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THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 28TH SEPTEMBER, 1991,
AT THE Y.W.C.A. CENTRAL CLUB, 16 - 22, GREAT RUSSELL STREET,
LONDON, WC1B 3LR, STARTING AT 2.30 P.M.
THE SUBJECT WILL BE THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
POSTAL STATIONERY.
THE DISPLAY WILL BE GIVEN BY WALLY AND MARTYN JACKSON.
CAVEAT LECTOR - A FURTHER SEQUEL
THE MEMORIES OF MISS AMY RICKMAN

See page 87
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EDITORIAL
There are momentous changes afoot with New Zealand Post Limited,
as can be read in this issue of 'The Kiwi'. These changes are
bound to affect our hobby, for better or worse. Through these
pages, an attempt has been made, with the assistance of many
correspondents in New Zealand, to keep track of the services
offered, and how these are reflected in the postal history of the
country. I am very grateful to these members for their efforts on
our behalf in recording items that may well be scarce in future
years. More such items are included in this issue, and if there
are any comments from members, I would be glad to hear from them.
ALLAN P. BERRY
MEMBERSHIP
NEW MEMBERS. We welcome
E.H.Austen, 11, Raleigh Close, Padstow, Cornwall, PL28 8BQ
Larry Brennan, 648 East 105th Street, Brooklyn,
New York 1236, United States of America.
Tim Maclaren, Oxford Cinderellas, Bush Road,Oxford,
North Canterbury, New Zealand.
R.S.Thomson, 3732 N.W. 20th Place, Gainesville,
Florida 32605, United States of America.
LAPSED
A.S.Craig, 79, Wikiriwhi Crescent,
Palmerston North, New Zealand.
J.Fordham, P.O.Box 138, Islington,
New South Wales 2296, Australia.
B.M.L.Forsyth, The Chantry, Church Walk,
Great Billing, Northampton.
I.C.Perry, 29, Chetwynd Grove, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7JW
G.W.Vaughan, 32, Westmoreland Court, Stoples Lane,
Lymington, Hants., S041 OYA
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
G.E.Green, 'Avalon', Silver Street t Kilmington, Devon, EX13 7SN
(previously of Axminster, Devon.)
MEETING HELD SATURDAY, 27TH JULY, 1991
EARLY POSTAL MARKINGS OF NEW ZEALAND
The meeting was opened at 2.35 p.m. by our Chairman, Alan
Gardiner, with sixteen members present. Apologies for absence were
presented from Allan P. Berry and from Pat and Dave Scott. The
Meeting welcomed Geoffrey Frankcom, who had come to support his
wife Margaret, one of the day's speakers.
Gwynn Evans started the first half of his display with a colour
print of the Inangahua Mail Coach, at the same time informing his
audience that he was one of the few people left who had travelled
by Stage Coach, having once gone to Wales in one. He retailed how,
during the gold-rush period,
acting Postmasters had been
authorised to cancel stamps by writing the name of the place
across the stamp(s), and how this had degenerated to the use of an
initial of the place-name or even the Postmaster's initial(s). He
showed 'Kaikoura', written in full across three stamps, 'W.W.',
for Windwhistle House, in the Raikaia Gorge, 'App' for Appleby,
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even 'G' for Mataroa, probably the Postmaster's initial, and many
other manuscript cancellations, both on and off cover. The nowfamous Alford mark of 'ALF', carved direct by the Postmaster and
thus appearing in mirror image on the stamp, was also included.
Margaret Frankcom began wi th an acknowledgement for the help
received from our member Gerald Ellott and others in researching
her covers and sometimes the letters contained therein. When the
first New Zealand stamps were issued to major centres in 1855,
unstamped letters from these became unusual. Similarly, part
payment between sender and recipient became unusual after 27th
March, 1857. An early 1857 cover showed late usage of this
practice. Al though New Zealand was a postal dependency of New
South Wales up to 1842, letters between the two areas were treated
as
between
separate
Colonies,
and
examples
were
shown.
'Kororareka' crowned oval, 'Paid at Kororareka', 'Free Kororareka
N.Z.' and 'Missent to Kororareka' were shown. The 3d. trans-Tasman
rate was there, sometimes in the company of the 8d. onward rate to
Grea t Bri tain. Pe tre, Auckland, Nelson and Welling ton crowned
circle marks and many others were included, in some cases
accompanied by hand-struck black 'to pay' figures. Margaret
confessed to her love of the contents of the letters and her
satisfaction in managing to find out something about the writer
and/or the recipient, and the social life of the period.
Gwynn Evans then gave his 'second half', this time dealing with
pre-s tamped and early s tamped covers. The mos t drama tic was a
cover from Port Victoria to England by private ship, bearing the
master's charge of 16/- for this service. Unframed and crowned
circle marks for Auckland and that of Petre were in evidence, as
well as an unusual cover to Dublin, via Panama.
In his vote of thanks, the Chairman remarked on the diversity of
items available for study from the early days and how much was to
be learned from displays such as this.
The Meeting closed at 4.55 p.m.
A.G.
COMMITTEE MEETING
Will the Officers of the Society and Members of the Committee
please note that there will be a Meeting of the Committee
following the close of the General Meeting to be held on Saturday,
28th September, 1991. An Agenda will be circulated prior to the
meeting. Would all Officers and Members of the Committee do their
utmost to attend, as there are important matters to be discussed.
ALAN GARDINER, CHAIRMAN

------------

DISPLAYS TO LOCAL SOCIETIES
George Gibson will be giving a display entitled 'New Zealand' to
the Nailsea Philatelic Society on Wednesday, 11th September, 1991.
The Society meets at the Mizzymead Recreation Centre, Nailsea, and
the meetings starts at 7.30 p.m.
George Gibson will be giving a display entitled 'New Zealand' to
the Basings toke and Dis tric t Philatelic Society on Monday, 4th
November, 1991. The Society meets at the Carnival Hall, Council
Road, Basingstoke, and the meetings start at 7.30 p.m.
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Ernie Leppard and Allan Berry will be giving a display on behalf
of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain to the Cambridge
Philatelic Society on Friday, 15th November, 1991. The Society
meets at the Oddfellows Hall, Newmarket Road, Cambridge, and the
meetings start at 7.30 p.m.
SPECIAL DATESTAMPS
GOLDEN JUBILEE AIR TRAINING CORPS
A special pictorial date stamp was used at
the Wellington Philatelic Sales Centre on
Friday, 13th September, 1991, to commemorate
the 50th Anniversary of the Air Training
Corps.

CORRESPONDENTS
Your Editor has the names and addresses of two philatelists in
New Zealand who are interested in finding correspondents in the
United Kingdom willing to exchange stamps and other philatelic
material. If any member is interested, would they please drop me a
line, including a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
ANNUAL SOCIETY AUCTION
This will be held on Kiwi Day, Saturday, 30th November, 1991.
Members who wish to place items in the Auction should note the
following instructions:A list of your Lots, typewri tten or in block letters please,
should be sent to:I.G.Fogg, 42, Oxford Road South, Chiswick, London, W4 3DH
to reach me before Saturday, 28th September, 1990, so that the
catalogue can be printed 1n time for distribution with the
November issue of 'The Kiwi'.
Please state your estimate of the market value and reserve for
each Lot. This is a must. If you have no reserve, please say so.
Also describe each '"'t"O't briefly
e.g. UM = Unmounted Mint;
FU = Fine Used, etc. Lots may be sent with your list, but in any
case must be in my hands prior to the Auction. All Lots to be
mounted and carded ready for display. A space about one inch
square should be left at the bottom right hand corner for the
insertion of the lot number. Lots handed in on the day of the
Auction must have their Lot numbers clearly shown. Estimates for
individual Lots should be for not less than £4-00. Commission is
1070 of sales, and all postage, poundage, insurance, etc. is
payable by the vendor. There is a lotting fee of 20p per Lot. Lots
which comprise of periodicals, books, boxes of stamps and other
bulky items cannot be accepted unless the vendor undertakes to
deliver and collect from the a~ction room, or, if sold, to deliver
to the purchaser direct.
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APPEAL
Each year it has been the practice of many generous members to
offer items, both philatelic and general, to be auctioned on
behalf of Society's funds. This is much appreciated. Do please see
what you have surplus to your requirements. No matter what it is,
we will be delighted to receive it, preferably by 29th September,
1990, so that it can appear in the catalogue, otherwise at any time
up to 2.00 p.m. on Kiwi Day.
Do remember to brin
our catalo ue to the auction. Copies
ava1 a e 1n t e room W1
cost £ REVIEWS
Postal Impressions. Edited by Luit Bieringa et al. Published by
New Zealand Post Limited. Available from New Zealand Post
Limited, Philatelic Bureau, Wanganui, New Zealand, price
NZ$18-00 posted surface mail , or NZ$21-S0 posted surface-airlifted, or NZ$24-00 posted air mail.
This is a folder produced to publicise the New Zealand Post's
travelling exhibition. The exhibition sets out to show the general
public some of the treasures from the archives of New Zealand Post
and the processes involved in the design and development of some
stamp issues, including unaccepted designs. Special mention is
made of the works of some individual designers. An outline is also
given of the various methods of stamp production and printing.
There is a bibliography for those who wish to delve deeper into
philately and most importantly a list of philatelic clubs and
societies.
A well thought out and produced folder, my only criticism is
that the 20 individual sheets tend to take on a life of their own
due to their slippery high gloss surface!
Auckland
Philatelic
Society
Sesqui-Centennial
Issue.
ISSN 0113-6100. Published by The Auckland Philatelic Society
(Inc.), P.O.Box 1932, Auckland, New Zealand, to whom all
enquiries should be addressed.
This 32 page booklet gives one a fascinating insight into the
Auckland Philatelic Society since its inception in August, 1898,
with its first meeting in the Colonial Bank Building, Queen
Street, through many moves to its current meeting place. It
contains a series of articles contributed by eminent New Zealand
philatelists.
The story of New Zealand and the Antarctic is told by J.Knox and
illustrated with stamps and covers. Interest in this subject has
increased of late for, as the author states, New Zealand is the
"last stop" before the Antarctic!
Philately and the Royal Visits bemoans the fact that despite the
close ties between New Zealand and Great Britain little philatelic
recogni tion has been given to some 20 visi ts, starting in 1869
with Prince Alfred, second son of Queen Victoria. No doubt many
members will have memories of later visits!
Other articles cover the Rev "Tommy" Taylor and his fight for
Prohibition; Tin-Can Mail a~d its connections with Auckland.
Postal History deals with the details that can be uncovered with
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patience and time, the two essentials to the postal historian.
A real eye-opener is the article about the effect of light on
modern New Zealand s tamps and how many abnormali ties which have
genuinely occurred durin~ printing can be reproduced by exposure
to sunlight! Any "bargain' errors must be looked at with a certain
amount of suspicion. The article describes some of the changes
that can be caused and the author's hopes that it may help readers
to distinguish between original and "exposure" errors.
The final article reviews the last 20 years of the Society and
looks at its future and that of the hobby as a whole, a hobby
where the majority of its adherents are aged between 35 and 70.
British Empire Campaigns and Occupations in the Near East, 19141924, A Postal History, by John Firebrace. Published by
Christie's Robson Lowe, 39, Poole Hill, Bournemouth, BH2 5PX,
price £65-00, plus inland postage £4-00, overseas £8-50
This is a truly magnum opus, to which it is impossible to do
justice in the space allocated for a Review. It is the culmination
of a lifetime's work by our member John Firebrace on his chosen
subject. It covers far more than the involvement of New Zealand
Forces in the Near East during and after the First World War.
Within the 460 pages will be found a diary of the events which are
covered, making it easier to understand how and why various
markings were associated with different places at different times.
The book is profusely illustrated with maps, pictures, datestamps
and other cachets and markings used by the postal services of the
forces involved. One has to learn how to use the book to gain full
benefi t from it, but the exercise is well worth while. I t is
gratifying to see the acknowledgements given by the Author to the
individuals and Societies that have helped him with his
researches, and the detailed bibliography supplied. The book lacks
an Index, but this is more than compensated for by a full contents
list. There are of course faults of omission that can be seen by
the knowledgeable, but the Author has recognised, as we all
should, that the last word is never written on any Postal History
subject. One feels sure, for instance, that more can be added to
the section on the cards used to acknowledge 'Comforts for Troops
Gift Parcels'. Such comments are carping, in the light of the
massive amount of information contained in the book. If there is
to be one criticism, it is that the text is too small. In saying
this, one appreciates that to increase its size would have
enlarged the book, and therefore its cost, which is already high.
Nevertheless, for those interested in any sphere of Forces Postal
History, this book is a must, if only to teach aspiring authors
how to present the subject.
National Parks of New Zealand as seen through the eyes of a
stamp collector, by Cecil Bristow. Published on behalf of the
Author and the New Zealand Society of Great Britain by W.A.Page,
138, Chastilian Road, Dartford, Kent, DA1 3LG, to whom orders
should be sent. Price £7-50, plus postage and packing - within
the United Kingdom - 55p, Europe = 85p, elsewhere by printed
paper air mail - £2-50.
This is a compilation of a series of articles originally
published in "The Kiwi", and brought together by the author in one
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volume. It contains a fund of fascinating information about the
National Parks and other areas of outstanding beauty up and down
the country.
It is liberally illustrated with reproductions of stamps, maps,
postcards and photographs which even printed in monochrome show
the grandeur and beauty of the areas.
It is a volume of great interest, not only to philatelists but
to all who appreciate natural beauty graphically described.
NEW ZEALAND POST LIMITED
ALLAN P. BERRY
There is no doubt that in recent years, the production of
multi-coloured stamps has become easier and cheaper. Many stamp
issuing authorities, including New Zealand, have apparently seen
this as a way of increasing revenue, by issuing stamps aimed at
the collector, especially those who collect thematically. Many
writers, including your Editor, have deplored the policy,
suggesting that before too long, the 'marketing' of 'products' words I have heard used by members of the Philatelic Bureau of New
Zealand Post Limited - will spoil the hobby which it is in all our
interests to protect and maintain.
Recently we have had issues of Greetings Stamp Booklets. Almost
all of you will have received a mailing from the Philatelic Bureau
in Wanganui dated 22nd April, 1991, giving details of two
Greetings Stamp Booklets, 'Happy Birthday' and 'Thinking of You'.
Each had a pane of five different designs, each design of 40 cent
value. They were issued on 15th May, 1991. On 1st July, 1991, only
46 days later, the basic letter rate in New Zealand was raised to
45 cents. This was announced in a letter from the Philatelic
Bureau dated 14th June, 1991. At the same time it was announced
that the Greetings Stamp Booklets, stated to be 'colourful and
popular', were to be re-issued in the same design, but with the
new 45 cent value.
The operational need for Greetings Stamp Booklets can be
questioned, although all would probably accept the need for stamp
booklets themselves. Why were the new stamps of increased face
value issued so soon after the previous issue? It is inconceivable
that the rise in the basic postal rate was unknown before the
issue of the booklets with stamps of 40 cent face value. These
Greetings Stamp Booklets should not have been issued.
The June, 1991, issue of 'Royal Lines', the Newsletter of the
Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand, carrie$ a similar note of
protest. There is a note questioning the increase of the standard
postage rate at a time when a variety of items had just been
issued at the old rate. It suggests that there was no need for the
increase given the profits of New Zealand Post Limited.
In a recent issue of New Zealand News UK, there was a short note
stating that the Minister of Communications had floated the
proposal that New Zealand Post Limited be fully privatised, rather
than remain a State Owned Enterprise. As such a move is likely to
affect the philately and postal history of New Zealand, I asked
David Bignell, my contact in New Zealand Post Limited, for his
views on the matter.
In his reply, David Bignell points out that some of the State
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Owned Enterprises established by the Labour Government have
already been privatised. These include PostBank, the old Post
Office Savings Bank, now owned by ANZ Bank Limited, which is an
Australian Bank; Telecom, which is largely owned by an American
consortium; and Air New Zealand, which is owned to a large extent
by Qantas.
David Bignell informs me that the move to privatise New Zealand
Post Limited is strongly supported by the Board and Executive
Management. But he points out that there are five or so issues
that need to be resolved as a part of the decision about
privatisation. These issues include:~
The relationship New Zealand Post Limited (as a privatised
company) will have with the Universal Postal Union.
Price equalisation for letter post and fast post internally.
The whole question of the provision of service to the very
uneconomical rural sector of New Zealand.
The continuing stamp issuing authority for New Zealand.
The future of the New Zealand Post Archive.
These issues are apparently the subject of ongoing discussion
and negotiation between New Zealand Post Limited, the Ministers,
and groups such as the Treasury and the Department of Trade and
Industry. It appears unlikely that a decision will be made before
the middle of 1992.
David Bignell expresses the opinion that Telecom, since it was
fully privatised, gives a far superior service to that which was
available under Government control, and therefore favours the
privatisation of New Zealand Post Limited. He suggests that the
Government has to face up to the question of the postal service
continuing to operate in isolated and uneconomical areas, and at
the end of the day, must decide whether it is prepared to put some
tax payers' money into providing this continuing service. If the
Government were to choose not to provide such a subsidy, then New
Zealand Post Limited, as a private company, would have to charge
for the cost of providing this type of service.
Colin Capill, our member in New Zealand, writes to say that New
Zealand Post Limited has been the subject of much adverse comment
concerning the rise in the postage rate, and the unfortunate issue
of stamps at 40 cent face value shortly before. Colin indicates
that the future of New Zealand Post Limited is uncertain, and that
developments are being closely monitored by--.JIlany countries. He
suspects that there will be major changes in postal reforms made
throughout the world in the years to come, and that New Zealand
Post Limited appears to be a leader in the area of commercial
activities, and that businesses seem to appreciate it. Post Paid
products and stationery are here to stay and their range and the
use of these products will grow.
Colin Capill goes on to say that New Zealand Post Limited is
becoming much more active in the area of Courier Mail. They will
soon have a monopoly only in the area of the Standard Letter,
which he suggests might be in October, when the regulations
finally end. While philatelists might not be happy with their
activities, it appears that from a business point of view, they
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have courage. In this deregulated market they need it if they are
to survive. Hence world eyes are on New Zealand Post Limited.
Through the pages of 'The Kiwi', with the help of correspondents
in New Zealand, an effort is made to keep track of the various
services, or 'products', being offered, or 'marketed', by New
Zealand Post Limited, and their reflection in the items that pass
through the post. This forms the basis of tomorrow's postal
history. All the foregoing, gathered from a variety of sources,
gives great food for thought. If any reader has an opinion on any
of the matters discussed above, please would they write to me.
SCOTT BASE STAMPS
A Press Release from Shades Stamp Shop Ltd., Shop 54, Shades
Arcade, Cashel Street, Christchurch, New Zealand, states that they
have been appointed the main philatelic distributor for the new
Scott Base, Ross Dependency, stamp issue. The Press Release goes
on top give the following background information:With the closing of New Zealand Post's outlet at Scott Base,
postal arrangements became the responsibility of the Armed
Forces Canteen Council which runs the shop at Scott Base. Mail
has been franked with their Scott Base meter. In practice this
has resulted in the Canteen Council having to chase various
organisations, other Government Departments as well as various
expeditions for payment of the considerable postages involved.
This year, however, New Zealand Post has changed its policy for
the operation of meter machines. They now require pre-payment
and regular reading of the meter by New Zealand Post Staff. This
could involve either flying New Zealand Post Staff to Scott Base
or transporting the machine back to Christchurch several times
each year.
In view of these problems the authorities have decided to
issue their own adhesive stamps for use on mail to cover postage
from Scott Base to Christchurch where mail will then have a New
Zealand Post stamp added and on-forwarded.
This issue has been authorised and produced by the Armed
Forces Canteen Council with the help of the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research Antarctic Division. Printing
was done by Southern Colour Print of Dunedin. The print run of
5,000 sheets was done under full security. There are no
imperforate, specimen overprints, missing colours, etc.
These stamps will be on sale at Scott Base as soon as the
mid-winter mail drop takes place. The first day of use will then
be known. All cancellations will be done 'o-y the armed forces
involved. Because of transport logistics, covers will not become
available until the 'Windfly' flights take place in Spring.
To satisfy the expected philatelic demand, Shades Stamp
Shop Ltd. has been appointed sole Trade Distributor. Stamps will
also be available through any other members of the New Zealand
Stamp Dealers Association.
While they will be available at Scott Base for over the
counter sales and use, all orders should be directed to Shades
Stamp Shop Ltd.
The Press Release illustrafes in black and white two miniature
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sheets of labels, each with four different designs, and each with
a face value of $1-25. Also illustrated is a proof strike of the
cancelling device.
If the facts outlined in the Press Release are accurate, then
there is probably a valid reason for the issue of these locals.
What we are not told is where the profits on their sale are likely
to go. Will the Armed Forces Canteen Council have to pay for the
transport by air of the mail from Scott Base to Christchurch - in
fact, do they do so now? If so, how much? What 'postal rates' will
they be charging? Will other services, such as for parcels or
registration, be available? Whatever the answers, it appears that
a new chapter of Antarctic Postal History is about to open.
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST DECIMAL DEFINITIVES OF NEW ZEALAND
R.G.DARGE
Continued from page 64
THREE CENT PUARANGI
The stamp depicts the flowers of the Puarangi, a native
hibiscus. The flowers are small with a dark velvet throat. The
Puarangi is found only in the remote areas of the North. The stamp
is similar to the 4d. designed by A.G.Mitchell.
Four cylinders, being blue, green, red and yellow were required
for the printing by De La Rue and the sheet value is $6.
The stamps were printed on the web and the sheet layout is
similar to the original printings of the 2~ cent. One variation
was the placing of large colour registration crosses on each
corner of the double sheet, wi th an extra pair in the side
selvedges.
As with the web fed 2~ cent the 'A' pane was on the left and the
'B' pane on the right. The double sheets were perforated by the
same double comb head as the other values, with the 'A' pane being
fed first into the comb head.
The first printing was made by cylinders numbered 1A1A1A1A IBIB1BIB. A new blue cylinder numbered 2A
2B was later
substituted
This printing varied from the other in that the perforating
guide pin squares and the sheet value were in a new position and
closer to the stamps. The Imprint was in smaller lettering.
During December, 1967, a further printing from an entirely new
set of cylinders was released. As with the 2~ cent the stamps were
printed by a sheet fed press. The sheet layou!__ was similar to the
other values with the exception that the colour registration
crosses remained the same. The cylinders were numbered 2A2A2A3A 2B2B2B3B.
A reshuffle of the colours of the cylinder numbers had occurred
being now red, yellow, green and blue.
A number of sheets from different cylinders were used for the
manufacture of counter coils. The layout is similar to the
2~ cent.
The stamp was also issued in booklet panes of six stamps. An
interesting variety is a used booklet stamp with the red missing
from three of the four flowers.
The 3 cent is notorious for the number of constant flaws
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scattered throughout the printings. There are many instances of
touching up but cylinder 2B1B1B1B shows examples of retouching.
One interesting variety is an example of either a sheet slipping
from the perforating guide pin or the pin coming out whilst the
sheet was progressing through the comb head. The perforations
commence in register but gradually the sheet has slewed and the
stamps were perforated through the centre. Three sheets were
discovered in the Waikato District with the last vertical row
imperforate.
Crooked or misplaced perforations are not uncommon. The stamps
also suffer badly from poor registration of the purple which
surrounds the petals and accentuates the centre of each flower.
One stamp has been noted where a portion of the selvedge punched
from the perforating guide pin squares has fallen on the sheet and
passed through the printing. The piece has left the sheet with the
result that a white half moon appears on the 'P' of 'PUARANGI'. It
is probable that the stamp came from the web fed machine which is
geared to punch out the squares as the paper reaches the first
printing cylinder.
A multipositive flaw appears at Row 5, stamp 10 of the 'B' pane
in the web fed sheets and the 'A' fane of the sheet fed stamps. It
appears as a broken second 'A' of ZEALAND'.
Two missing colours have been reported, a used copy with the red
missing and a used copy with the yellow missing. A used stamp with
missing purple from a booklet pane XA, Row 1, stamp 3, was sold at
auction.
3 cent varieties.
1A1A1A1A
Row 19, stamp 1
Touchin~ uf to large scratch under
'3' of 3c.
Flaw on left stroke of 'w'
not
Row 19, stamp 3
constant.
1B1B1B1B
Row 5, stamp 10
Broken second 'A' of 'ZEALAND'multipositive flaw.
Row 13, stamp 1
White blob on
top of 'z' of
'ZEALAND'.
Touched up scratch to right of top
Row 14, stamp 10
flower.
Row 15, stamp 8
White flaw on back of top petal of
top right flower - 'gnome's head'.
2A1A1A1A
White spot above '3c'.
Row 5, stamp 4
White blob on 'z' of 'ZEALAND'.
Row 11, stamp 5
Row 13, st~mp 9
Touching up above 'D' of 'ZEALAND'
Row 20, stamp 3
White spot below '3'.
Row 20, stamp 9
Inverted 'V' at top of upper right
hand flower.
Sheet twisted on comb head.
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2B1B1B1B

Row 1,
Row
Row 1,
Row 2,
Row
Row
Row
Row

2,
3,
3,
4,

Row 4,
Row 5,
Row 6,
Row 6,
Row
Row
Row
Row
Row
Row

9,
12,

Row
Row
Row
Row
Row
Row
Row

12,
14,
14,
14,
14,
14,
15,

7,

7,
7,
7,

Row 15,
Row 20,
Row 20,

Green line to right of red centre
in top centre flower.
1, stamp 8White blob on back of bottom loop
of '3' of '3c'.
Retouched.
stamp 8
White
dot
between
'3c'
and
stamp 3
'PUARANGI'.
Retouched.
stamp 3
White dot above lp' of 'PUARANGI'.
stamp 7
Retouched.
stamp 7
Blue triangle in margin by top
stamp 10
left corner.
Retouched.
stamp 10
Broken second 'A' of 'ZEALAND' stamp 10
multipositive.
Green dot on third petal of top
stamp 7
left flower.
Blue dot on left hand leaf of left
stamp 9
hand flower.
Small touch up Thirkell F6.
stamp 1
White blob under 'R' of 'PUARANGI'
stamp 3
Retouched.
stamp 3
White spot over 'RA' of 'PUARANGI'
stamp 4
Small touch up Thirkell D6.
stamp 5
Small yellow ring on top of left
stamp 9
petal of bottom left flower.
Retouched.
stamp 9
Small white spot at edge above 'c'
stamp 3
Retouched.
stamp 3
White flaw over 'AN' of 'PUARANGI'
stamp 6
Blue splash in margin over '3'.
stamp 10
stamp 10
Retouched.
Red patch to right of top right
stamp 1
flower.
Retouched.
stamp 1
Big blue spot on first petal of
stamp 4
may not be
of top left flower
constant.
Flaw gone.
stamp 4
stamp 3
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Yellow tatter on bottom left petal
of bottom left flower - may not be
constant.
Possibly retouched - doubtful.
Row 20, stamp 6
Green spot on top partof 'L'
Row 20, stamp 8
not constant.
2BIBIBIB - second printing only.
White nick in bottom margin under
Row 3, stamp 3
second 'N' of 'ZEALAND'.
Enlarged top serif on '0'.
Row 4, stamp 10
White scratch running from lp' to
Row 8, stamp 2
'G' of 'PUARANGI'.
Small white spot over 'Cl.
Row 18, stamp 9
Possible retouch at 1unction of
Row 18, stamp 10
'L' and 'A' of 'ZEALAND.
See Campbell Paterson's New Zealand Newsletter, Volume 19,
number 6, January, 1967. In addition, 26 smaller flaws were
discovered in the original printing of which 18 remained
constant, three appear to have been retouched and the
remaining five are not obvious on the retouched sheet.
2A2A2A3A
Row 5, stamp 10
As 2BIB(3) - multipositive flaw.
Cylinder perforation varieties similar to the 2~ cent sheet
fed printings.
up
Cylinder
scratch
touching
2B2B2B3B
Row 9, stamp 4
beside top right hand flower.
Cylinder perforation varieties as above.
Booklets.
Retouch under 'Cl
XA bottom, Row 1, stamp 1
Purple missing on used stamp
Row 1, stamp 3
Miscellaneous.
Purple colour registration poor.
Half moon flaw.
Last vertical row imperforate.
Missing red colour.
Missing yellow colour.
Double perforation of web fed printing of first two vertical
rows.
Numerous blue doctor blade lines across top selvedge.
Corner perforation irregularity due to corner fold.
Row 20, stamp 6
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Row 13, stamp 1
lB1B1B1B

Row 15, stamp 8
lB1B1B1B

CINDERELLA CORNER
NEW ZEALAND EXPRESS COMPANY
JOHN WATTS
Campbe11 & Crust started as general carriers in Dunedin in 1867.
After twelve years the firm undertook the collection and delivery
of parcels to any address in the country at through rates. It also
added the 'New Zealand Express Company' to its title.
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Figure 1

Figure 2
One of the contracts that gave the company an international
image was that of the New Zealand Baggage Agents to T.Cook & Son.
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Figure 1 shows a copy of the advertisement that appeared on the
back of telegram forms issued in 1893.
The stamps illustrated at Figure 2 appear to have been used
first in 1895 and were sold in bulk to large users of the
company Is services, when they would be affixed to parcels as a
form of pre-payment prior to being lodged with the New Zealand
Express Company. Their use continued until 1932. The denominations
issued were:~d. - Black on White Paper
1d. - Red on Yellow Paper
2d. - Black on Bright Green Paper
3d. - Blue on White Paper
6d. - Red on White Paper
1/- - Red on White Paper
In 1905, a IRate' list quoted 6d. for a parcel under 3 pounds
from Auckland to Thames or Paeroa, which could indicate that the
lower values were used for local deliveries.
The method used to cancel the stamps was for the carrier to
scrawl across them wi th a coloured crayon. Many of the stamps
could have been rejected by collectors, thinking that they were
defaced.
It is interesting to note that we now have courier services that
use prepaid stickers in a similar way.
CAVEAT LECTOR - A FURTHER SEQUEL
THE MEMORIES OF MISS AMY RICKMAN
BERYL SMEDLEY
Having read the article 'CAVEAT LECTOR - A
SEQUEL, by ALAN GARDINER, published in IThe
Kiwi l , Volume 40, page 33, March, 1991, I
thought that the following extracts from 'THE
MEMORIES OF MISS AMY RICKMAN' might be of
interest to your members. Miss Amy Rickman,
who is living at the Abbeyfield Ferring
Society in Beehive Lane, Ferring, and who is
now in her 99th year, was District Nurse in
Northland in the 1930' s. For six years she
lived in a little cottage beside the Houhora
Hotel, and, on horseback, covered the country
from Waiharara to Te Hapua and Spirits' Bay.
"Sometimes I would rid~ over to the Ninety
Mile Beach with friends. When Kingsford
Smi th landed his Southern Cross on it, I
was photographed with him beside it - the
big policeman from Kaitaia and the tall one
whose little daughters I delivered; and
Bill's brother, old Mr. Evans, the one with
sixteen children; and the hotel owner from
Awanui and his niece, and the barman - we
are all waiting on the beach by the
aeroplane. This was a solo flight; I don't
think it was his last flight. I don't think
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he had U1m with him. That was when they disappeared and were
never heard of again.
"There we were on the Ninety Mile Beach. It was well north of
Awanui, where I think Kingsford Smith may have been staying, as
it was the only Hotel in the area. I'm not sure about that,
because who would have looked after the aeroplane? He wouldn't
have left it unattended."
(On reflection, Miss Rickman thinks it is possible that he might
have used the garage on the beach. She does not remember seeing
it, however. As for the exact location on what was really a
seventy mile beach, she says that she would have ridden north, to
Te Kao or almost to Spirits' Bay to take the only road going west
towards the beach. Which would have made the position of the
aeroplane well north of Awanui.)
"I don't know what he was wai ting for, whether it was the
weather or what. Our horses were tethered somewhere - and
somebody took a photograph. (See page 73 - Editor). I had mine
for years, but when I was tidying up I decided it was no good
keeping it any longer and sent it to my nephew who was In the
Air Force in Australia. I think it was shown on their
television. I remember when they wrote, and told me that when
they had seen the picture they had said 'Oh, there's Aunty
Amy! '. I was looking like nothing on earth. I t was hot, of
course. I used to wear a linen coat and riding breaches. Riding
over from the road to the beach it was like going through a
desert, you could see nothing but sandhil1s. I think I went with
old Mr. Evans, Bill's brother."
Miss Rickman also remembers digging for toheroas, and the
delicious fritters her friends used to make for her. She remembers
Wizard Smith trying out his racing car on the beach, just as
Ma1colm or Dona1d Campbell had tried out cars on a beach
elsewhere. The Ninety Mile Beach was found to be unsuitable for
racing as it had waterholes.
COMMENTS FROM ALAN GARDINER
The main point to bear in mind is that Miss Rickman is referring
to Smithy's departure on his sixth crossing of the Tasman in
March, 1934, whereas my CAVEAT LECTOR and the sequel relate to the
departure in the March of the previous year. That established, let
us turn to the photograph described by Miss Rickman. It appears on
page 101 of 'The History of New Zealand Aviation', by Ross Ewing
and Ross Macpherson, published in 1986 by Hei-nemann {N.Z.) Ltd.,
and is attributed to the Turnbull Library. Furthermore, thanks to
Miss Rickman, we can name all but one of the group. Left to right,
we have Kingsford Smith; George Fleming, proprietor of the Awanui
Hotel, and whose, wife supplied the 'in-flight meal for the 1933
crossing; his niece (un-named); Norman McDona'ld, barman at the
Hotel; Miss Amy Rickman, readily identified br. her long linen coat
and riding breeches; P.c. Percy Clements ('Laurel"); P.C. Mark
Thornhill ("Hardy"); and, lastly, Joseph Evans, who pulled teeth
locally, had sixteen children, and a brother, Bill, the proprietor
of the Houhora Hotel, 'about twenty miles north of Awanui.
It was Smithy's last crossing of the Tasman, but not his last
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flight. He flew many more, before disappearing, with Tommy
Pethybridge, on the night 7/8th November, 1935, in the Mergui
Archipelago, Thailand. Nor was it a solo flight; Smithy was
accompanied by P.G. (later Sir Gordon) Taylor, navigator; John
Stannage, wireless operator; and J.Percival, a journalist. They
all stayed at the Waipapakauri Hotel, about four miles north of
Awanui. Charles Ulm was not involved in this flight. He had by
that time branched off in his own venture with his Avro 618 Ten
aircraft "Faith in Australia", and was lost, with G.M.Littlejohn
and J.Leon Skilling, on a flight in an Airspeed Envoy from
Oakland, California, to Hawaii, on 4th December, 1934.
On 'Wizard' Smith's attempts at the world land speed record, he
had wi th him on the beech his mechanic Don Harkness, a racing
driver in his own right. Harkness rode with Wizard in his car
'Anzac' on the attempts in 1930, but the 1932 car 'Enterprise' was
a single seater. Toheroa fritters may be delicious, but it was the
damage to tyres by toheroa shells, as well as the waterholes, that
made Ninety Mile Beech hazardous for racing.
Charlie Huttley, of Awanui, mentioned in my article, is a great
source of information. Someone a bit nearer than I am should be
recording it all for posterity, as Lady Smedley is doing with Miss
Rickman. Charlie was at one time Editor of 'The Gumdigger's
Gazette' (a note under the title reads 'This publication is in no
way associated wi th the Dental Profession). When I saw him in
September, 1990, he was residing IN 'The Gumdigger's Trading
Post', Awanui.
NEW ZEALAND POST AGENCY REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
TONY DODD

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Fig1;1re 3
When registration or insurance is required through a Postal
Agency such as Mayfair, the sequence of events that takes place,
after the article and the appropriate sum of money have been
handed over is as follows:1) The Postal Agency issues a formal Registration Receipt, as
illustrated at Figure 1.
2) The article is sent to the nearest Post Office Mail Centre,
which in the case of Mayfair is in Napier. Here a formal
registration slip is prepared, as illustrated at Figure 2.
3) The Registration Receipt is posted to the sender in a New
Zealand Post Office envelope, as illustrated at Figure 3. At
the same time, the article receives the cancellation of the
Mail Centre, in this instance Hawke's Bay, and the article is
sent onward in the routine manner.
FASTPOST LABELS
Our member IAN CAMPBELL has written in with an interesting
comment on the FastPost label used to illustrate the article on
Surface Air Lifted by Tony Dodd, published in 'The Kiwi', Volume
40, number 4, page 71, July, 1991. IAN CAMPBELL writes:TONY DODO's article includes the large FastPost label. This is
not the commonest type but the "wrong. font" variety with
shortened 'f'. This occurred in alternate rows in some sheets of
60, according to Stapleton's list.

See 'New Zealand Air Mail Etiquettes and Air Mail Labels',
compiled by James A. Stapleton, published by The Air Mail Society
of New Zealand, Inc., in 1989. A se-tenant pair is illustrated and
the two different fonts of the 'f' can be seen very clearly.
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