catalogue and the numbers pe"ncilled below each one; in stamp
issues where material was available, multiple reference copies,
varieties, errors and cancellations were all mounted and
annotated. One further characteristic was Ferguson's habit of
using as hinges long strips of gummed hinge paper with large
serrates along the edges to mount any items which had a longish
horizontal edge, such as covers, cards and stamp multiples in rows
or blocks.

Ferguson's main interes t in la ter years was his collec tion of
New Zealand revenue stamps. Last year in London I had the pleasure
of viewing a fine accumulation of New Zealand revenue material 
S tamp Duty, including special-purpose issues, Law Courts, Lands
and Deeds, and impressed revenues. Much of this was from
Ferguson's collection - on his album sheets with his unmistakable
lettering, annotations of varieties and his use of serrate mounts.
The material had been obtained a short while previously from a
Robson Lowe auction.

How remarkable that this section of William Ferguson's
collection, begun nearly one hundred years ago, should survive as
he left it, so we can appreciate the depth of detail and
specialisation that Ferguson bought to his collecting. It can
perhaps be too easily forgotten that such major collections
contributed, in times past, a great deal to our knowledge of the
stamps of New Zealand, that today is taken for granted.
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many
not
the

"MISSENT" A.ND A.LLIED MARKINGS

SAFARI

In Great Britain, during the early and middle of the nineteenth
century, missent letters were a source of great nuisance. From
evidence it seems that from about the time of the establishment in
London in 1784 of the Dead Let ter Office, it was decided tha t
missent letters should be forwarded to their correct destinations
from the office of missending discovery.

Explanatory marks indicating missending, and therefore no second
charge was required to be levied, seem to ha~e made their
appearance soon after the Dead Letter Office was created. Some of
the mishaps were advised in manuscript, but others 'had cachets
with 'Missent' or similar indicative wording, but there were many
variations.

The practice was adopted overseas, including New Zealand from
the earliest days. For Example, Clause 28 in the Regulations of
1st March, 1859, reads:-

When letters or other parcels are missent to any office, the
words 'Missent to (name of place)' must be written on the face
of each, and the date-stamp of the office affixed immediately
after. Such letters or parcels must then be carefully forwarded
to their destinations by first post.

In this regard an example is noted of a cover with a 2d. Full
Face Queen, and addressed to Akaroa, with endorsement in ink
'Missent to Lyttelton', postmarked alongside 'LYTTELTON DC 11 64'.

Later the Post Office Rule Book of 1911 laid down that every
missent article was required to be date-stamped on the address
side to which it had been missent, preceded with the word 'Missent
To', and a report made on the proper form. The article was then to
be forwarded to its destination by the first opportunity.

Such was the pa t tern from very early years but ei ther
offices were not supplied with suitable cachets or did
indicate 'Missent' in manuscript or were not aware of
regulations or rules.

Broadly, for convenience, cachets and markings can be divided
into two periods firstly pre-1900, and secondly post-1900,
although I concede perhaps one or two might be transferred to the
earlier era.

FIRST PERIOD

1. Kororarika

MISS'ENTTO
KORORAR1KA
-N . Z-·

Four examples known in the hands of
collectors. It appears that the cachet may
have been used for re-direction rather than
missent purposes. I t may have been los t in
March, 1845, when Russell was sacked.
See 'The Postage Stamps of New Zealand',
Volume VII, page 113 - 114, and 'The Pacific
Stamp Journal', Volume 19, number 11, March,
1972.
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2. Auckland

~iISSEN'r TO
m;w-ZEALA~J)

This was reported in use at the General Post
Office, Auckland, in May, 1846, by visiting
British Commissioners. Two examples are
reported, for 1858 and 1895.

See 'The Pacific Stamp Journal', Volume 20, number 2, May, 1972,
and Zeapex 80 Souvenir Catalogue, pages 65 - 79.

3. Dunedin This, together with Numbers 4 and 5, were
discovered by R.J.G.Collins, being proof
impressions of markings engraved about
1862 1865 by Fergusson and Mitchell of
Dunedin. See 'The New Zealand Stamp
Collector', Volume 45; number 3, August, 1965,
pages 82 - 83.

Examples used on 1d. Chalon Head, Davies Print on star
watermarked paper, perf. 12~, and on an 1863 cover from Tasmania
to India were reported in 'The New Zealand Stamp Collector',
Volume 7, number 1, page 38, March, 1990. A further example used
on cover was reported in 'The Mail Coach', Volume 27, Number 3,
page 109, February, 1991.

4. Invercargill

?~ ISS S;~T TO
!t':VERCARGiLL

5. Picton

6. Auckland

See notes for Number 3 above. Examples
reported in 'The Mail Coach', Volume 16,
number 10, page 182, June, 1980, on a cover
front of 1895. Another example is known from
1907.

See notes for Number 3 above. An example is
recorde~ in Volume VII of 'The Postage Stamps
of New Zealand', page 250.

A metal marking was still held at the General
Post Office, Auckland, in 1972, but not shown
on. the impress ion shee ts of 1976. See 'The
Mail Coach', Volume 16, page 183, June, 1980.
Examples dated 13th June, 1875 and 16th May,
1956, are reported in 'The Postage Stamps of
New Zealand', Volume VI, page 431.

'The Postage Stamps of New Zealand', Volume VII, page 248,
recorded 'Missent to New Zealand' from the early 1840's on letters
addressed to other countries but accidentally sent to New Zealand.
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SECOND PERIOD

For easy reference, for this period the Post Offices are shown
in alphabetical order.

7. Auckland On impressions obtained by the Postal History
Society of New Zealand in 1971 - 1972. See
'The Mail Coach', Volume 16, number 10, pages
182 - 184.

8. Awanui

-.tM&:Nl TU AUCKLAND

Example from the Author's collection dated
1991. Note misspelling which is strangely
similar to that of nearby Kaitaia (16.)
although the type face is rather different.

MISS_~SENT AWANUI
9. Bucklands Beach from impressions from the Post Office supplied

in May, 1989.

M1SSEff[-IQ BD.c~. s.~!:1

10. Christchurch a) from impressions obtained from the Post Office
in 1952 - 1953. See 'The Postage Stamps of New
Zealand', Volume Ill, page 512.

Mis-sent to C hristc:hurch.

b) from impressions obtained as for Number 7.

ttllSSENT T-'1
11. Epuni Railway

12. Greymouth

example from the Author's collection dated
1983.

t"\,as,.... TO
."'~""'A\L.~·AY

example dated 2nd June, 1915. See 'The Postage
Stamps of New Zealand', Volume VI, page 431.

M1SSENT 10 CREYMOUTH.

14. Hawera

13. Hanmer Springs example da ted September, 1971, and s ti 11 in
the Post Office in 1972. See 'The Mail Coach',
Volume 16, number 10, page 183, June 1980. The
same type as Number 9 b) above.

example dated 1984 in Author's collection.
nil article ....... -sa.•
- ••.• '

15. Kaikohe example dated 1991 in Author's collection.

MI5-SENT
KAIKOHE
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16. Kaitaia example dated 1991 in Author's collection.
Note misspelling.

MISS..S!M'r"VIfI'II\
17. Kawakawa example dated 1991 in Author's collection.

18. Lambton Quay

MIS·SORTEO I
TO :j

LAM8TON ij
QUAY ;1

, I

ftIIIIlIr
NOTI,~¥.U.Y.WA

from impressions obtained as for Number 7.
Example dated 1977 in the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection, and a further example dated 1978
in the Author's collection.

19. Lepperton example dated 1975 in the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection. The cover was actually wrongly
addressed and re-directed, but this Post
Off!ce clearly has a 'Missent' cachet.

".. ',., ..",':',1 .. '.

20. Levin examples dated from 1983 to 1991 in the
Author's collection.

21. Lower Hutt

IMIS.SENT TO :':
~I;:, LEVIN :
~, l
'~'. ~.

the Dr. K.J.McNaught

collection ofthe

-'T 0

-....OWiRlttnJ
1992 from22. Mangakino example dated

Robin Startup.
t"ll SS'~E-'N-r--;I

M \ ~ I - ••~" 10 I
"', I ".l~,; i\ ;.,; 1'\ l----_...~., .............----'...

23. Mangere Bridge example dated 1977, reported in 'The Mail
Coach', Volume 16, number 11, page 216, July,
1980. ' ;=tt l6S£l\ti "TOJ

24. Mi,ramar from impressions obtained as for Number 7.

MlSSENT TO MIR~MAR
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example dated 1975 from the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection.

example dated 1979 from the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection. Note spelling error - 'MISENT'.

l\,' 1 S ENT

the Author's
1979 from the

from impressions obtained as for Number 7. An
example dated June, 1969, was reported in 'The
Pacific Stamp Journal', Volume 17, number 5,
August, 1969.

MISSENT TO 1_

NE LSON.

MIS.;SENT TO ..~'.. "~."-':
'7

examples dated 1977 from
collection, and dated 1978 and
Dr. K.J.McNaught collection.

, :f.lP,"

28. Oamaru

27. Nelson

26. Naenae

25. Moray Place

29. Petone

30. Plimmerton

from impressions obtained as for Number 7.
Example dated 1979 in the Author's collection.

IMIS.SEf'~T TO : .....·d
example dated 1979 from the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection.

M 1S SENT T 'Q-":"
31. Porirua examples dated 1975 and 1976 from the Author's

collection.

MI5-SENT JO PORJRUA

32. Reef ton example da ted 1928 reported in 'The Pos tage
Stamps of New Zealand', Volume VI, page 431.
Also from impressions obtained as for Number
7, with a remark that the marking was of some
age, possibly from the 1860's on.rr-nlU'I I_,.,'C.'C~

MI8SENT TO REEFTON,

33. Russell examples dated 1987 and 1990 from the Author's
collection.

rt'LsS~i:'it RusseD
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34. Stoke from impressions obtained as for Number 7.

j MI5·SENT TO Si~KE [

35. Stokes Valley from impressions obtained as for Number 7.
Examples dated 1977 in the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection, and dated 1978 in the Author's
collection.

HIS-SENT TO
STOKES VALLEY.

36. South Auckland Mail Centre

MfS..SENTTO NEW ZEALAND

ROBIN STARTUP reports

This was used on missent mail received from overseas - all
inwards mail from abroad is distributed through the centre, they
being closer to Auckland Airport rather than Auckland Centre.
Inwards overseas mail bags, after unloading at the airport, are
taken straight to the centre, and, if not directed to specific
centres, are opened and the bundles sorted into the inland
fastpost stream. Airmail sent to New Zealand in error - 'out of
course' receive this rubber stamp marking before being
included in outward mail. The specimen impression was applied on
2nd November, 1991, so it is right up to date.

37. Takapau example dated 1977 in the Author's collection.

MlS-SEftij!

from impressions obtained as for Number 7.
Examples dated 1978 and 1991 in the Author's
collection.

38. Te Aro

39. Upper Hutt

examples dated 1973 and
Dr. K.J.McNaught collection.

i7-~7": ~ :', ';"~~'/; :~~"".J!!', \'If.., ·,'.1 .',' ~:..~::"~t:~.~/:~,>:~;~,'':iP ·~t,:i,,~;t

'. Ml~Stfit:; IO<·1.E'Mcr·"
c'::. '.. '-:'!",;:,.'c~ ;::.\; /:;Y: ":,~,.;<',J

MtSSit~T TO UPPE'R BUn.. _~-

1979 in the

40. V. 1. C.

41. Wainuiomata

examples dated 1979 and 1980 in the
Dr. K.J.McNaught collection, and dated 1990 in
the Author's collection.

J MlSSfif TO VIe.J
from impressions obtained as for Number 7.
Example dated 1977 in the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection.

MlsSENT TO WAINUIOI'1ATA
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45. Wellington South

example dated 1979 from the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection.

MIS S.EN TT 0

MISSORTED

from impressions obtained as for Number 7.

examples dated 1985 and 1990 from the Author's
collection.

)lail mis-sent t 0 WH~TIJ1.JlGA.

T O
· .... ~!J:'lI."1

·:-MIS SENT· .. _" •• '

b) example dated 1979 in the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection.

a) from impressions obtained 1952 1953 and
1971 - 1972 - see Numbers 7 and 9 a). Example
known dated 1935.

I MISSENT TO
I WELLINGTON, N.l.

Philatelic Bureau.

example dated 1975 from the Dr. K.J.McNaught
collection.

r~~ '.-~.' ."~.

(M l:8Sf'~fJ

It should be noted that where the cachet itself does not
incorporate the name of the Post Office, the circular date-stamp
of that Post Office is almost always alongside or nearby.

GENERAL COMMENTS

Summarising, I have noted 46 different markings but some of them
may have been held and never used. Number 8 would fall into this
category. From so many cachets appearing from Post Offices in the
Wellington District at about the same time, it would seem that in
the 1970's an instruction might have been issued locally directing
their usage.

A recent check revealed that none of the markings for Numbers 8,
10, 13, 18, 24, 32, 34, 41 and 46 could be located in the Post
Offices concerned, but, of course, some of them had been closed
down.

Rarely one finds examples of mail endorsed in manuscript at the
Post Office receiving the item in error - for example, Papakura in
1978 but in regard to Wainuiomata, an example for 1979
illustrated below has 'missent to ' in ink manuscript alongside a
straight line 'Wainuiomata' see the illustration on the
following page.

46. Whitianga

44. Wellington

43. Wanganui

42. Waipukurau
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Apart from the very few Post Offices \Jhich may still have
'Missent' cachets, as of November, 1991, the only way to detect
mis-direction is the appearance of a circular date-stamp of some
other Post Office not part of the address. Illustrated below is a
cover from Taupo addressed to Hastings but with the oval
'N.Z. Post South Auckland' of on-forwarding.

Readers are asked to check examples in their collections and to
advise the Editor of any additions or amendments, as it is hoped
that these will be included in a later article. Unless updating is
essayed from time to time, just as this attempts to bring evidence
together, examples become lost or overlooked for the future.

Undoubtedly the next phase will be the detection of missent mail
through mechanical sorting devices, but that will be another
story.

SHOULD 'ULD ACQUAI TANCE BE FORGOT ••••••
A..B.JOI STn E

It is not within the terms of refe ence to embark upon a history
of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain, but merely to dwell
upon some personal relationships derived from membership, and to
recapitulate on impressions which evolved from more intimate
contact with some of the early members, albeit, regrettably, often
only through correspondence.

If there has been one outstanding and recurring characteristic
of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain tllroughout its life
then most assuredly it must have been ENTHUSIASM. From its
inception in 1952 there has never been a lack of willin and
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conscientious officers whose considerable efforts have maintained
to the present day the high standards established forty years ago.

The popularity of New Zealand philately proved infectious and
from the initial core in London the zeal of the original band of
stalwarts rapidly at trac ted membership from all over the Uni ted
Kingdom and other overseas countries, including, of course, New
Zealand itself. A glance a t the founder member lis t reveals a
number of prominent philatelists and a wealth of philatelic talent
upon which the infant society could draw.

The writer hastens to plead that it must not be misconstrued as
invidious if many worthy names receive no mention in these notes,
bu tit mus t be borne in mind tha t fr9m Scotland, a dis tance of
four hundred miles, contact was inevitably confined to
correspondence and occasional visits to meetings of the Society.

Perhaps appropriately, one name that immediately springs to mind
is that of Douglas Edsall of Ngahinepouri in the Waikato, a
regular contributor to 'The Kiwi' from Volume 1, number 1 onwards.
His puckish sense of humour was ever evident but he had a keen
philatelic brain and was happy to share his knowledge wherever and
whenever it was requested. Through the columns of 'The Kiwi' the
writer got in touch with Douglas and so commenced a correspondence
which was to continue for over twenty years until his death. It
began tentatively with philatelic matters only but soon developed
into a personal relationship, until his letters could run to some
fifteen to eighteen pages recounting his early struggles in New
Zealand after World War One, and eventually the establishment of
his farm. My own collections bear witness to the extent of his
generous help, which hopefully was adequately repaid, perhaps with
some little success as he always insisted that his wife Ethel
proclaimed, "You can have the top brick off the chimney".

However, it was his spirit of fun that kept revealing itself 
not always appreciated by the philatelic trade - but instanced by
an i tern which he forwarded. This was the 1959 Red Cross 3d. in
block of four including the celebra ted missing Red Cross, all
enclosed in cellophane and neatly mounted on black card, for which
he requested how much was the best offer. Being well aware of what
he could get up to, the package was opened up to reveal that he
had carefully cut around the flag with a razor blade and a piece
of stamp edging behind, inserted the blank paper, and then most
carefully inked in the blue shading, all beautifully executed. For
his pains he received a string of invective - and no money, which,
being Douglas, he thoroughly appreciated and no doubt expected.
This item still succeeds in its duplicity when included in society
displays.

His sad death in 1972 was the end of an era.
About the same time another sad loss occurred with the death of

Gerry Erskine who, together with his wife Margarete, gave sterling
service to the Society in its formative years. Always polite and
most considerate in his approach, he was genuinely grateful for
any help the writer was able to supply with material for displays
as he carried the New Zealand banner to many societies in the
south, despite never enjoying the best of health.

Before moving to London, Jimmy Riddell had a dentist's practice
in Jedburgh, and it was one of life's pleasures to call and chat
stamps, leaving any qualms about the 'chair' to his patients. He

62



excellent
some time
Full Face

was a most enthusiastic collector, as evidenced by his outstanding
works on R.T.P.O.'s and Marine P.O.'s, published in 'The Kiwi' and
other journals of the philatelic press.

Likewise, Dr. A.A.Clark of Dumbarton provided an
excuse for a diversion on a business trip and spend
studying, not without a little envy, his collection of
Queen Victoria stamps, many on superb covers.

Further regular discussions on New Zealand took place annually
at the Scottish Philatelic Congress, when Cargill-Somerville, Jim
Fairbairn, A.Bruce Alexander and the writer would put their heads
together in any convenient corner and discuss \"ha tever material
had been brought along. It was on one of these occasions that a
member of the Scottish Philatelic Society made an approach to ask
advice on a New Zealand item that was being offered to him by a
Dealer. Counsel duly given, it was suggested that the recipient
should join our Society. This most gentlemanly gentleman proffered
his thanks and withdrew. His name - Stanley Cross-Rudkin.

As early as 1959 the Society ventured north of the border to
give a display to the Edinburgh Philatelic Society in the Adelphi
Hotel in April. W.Farrow of London acted as representative and
brought contributions from several members, which were eagerly
studied by very learned collectors in a pass-round display.

Ten years later, at the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain in
Bristol, 1969, the Society held a meeting which the writer was
fortunate to attend, being on holiday in the area. It was a
pleasan t renewal of old acquain tanceships, regret tably not wi th
Ted Hossell, unable to attend through illness. Betty Mitchell, the
'Penzance Pixie', enthralled and amused wi th more of her
collection devoted to "William Colenso", and the Rev. Gi lding of
Trowbridge led a study circle on the Peace Issue. A very happy
ga thering, for which the President, Harry Bartrop, tendered his
warm thanks.

However, these notes would not be complete without mention of
the 'Three Musketeers', as the writer thought of them. Many happy
hours were spent in their company, usually coinciding with one or
other _of the National Exhibitions in London. Jovial Michael
Burberry with his passion for Penny Universals; Noel Turner, who
joined the Committee at the Annual General Meeting in 1953 and
immediately injected his inimitable sense of humour into the
proceedings. He was a natural to collect the ever popular Health
Issues.

And finally, Phi 1 Evans, deeply in teres ted in the phi la tel ic
intricacies of the 1935 Pictorial Definitives and the Peace Issue,
and always so appreciative of any involvement in these subjects.

All three did outstanding work for the Society over many years,
no more so than in preparations for that memorable occasion in the
Silver Jubilee Year, 1977, the visit to the Royal Philatelic
Society of London, when fifty-two frames of New Zealand material
were mounted.

To commemorate that year also Stanley Gibbons issued a special
New Zealand edition of their magazine when three members were
invited to contribute articles.

May the 40th Anniversary of the New Zealand Society of Great
Britain be equally successful.
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My Dear Sir,

On the arrival of this vessel you will be plit in
possession of the melancholy intelligence of the maoris having
taken Kororareka and fiercely driven off the inhabitants many of
whom are glad to escape with their lives - leaving the whole of
their property a prey to the Savages. I regret that I cannot
afford time to write you a full account of the whole affair but my
hands are full of other matters. The "Slain Castle" is on the eve
of sailing for Sydney which leaves me no spare time. I must refer
you for particulars to Captain Richards who was on the spot when
the unfortunate collision took place. This vessel after calling at
Wellington proceeds to Hobart Town for more Troops. The. expected
assistance from Sydney has not yet arrived. 250 Soldiers are
looked for hourly and if they do not come soon it is quite
impossible to say what the consequence may be. Captn Robertson of
the Hazzard who behaved most gallantly on the occasion has been
seriously wounded, he is rather better, but far from being out of
danger. The inhabitants in Auckland are very much excited and many
packing up to leave in the Slain C~stle. Active preparations are
being made by Government to put the settlement in a proper state
of defence.

The termination of the affair at the Bay will be most ruinous to
the Interests of the Colony, indeed I fear much it will finish it,
for years to come if not entirely.

I send you pr. this vessel your package of newspapers - please
make enquiry of them, as it is possible they may be forgot.

I am My Dear Sir
Yours very Truly

Wm. Grahame

There are two names to which I have been unable to find
reference. They are Captain Richards, mentioned as being 'on the
spot', and the writer of the letter, William Grahame. If any
reader can provide information about these gentlemen, I would be
very grateful.

64




